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D.O.T. 66

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
STATE OF GEORGIA

INTERDEPARTMENT CORRESPONDENCE

FILE STP-003-1(38) Douglas County OFFICE Preconstruction

P.I. No. 721590
DATE December 9, 1997

FROM Walker W. Scokt! Jr., P.E., Director of Preconstruction

TO Wayne Shackelford, Commissioner

SUBJECT PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT

This project is the widening and reconstruction of Bankhead Highway/US 78, SR 5, SR 8 from
SR 92 in Douglasville to Sweetwater Road in Lithia Springs, for a total of 9.46km. Bankhead
Highway is the only east-west arterial serving northern Douglas County. The facility connects the
cities of Douglasville and Lithia Springs with Thornton Road, which serves as a major north-
south arterial to I-20. The proposed project will widen Bankhead Highway to correct roadway
deficiencies, increase capacity, and improve the safety of the roadway. The existing roadway
consists of a two lane rural section with 3.6m lanes. There are no existing major structures within
the project limits. The base year traffic (2001) is 17,775 VPD and the design year traffic (2021) is
32,750 VPD. The posted speed varies from 60km/h to 70km/h and the design speed is 70km/h.

The proposed construction will provide a four lane urban section with a 6.1m raised grassed
median from SR 92 to Newman Ellis Road and from Old Beulah Road to Sweetwater Road. The
urban section will have 3.3m travel lanes and 3.6m left and right turn lanes where necessary.
Retaining walls will be constructed where the required right-of-way approaches the minimum
allowable distance of 7.6m to the center of the railroad tracks. A 1.5m sidewalk is proposed on
the south side of Bankhead Highway from SR 92 to Dodson Drive.

The proposed widening from Newman Ellis Road to Old Beulah Road will be a four lane rural
section with a 6.1m raised grassed median, 3.6m travel lanes, and 3.6m left and right turn lanes
where necessary. The rural section will include a 3.6m shoulder (1.2m paved).

The road parallels the Norfolk and Southern Railroad tracks from SR 92 to Newman Ellis Road
and from Old Beulah Road to Sweetwater Road. Widening will be to the south side of the
existing roadway in those areas. There will be no encroachment to the Norfolk and Southern
Railroad. The SR 92 northbound truck route crossing the Norfolk and Southern Railroad tracks
at Mozely Street will be relocated to Brown Street because of its close proximity to the SR
92/Fairburn Road intersection.






Wayne Shackelford
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STP-003-1(38) Douglas
December 9, 1997

Numerous alternatives were considered during concept development, including a one-way pair
system through Lithia Springs. These alternatives were eliminated primarily due to not meeting
the transportation demand and cost considerations.

No design exceptions are required to implement this project. Traffic will be maintained at all times
during construction.

Environmental concems include requiring an Environmental Assessment with draft 4(f) be
prepared; a public hearing is required; 48 displacements - 15 residences, 33 businesses; 18
possible hazardous waste sites; 20 possible UST sites; tine saving’ procedures are not appropriate.

The estimated costs for this project are:

PROPOSED APPROVED PROG DATE LET DATE
Construction (includes E&C

and inflation) $13,061,000 $14,352,000 LR LR
Right-of-Way $19,637,000 -----
Utilities™ $ 2,000,000 ------

*LGPA to be sent.
This project will serve the transportation demand generated by increase in population, and
through traffic, and improve the safety of the roadway. I recommend this project concept be

approved.

WWS:IDQ/cj

e Dl LCILE

Frank L. Danchetz, P.E., Chief Eng1
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STP-003-1(38) DOUGLAS OFFICE: Atlanta, Georgia  Cllgy

P.l. NUMBER 721590
DATE: JULY 10, 1997

Bob Mustin, Project Review Engineer Z \Twa__

C. Wayne Hutto, Assistant Director of Preconstruction
PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT

We have reviewed the concept report submitted June 16, 1997 by the letter
from Joseph P. Palladi dated June 12, 1997 and have no comments.

The estimated costs for the project are as follows:

Construction $ 9,895,000
Inflation $ 1,979,000
E&C $ 1,187,000
Right of Way $ 19,637,000

Reimbursable Utilities $ 2,000,000

DTM

c: Joe Palladi - Attention: Stanley Hill
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STP-003-1(38),DOUGLAS COUNTY OFFICE Urban Design
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SWEETWATER ROAD

;;:;7 {/QQQQZL,[Z DATE June 12, 1997
FROM

TO

SUBJECT

Joseph P. Palladi, P.E. State Urban Design Engineer

Wayne Hutto , Asst. Director of PRECONSTRUCTION

PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT

Transmitted herewith for your review and handling is
the Project Concept Report for the proposed Widening
and Reconstruction of Bankhead Highway from SR 92 to
Sweetwater Road.

Please take the necessary steps to process this
document through the Department’s Project Development

Process.

JPP:JWP:SHM

CC: Walker Scott
David Studstill w/attachment
Marion Waters w/attachment
Mitch Fowler w/attachment
Bob Mustin W/attachment
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PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT
PROJECT NO.: STP-003-1(38), DOUGLAS COUNTY P.I. No. 721590
PREVIOUS PROJECT NO.: FR-003-1(38) STATE RT. NO.: SR 5/SR 8
U.S ROUTE NO. US 78 LENGTH: 9.46 km
LOCATION: BANKHEAD HIGHWAY WIDENING FROM SR 92 TO SWEETWATER ROAD.
MILE POINT REFERENCE: BEGIN 16.43 - END 22.39

TRAFFIC: CURRENT ADT 17775 (YR 2001) PROJECTED ADT 32750 (YR 2021)

PDP CLASSIFICATION NON-CA CA EX SF
() () x) ()

FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION: URBAN-MINOR ARTERIAL

EXISTING DESIGN

TYPICAL SECTION: Two-lane rural section roadway with 12’ (3.6 m)
lanes (asphalt paving).

POSTED SPEED LIMIT: Varies from 35MPH/60 km/h TO 45MPH/70 km/h
MIN. EXISTING RADIUS OF CURVE 150 m MAX. EXISTING GRADE 7%

EXISTING MAJOR STRUCTURES: NONE

PROPOSED DESIGN

PROPOSED TYPICAL SECTION: Bankhead Highway from SR 92 TO Newman
Ellis Road and from 01d Beulah Road to Sweetwater Road will be a
four lane urban section with a 6.0 m raised grass median with curb
and gutter along the inside and outside edges of pavement. The
urban section shall have 3.3 m travel lanes and 3.6 m left and
right turn lanes where necessary and 3.0 m shoulders. Retaining
walls will be necessary where the required right of way approaches
the minimum allowable distance of 7.6 m to the center of the
railroad tracks. From SR 92 to Dodson Drive, a 1.5 m concrete
sidewalk is proposed on the south side of Bankhead Highway.
Bankhead Highway, from Newman Ellis Road to 0Old Beulah Road, will
be a four lane rural section with a 6.0 m raised grass median, 3.6
m travel lanes, and 3.6 m left and right turn lanes where
necessary. The rural section shall include a 3.6 m shoulder of
which 1.2 m shall be paved, a 1.2 m grass ditch with wvariable
slope from shoulder break to ditch, and a maximum 2:1 slope on the
backside. For further details see the attached typical sections.



RIGHT-OF-WAY WIDTH: 25.6 m minimum for urban section.
45.8 m minimum for rural section.

MAX S.E.: 4.00%

DESIGN SPEED: 70 km/h

MIN. RADIUS OF CURVE: ALLOWABLE: 150 m PROPOSED: 215 m

MAX. GRADE: ALLOWABLE: 7% PROPOSED: 7%

TYPE ACCESS: Regulated by permit.

TRAFFIC CONTROL DURING CONSTRUCTION: Maintain existing traffic at
all times during construction.

MAJOR STRUCTURES: None

DESIGN EXCEPTIONS TO BE REQUIRED

CONTROLLING CRITERIA UNDETERMINED YES NO
HORIZONTAL ALIGNMENT () () (X)
ROADWAY WIDTH () () (X)
SHOULDER WIDTH () () (X)
VERTICAL GRADES () () (X)
CROSS SLOPES () () (X)
STOPPING SIGHT DISTANCE () () (X)
SUPERELEVATION RATES () () (X)
HORIZONTAL CLEARANCE () () (X)
SPEED DESIGN () () (X)
VERTICAL CLEARANCE () () (X)

NUMBER OF PARCELS: 150+/-
DISPLACEMENTS: 15 RESIDENCES, 33 BUSINESSES

LEVEL OF ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS: ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT WITH
DRAFT 4 (f)

LEVEL OF PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT: Public hearing is required.
PERMITS REQUIRED: None
TIME SAVINGS PROCEDURES APPROPRIATE? YES NO _X

LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITMENTS: None



ALTERNATES CONSIDERED: No-Build

OTHER PROJECTS IN AREA: PROJECT F-186-1(11); P.I. NO. 720970
SR 92 EXTENSION FROM BANKHEAD HWY. ON NEW
LOCATION TO SR 92 EXISTING.

PROJECT STP-003-1(34); P.I. NO. 721320
BANKHEAD HIGHWAY FROM SWEETWATER ROAD TO
THORNTON ROAD.

CONCEPT TEAM MEETING HELD: MAY 1,1997

RAILROAD INVOLVEMENT: The roadway parallels the Norfolk and
Southern railroad tracks from SR 92 to Newman Ellis Road
and from 0ld Beulah Road to Sweetwater Road. Widening will
be to the south side of the existing roadway in those areas.
Their will be no encroachment to the Norfolk and Southern
railroad. Retaining walls will be necessary where the required
right of way approaches the minimum allowable distance of 7.6 m
to the center of the railroad tracks. The SR 92 Northbound
truck route crossing the Norfolk Southern railroad tracks at
Mozely Street will be relocated to Brown Street. This is due to
it’s close proximity to the SR 92/Fairburn Road intersection.
It is proposed to close the track crossing at Temple Street.

PROBABLE LOCATIONS OF UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK SITES: There are
20 probable UST sites which require investigation.

PROBABLE LOCATIONS OF HAZARDOUS WASTE: There are 18 possible
hazardous waste sites on this project.

COMMENTS: This project will be designed in metric.

ATTACHMENTS: TEAM MEETING MINUTES, RECORD OF ATTENDEES, AREA
LOCATION MAP, NEED AND PURPOSE STATEMENT, ACCIDENT SUMMARY,
TYPICAL SECTIONS, TRAFFIC VOLUME DIAGRAMS, COST ESTIMATE.



PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT
TEAM PROJECT CONCEPT MEETING MINUTES

The Concept Team Meeting was held May 1, 1997 at 9:00 A.M. in the
Urban Design Conference Room of the Georgia Department Of
Transportation , located at No. 2 Capitol Square in Atlanta.
Stanley Hill, Project Manager and Jim Perdue, Project Designer
conducted the meeting.

PROPOSED PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

The proposed project consists of widening Bankhead Highway/US
78/SR 5 & 8 from a two lane highway to four lanes with a 6.0 m
raised median.

FROM SR 92 TO NEWMAN ELLIS ROAD:

The project will begin in the City of Douglasville at the
intersection of SR 92 and Bankhead Highway. A lane will be added
to SR 92/Fairburn Road allowing for dual left turns for traffic
turning onto Bankhead Highway westbound. The SR 92/Fairburn Road
Intersection with Bankhead Highway will remain signalized. Due to
the transition at the intersection of SR 92 and Bankhead Highway

the construction for this project will begin at Duncan Street.
Bankhead Highway will be a two lane urban section eastbound and
westbound. Right turn lanes will be provided at all streets on the
south side of Bankhead Highway where capacity warrants. There will
be left turn lanes at all full intersections up to Newman Ellis
Road. The SR 92 Northbound truck route crossing the Norfolk
Southern railroad tracks at Mozely Street will be relocated to
Brown Street. This is due to it’s close proximity to the SR
92 /Fairburn Road intersection. Brown Street will be realigned to
intersect with East Strickland Street and Bankhead Highway at
approximately 90 degrees. The existing signalized crossing at
Mozely Street will be closed. It is proposed that the crossing at
Brown Street be signalized. A 1.5 m sidewalk will be provided on
the south side of Bankhead Highway from Duncan Street to Dodson
Drive. Existing skewed intersections at Dorsett Drive, Durelee
Lane, Dodson Drive and Newman Ellis Drive south of Bankhead
Highway will be re-aligned to intersect at approximately 90
degrees. It is proposed that the intersection at Durelee Lane be
signalized. Median openings will be provided at Brown Street,
Durelee Lane, Municipal Parkway and Michael Drive.



PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT
TEAM PROJECT CONCEPT MEETING MINUTES

The Concept Team Meeting was held May 1, 1997 at 9:00 A.M. in the
Urban Design Conference Room of the Georgia Department Of
Transportation , located at No. 2 Capitol Sguare in Atlanta.
Stanley Hill, Project Manager and Jim Perdue, Project Designer
conducted the meeting.

PROPOSED PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

The proposed project consists of widening Bankhead Highway/US
78/SR 5 & 8 from a two lane highway to four lanes with a 6.0 m
raised median.

FROM SR 92 TO NEWMAN ELLIS ROAD:

The project will begin in the City of Douglasville at the
intersection of SR 92 and Bankhead Highway. A lane will be added
to SR 92/Fairburn Road allowing for dual left turns for traffic
turning onto Bankhead Highway westbound. The SR 92/Fairburn Road
Intersection with Bankhead Highway will remain signalized. Due to
the transition at the intersection of SR 92 and Bankhead Highway

the construction for this project will begin at Duncan Street.
Bankhead Highway will be a two lane urban section eastbound and
westbound. Right turn lanes will be provided at all streets on the
south side of Bankhead Highway where capacity warrants. There will
be left turn lanes at all full intersections up to Newman Ellis
Road. The SR 92 Northbound truck route crossing the Norfolk
Southern railroad tracks at Mozely Street will be relocated to
Brown Street. This is due to it’s close proximity to the SR
92 /Fairburn Road intersection. Brown Street will be realigned to
intersect with East Strickland Street and Bankhead Highway at
approximately 90 degrees. The existing signalized crossing at
Mozely Street will be closed. It is proposed that the crossing at
Brown Street be signalized. A 1.5 m sidewalk will be provided on
the south side of Bankhead Highway from Duncan Street to Dodson
Drive. Existing skewed intersections at Dorsett Drive, Durelee
Lane, Dodson Drive and Newman Ellis Drive south of Bankhead
Highway will be re-aligned to intersect at approximately 90
degrees. It is proposed that the intersection at Durelee Lane be
signalized. Median openings will be provided at Brown Street,
Durelee Lane, Municipal Parkway and Michael Drive.



FROM NEWMAN ELLIS ROAD TO OLD BEULAH ROAD:

Bankhead Highway will have a rural typical section beginning at
Newman Ellis Road and heading east to 01d Beulah Road(for details
see the attached typical sections and proposed typical section
description in this report). Median openings will be provided at
Burnt Hickory Road, Riley Road, Ben Hill Road/McKenney Drive,
Sunrise Memorial Gardens Cemetery, Ann Drive, Penn's Lake Drive,
Harper Drive and 0ld Beulah Road. A median opening will be
provided just east of Newman Ellis Road in front of the Douglas
County Fire Station for emergency vehicles exiting the fire
station. Burnt Hickory Road will be relocated to eliminate the
substandard intersection skew, to avoid the existing water tank
located on the west side of Burnt hickory Road and to avoid
impacts to the existing historical cemetery site on the east side
of Burnt Hickory Road. Turning lanes for left and right movements
will be provided. The intersection at Burnt Hickory Road will
remain signalized. Riley Road will be relocated to eliminate the
substandard intersection skew. The vertical alignment of Riley
Road will be raised to improve the operation of the intersection
with Bankhead Highway. Ben Hill Road and McKenney Drive will be
relocated to intersect at a common point and to intersect
perpendicular to Bankhead Highway. It 1is proposed that the
intersection at Bankhead Highway and Ben Hill Road/McKenney Drive
be signalized. Tralee Drive and Penn’'s Lake Drive will be
realigned to intersect Bankhead Highway at approximately 90
degrees. The rural section ends at 0ld Beulah Road.

FROM OLD BEULAH ROAD TO SWEETWATER ROAD:

Bankhead Highway will have an urban section from 01ld Beulah Road
to Sweetwater Road. 0ld Beulah Road will be upgraded where it
intersects Bankhead Highway, to correct the skewed approach. Right
and left turn lanes will be provided. It is proposed to close the
track crossing at Temple Street. The urban section will end at
Sweetwater Road. At this intersection two through lanes east and
west and right and left turn lanes will be provided as recommended
on the concept report for the project STP-003-1(34) P.I. Number
721320.



INTERSECTING STREET POSTED SPEED PROPOSED DISTANCE DISTANCE
MEDIAN FROM TO
OPENING PREVIOUS NEXT

MEDIAN MEDIAN
OPENING OPENING

SR 92 55 km/h YES = = imemm————— 490 m

GRADY ST. NOT POSTED NO NA

MOZELY ST. NOT POSTED NO NA

COURTLAND ST. NOT POSTED NO NA

BROWN ST. NOT POSTED YES 490 m 1170 m

HAGIN ST. NOT POSTED NO NA

CONNALLY DR. 50 km/h NO NA

DURELEE LANE 50 km/h YES 1170 m 650 m

McINTOSH RD. 55 km/h NO NA

DODSON DR. 55 km/h NO NA

MUNICIPAL PKWY NOT POSTED YES 650 m 700 m

MIDWAY RD. NOT POSTED NO NA

MICHAEL DR. NOT POSTED YES 700 m 1250 m

DISTRON DR. NOT POSTED NO NA

NEWMAN ELLIS RD. 40 km/h NO NA

BINGHAM RD. 40 km/h NO NA

BURNT HICKORY RD. 40 km/h YES 1250 m 320 m

RILEY RD. 55 km/h YES 320 m

WEXFORD DR. NOT POSTED NO NA NA

MARONEY MILL RD. 55 km/h NO NA NA



INTERSECTING STREET POSTED SPEED PROPOSED DISTANCE DISTANCE
MEDIAN FROM TO
OPENING PREVIOUS NEXT
MEDIAN MEDIAN
OPENING QPENING
BEN HILL RD./ NOT POSTED YES 665 m 270 m
McKENNEY DR.
MEMORIAL GARDENS NOT POSTED YES 270 m 950 m
LITTLE RD. NOT POSTED NO NA NA
ANN DR. 25 km/h YES 950 m 305 m
WALLIS RD. 40 km/h NO NA NA
KUYKENDAL DR. NOT POSTED NO NA NA
TRALEE DR. 40 km/h NO NA NA
PENNS LAKE DR. 25 km/h YES 305 m 675 m
HARPER DR. NOT POSTED NO 675 m 325 m
KULL DR. 55 km/h NO NA NA
SUNNY ACRES DR. NOT POSTED NO NA NA
OLD BEULAH RD. 55 km/h YES 325 m 905 m
COUNTY LINE RD. NOT POSTED NO NA NA
BAKER DR. NOT POSTED NO NA NA
MILLER ST. NOT POSTED NO NA NA
MARSH AVE. NOT POSTED NO NA NA
FLORENCE DR. 40 km/h NO NA NA
SWEETWATER RD. NORTH 70 km/h & YES 905m  -------
SWEETWATER RD. SOUTH 50 km/h



PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT
CAPACITY ANALYSIS

The proposed concept was analyzed using projected traffic for the
year 2021. The results of the analysis were as follows:

FACILITY: BANKHEAD HWY. EASTBOUND LEVEL ER E

EASTBOUND BANKHEAD HWY. FROM SR 92 TO
BROWN STREET B

EASTBOUND BANKHEAD HWY. FROM BROWN ST.
TO HAGIN STREET C

EASTBOUND BANKHEAD HWY. FROM HAGIN ST.
TO DODSON DRIVE B

EASTBOUND BANKHEAD HWY. FROM DODSON DRIVE

TO MIDWAY ROAD C
EASTBOUND BANKHEAD HWY. FROM MIDWAY ROAD TO

BEN HILL RD./McKENNEY DRIVE B

EASTBOUND BANKHEAD HWY. FROM BEN HILL ROAD/
McKENNEY DR. TO OLD BEULAH RD. A

EASTBOUND BANKHEAD HWY. FROM
OLD BEULAH RD. TO SWEETWATER ROAD B
FACILITY: BANKHEAD HWY. WESTBOUND

WESTBOUND BANKHEAD HWY. FROM
SWEETWATER RD. TO BAKER STREET B

WESTBOUND BANKHEAD HWY. FROM
BAKER ST. TO OLD BEULAH ROAD D

WESTBOUND BANKHEAD HWY. FROM
OLD BEULAH RD. TO BURNT HICKORY ROAD cC

WESTBOUND BANKHEAD HWY. FROM
BURNT HICKORY RD. TO NEWMAN ELLIS ROAD B

WESTBOUND BANKHEAD HWY. FROM
NEWMAN ELLIS RD. TO SR 92 Cc



FACILITY:
BANKHEAD
BANKHEAD
BANKHEAD
BANKHEAD
BANKHEAD

BANKHEAD

PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT
CAPACITY ANALYSIS

SIGNALIZED INTERSECTIONS

HWY .

HWY.

Q

@
c]
@
@
@

SR 92/FAIRBURN ROAD
BROWN STREET

DURELEE LANE

BURNT HICKORY ROAD

BEN HILL/McKENNEY DRIVE

OLD BEULAH ROAD

* The Level of Service for this intersection will remain at
a Level of Service C until the year 2016.



PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT
TEAM MEETING COMMENTS

Dania Aponte, GDOT Enviromnment/Location. There are a number of
historic resources located along the project corridor. Various
alternates to avoid these resources were considered, most would
involve crossing over the railroad tracks. The assessment of the
alternates 1s underway. There are numerous underground storage
and hazardous waste sites along the project. Some suspected
*Brown Land” or urban waste lands have been identified on this
project. There is less than one acre of affected wetlands and no
archaeological sites identified.

Joe Palladi, GDOT Urban Design Engineer. The number of
alternates are restricted due to the proximity of the railroad.
A one way palr system was considered in Lithia Springs, however,
the alternate presented a lot of problems, including safety.

Dania Aponte, GDOT Environment/Location. The one way pair
alternate in Lithia Springs presented several problems. Traffic
crossing the railroad tracks at the at grade crossings would be
increased significantly, increasing the chance of accidents.
More traffic would be shifted closer to the residential
neighborhoods north of the tracks. The major concern is how the
alternate affects safety.

Stan Hill, GDOT Urban Design. There are 38 hazardous waste sites
identified along this project.

Reba Scott, GDOT Planning. Right of Way and Construction 1is long
range, PE money has been authorized.

Joe Palladi, GDOT Urban Design Engineer. We can work on design
and plan preparation, however, no money will be available for
right of way or construction for at least six years. If we do
not get the project documents in before December, the project
could be shelved due to the “Hot Air” situation.



PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT
TEAM MEETING COMMENTS (Continued)

steve Gafford, GDOT District Utilities. The utility estimate
shown in the handout is old. We are working on an updated
estimate, which will probably be significantly higher. There is
a twenty inch water main that runs along the north side of the
existing roadway throughout the project. The local Governments
have informed us that they do not have the funds to help with the
utility costs. Some of the utilities are located within the
existing right of way and some are on private property.

Doug Smith, GDOT Urban Design. How long is the 20 inch water
main? The water main begins at Connally Dr. and

continues east to the end of the project. We do not expect to
have to relocate the entire line, only sections of it.

Keith Williams, City of Douglasville Engineering. The water line
will probably not be impacted as much as the plans would
indicate. The line was placed as far away from the edge of
pavement as it could be, however, the plans you have do not
reflect this.

Steve Gafford, GDOT District 7 Utilities. Does anyone know if
there are any as built plans that reflect the true Jocation of
the line?

Mike Cocklereece, Douglas County Water and Sewer Authority. Wwe
do not have any as built plans for the water main, only the
design plans.

Doug Smith, GDOT Urban Design. I want to make sure everyone
knows that this is a CLASP project.

Joe Palladi, GDOT Urban Design Engineer. For those of you that
do not know what a CLASP project is, all utilities will be
surveyed by one consultant.



PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT
TEAM MEETING COMMENTS (Continued)

Paul Turner, UCI for Bellsouth. Bellsouth has aerial lines
running the entire length of the project. All of their lines are
on power company poles except for the section between Riley Road
and McKown Road. There is also an underground conduit with
manholes running the entire length of the project. We need to
make sure that the locations and elevations for each manhole are
obtained when the utility survey is done. Records show that
there are three cross boxes located along the project and they
may be on private easement. There may be some conflicts with
these cross boxes.

Steve Gafford, District 7 Utilities. 1Is there copper or fiber
optic lines in the conduit?

Paul Turner, UCI for Bellsouth. I think it is a fiber optic
line. There is also a slip site at Maroney Mill Road that may be

impacted.

Bob McGinnis, Greystone Power. We have lines along the project
from Dodson Drive to County Line Road. The line is on & off of
the road right of way. There is an ATM at our main office that
may be impacted. There is also a transformer which serves our

shop building that may be impacted.

Meghan Fischer, Georgia Power. We have three transmission lines
that cross Bankhead Highway within the project limits. They may
not be impacted. I do not have any information about
distribution lines, and it does not appear that anyone from
distribution was contacted about the meeting.

Chris Silver, Oglethorpe Power. The regulatory specialist is out
of town and I am here in her place. We have a line crossing

Bankhead Highway and one crossing Burnt Hickory Road. However, I
am not authorized to make any statements concerning the impact on

them.



PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT
TEAM MEETING COMMENTS (Continued)

Mike Cocklereece, Douglas County Water and Sewer Authority. As
mentioned earlier, there is a 20 inch water main located off of
the north side of the existing road throughout the project. It
appears that it may not be affected in the areas where all of the
widening is shifted to the south of the existing roadway. We
also have two water tanks along the project, one at Burnt Hickory
Road and one at Maroney Mill Road. There is a pump station 1in
Lithia Springs located near the edge of the existing road that is
not shown.

Steve Gafford, GDOT District 7 Utilities. Is Douglas Counties
financial status still the same in regards to help with
relocating utilities?

Mike Cocklereece, Douglas County Water and Sewer Authority. Yes

Carolyn Westbrook, Douglas County Engineering. We think we will
have some utility money in the budget within the six year time
frame of the project.

Ricky Cook, Austell Gas. It appears that our entire system form

Sweetwater Road to Durelee Lane will have to be relocated and new
services run. There are no regulator stations along the project,
and the entire line is within the existing right of way.

Steve Gafford, GDOT District 7 Utilities. There are cable TV
lines along the project but they do not have a representative
here. Atlanta Gas has informed me that they do not have any

lines in the area.

Ken Estes, GDOT Traffic Operations. We need to know if there are
bells, lights, and gates at any crossings that are being changed
so that we can coordinate with the railroad. Yes, all the
crossings have bells, lights and gates.



PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT
TEAM MEETING COMMENTS (Continued)

Keith williams, City of Douglasville Engineering. I wanted to
point out that the railroad crossing at Brown Street is a bad
crossing. There is nothing that we can do about the crossing.

We have an approved concept for a flyover at Highway 92 and
Bankhead Highway. The DOT was hammered at the Public Information
Meeting, so the project was placed on hold. Douglas County has
been discussing relocating Highway 92 to the west.

Ken Estes, GDOT Traffic Operatioms. Have you looked at widening
the median to facilitate the offset of the left turn lanes? We
do not have enough room to widen the medians. We are proposing
signals with exclusive left turn phases to facilitate left turns
and U-turns.

Harry Graham, GDOT District 7 Traffic Operations. Wwe will need
to reevaluate the crossing at Ben Hill Road due to the proposed
reconstruction. Please get that to us as soon as possible.

Reba Scott, GDOT Programming. What are we doing at Burnt Hickory
Road? There is an elementary school off of Burnt Hickory Road
and a lot of buses move through the intersection. We had to
shift the intersection to miss a historic cemetery. It should
not pose any problems with bus traffic.

Harry Graham, District 7 Traffic Operations. Would it be
possible to use a five lane section through Lithia Springs?
Based on the traffic volume a median is warranted.

Rosa Mary Johnson, Mayor City of Lithia Springs. Do we have to
have the raised median through Lithia Springs? Yes, it is our
policy when daily two way traffic volumes exceed 23,000 vehicles.

Rosa Mary Johnson, Mayor City of Lithia Springs. Most of the
businesses in Lithia Springs will be impacted by this project if
it is built with the raised median. Most of the business owners
have contacted me expressing theilr concerns. Cutting off direct
access to the businesses will have an adverse affect on them.

The Bankhead Highway projects in Cobb County do not have the
raised median. This appears to be discrimination against Douglas
County. The project will require the raised median because of
the high volume of traffic.



PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT
TEAM MEETING COMMENTS (Continued)

Rosa Mary Johnson, Mayor City of Lithia Springs. The raised
median will result in the loss of business in Lithia Springs.
The raised median will also encourage U-turns and increase
accidents. We would like to see documentation linking loss of
business to the placement of raised medians. Loss of business
could be due to other reasons. We can control U-turns with
proper median opening spacing and with signalization. But
remember, this is only a concept and the locations of the
openings are not set in stone.

Rosa Mary Johnson, Mayor City of Lithia Springs. Once again I
would like to point out the Bankhead projects in Austell and Cobb
County were constructed without the raised median. Placing the
median on Bankhead Highway in Douglas County does not allow
continuity on Bankhead Highway. Eliminating the raised median is
only going to save six feet. Our studies show a tremendous
reduction in both side swipe and T-bone accidents on roadways
with the raised medians. We will be glad to furnish you with
copies of these studies.

Rosa Mary Johnson, Mayor City of Lithia Springs. If the accident
studies are true, why did Cobb County get by without having the
raised median? We will get you a response to that guestion as
soon as we can.

Keith Williams, City of Douglasville Engineering. Do you have a
list of businesses that will be displaced on the Douglasville
section of the project? No. We will get to work on that and get
you a list as soon as we can.

RKeith Williams, City of Douglasville Engineering. I would like
to mention again that we are very concerned with the railroad
crossing at Brown Road. Due to minimum median opening spacing
requirements, the Highway 92 truck route had to be moved to Brown
Street. The existing truck route crossing is too close to the
intersection of Highway 92 and Bankhead Highway.



PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT
TEAM MEETING COMMENTS (Continued)

Rita Rainwater, Chairman Douglas County Board of Commissioners.
I would like to express that I am also concerned about the
railroad crossing at Brown Street. Douglas County has sent a
resolution to the DOT Commissioner objecting to the raised
concrete median in Lithia Springs. It will be a raised grass
median, not a concrete median. Other landscaping can also be
placed in the median.

Rita Rainwater, Chairman Douglas County Board of Commissioners.
We still feel that the integrity of Lithia Springs will be
compromised by the construction of this project with the raised
median. We would also like to see bike paths and sidewalks
included on these projects. Construction of a bike path would
have to be a totally separate project. They would require an
additional eight foot of right of way and the local governments
would have to help fund the project.

Johnny Groover, Douglas County Commissiomner. Lithia Springs will
be destroyed by this project as presented today. Lithia Springs
will lose a lot of money in the form of business allotments.
Property values will go down which will result in lower property
tax income for the city. Most of the business owners in Lithia
Springs do not own the buildings that they are operating in. We
fear that if destroyed, the property owners will not rebuild. I
am against the raised median, especially in the Lithia Springs
area. Also, the existing right of way 1is not shown in all areas
on your display. Showing the existing right of way in those
areas would have resulted in too much clutter on the display.
The existing right of way shown is approximate, we did not have
exact property points to work with.

Carolyn Westbrook, Douglas County Engineering. Can we officially
request copies of the layouts for the both of the Bankhead
Highway projects? Yes.

Michelle Wright, Douglasville/Douglas County Transportation Dept.
We met a couple of weeks ago to look at the layouts for both
Bankhead Highway projects, and we are still very concerned about
the impacts along the corridor.



PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT
TEAM MEETING COMMENTS (Continued)

Barbara Smith, Lithia Springs City Council. All of the proposed
widening is to the south of the existing roadway. Why can’t you
chift some to the north side. We cannot get any closer to the
railroad tracks in those areas where all widening is shown to the
south.

Barbara Smith, Lithia Springs City Council. A wall was
constructed along the railroad tracks in Austell. Why can’t this
be done in Lithia Springs7 We are using an urban section through
the Lithia Springs area in order to reduce impacts. A wall would
not lessen impacts in this area. We looked at constructing one
way pairs through Lithia Springs. This would shift the impacts
to the north side of the railroad tracks. The one way pairs will
create new impacts on the north side of the railroad tracks and
will create safety problems by increasing the volume of traffic
crossing the railroad tracks. The impacts will be studied and
the results will be shown in the environmental documents.

Carolyn Westbrook, Douglas County Engineering. I saw the layout
for the one way pair idea. The store fronts would be saved if
the one way pair system was built. The raised median is a much
safer solution. It has been mentioned that business owners are
against the raised median because it does not give both eastbound
and westbound traffic direct access to their businesses. With
the one way pair system, it will be much more inconvenient for
westbound traffic to access the businesses.

Carolyn Westbrook, Douglas County Engineering. At least the one
way pairs would leave the store fronts and parking through Lithia
Springs intact.



PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT
TEAM MEETING COMMENTS (Continued)

Ryan Smith, Lithia Springs (residemnt). I can’t believe that the
DOT is even considering ‘these projects with the air guality
problems that the Atlanta area are having. These projects should
be step two in a plan that would first incorporate some type of
mass transit. The business owners in Lithia Springs are not
crazy, they know these projects will cost them business. " The
traffic problems we are having should have been looked at years
ago. Also, closing the railroad crossing at Temple Street will
create a great inconvenience for residents who live north of the
railroad tracks. When the railroad has to upgrade a crossing due
to one of our projects, they like to close one nearby that is
not. This minimizes the cost of maintenance and operation of the
crossing signals and reduces the chance of crossing accidents.

Joe Palladi, GDOT Urban Design Engineer. We looked at the
possibility of constructing a flyover at Sweetwater Road to
bridge traffic over the railroad tracks. While this would
improve safety with regards to the one way pair system, the
buildings in the area of the existing intersection would be taken
out, defeating the purpose of the one way pairs.

Ryan Smith, Lithia Springs (resident). I would like to request
that sidewalks be provided in downtown Lithia Springs. This
would be a major improvement. I have also looked at proposed
plans to widen Sweetwater Road. If all of these projects are
built, Lithia Springs would be completely wiped out.

Reba Scott, GDOT Programming. I have lived in Douglas County for
thirty years. I freguent the Sweetwater Road/Bankhead Highway
area and do business with the businesses in the area. I see
people making their own road where the business fronts are open
entirely to the roadway. I think that the safety factor provide
by the raised median will be a plus. I will continue to do
business in the area even if I have to circle around to get to
the businesses. However, keep in mind that this is a concept
that is not set in stone.



PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT
TEAM MEETING COMMENTS (Continued)

Joe Palladi, GDOT Urban Design Engineer. There will be a public
information meeting held within the next few months on both of
the Bankhead Highway projects. This meeting will be a forum for
residents and business owners to come and look at what we are
proposing. My people will be on hand to discuss the project with
these people and to talk with them about their concern

Rita Rainwater, Chairman Douglas County Board of Commissioners.
Douglas County is behind this project with the exception of the
raised median. We believe that this project will improve air
quality by reducing congestion and improving traffic flow.

Joe Palladi, GDOT Urban Design Engineer. We all have to work
together to plan and build these projects. I have policy that I
have to follow. We try to find the best alternative to lessen
impacts without compromising safety and assuming liabilities. We
have to find the best plan for the least amount of money.

Rosa Mary Johnson, Mayor City of Lithia Springs. Wwe have
obtained money to build a sewer system and we would like to
coordinate the sewer work with these projects. Most of the
Lithia Springs business owners have contacted me expressing their
concerns about the projects. We would like to hold a meeting in
Lithia Springs to address their concerns. As discussed earlier,
a public information meeting will be held within the next few
months. These meetings are generally held in a school building
near the project location.



PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT
TEAM MEETING COMMENTS (Continued)

Johnny Groover, Douglas County Commissioner. I appreciate what
the DOT is doing with respect to these projects. However, a
large part of my district is north of Douglasville and my
constituents want a flyover at Highway 92 and Bankhead Highway.
We have an approved concept for a flyover at this location. When
we held the public information meeting, the public response was
so negative that the project was shelved. We have been informed
that Douglas County is looking at the possibility of relocating
Highway 92 further to the west. I would like to point out that
neither of these alternatives will solve local traffic problems
along Bankhead Highway.

Johnny Groover, Douglas County Commissioner. Has the DOT
considered an underpass instead of an overpass? Yes. The impacts
will be just as severe with an underpass as they would be with an
overpass. The under pass would be more costly to construct.
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Need and Purpose Statement
STP - 003 -1 (38), 721590 - DOUGLAS COUNTY

STATE ROUTES 5/8/U.S. 78/Bankhead Highway

The State Route 5/8 project would widen and reconstruct the road from two lanes
to four lanes with a median width of 6.1 meters (20 feet) and add turn lanes at major
intersections. The project limits are approximately 9.5 km (5.9mi) from SR 92 to
Sweetwater Road. The road is classified as an urban minor arterial collecting and
distributing trips between Douglas and Cobb County’./Bankhead Highway is the only
East-West arterial serving northern Douglas County. The facility connects the cities of
Douglasville and Lithia Springs with Thornton Road, which serves as a major north-south
arterial to I-20. The development of this project should be coordinated with the
improvemnet on Bankhead Highway from Sweetwater Road to Thornton Road which
termini begins wre this project ends. Traffic volumes along SR 5/8 have steadily
increased to over 19,000 vehicles per day, due to residential growth in Dougls County
and inter county travel of work trips.

The road needs to be widened to handle future traffic volumes generated by both
residential and commercial growth planned for the county. The project will promote
energy conservation through efficient movement of traffic that would otherwise be
constrained without the improvements.

Land use int the corridor is primarily rural with some residential with future land
use changing to more residential and some commercial development.

The purpose of this project is to improve flow on SR 5/8, correct roadway
deficiency, increase capacity, serve the transportaion demand generated by increase in
population and through traffic, and improve the safety of the roadway.

The project ( DO 029 ) is included in the approved State Transportation
Improvement Program ( FY. 1996-1998 ) and the Transportation Improvement Program
(FY. 1996-2001 ) of the adopted Atlanta Regional Transportation Plan (FY. 1987-2010).

This project is committed to a safe, efficeint and sustainable transportation system
for all users and supports economic development, environmental sensitivity and an
improved quality of life for all.



SPECIFIC LOCATION AND COMPARABLE STATEWIDE DATA

ACCIDENT SUMMARY

ACCIDENT HISTORY

SPECIFIC LOCATION DESCRIPTION:

DOUGLAS COUNTY, SR 5/SR 8/US 78 MILELOGS 16.61 -22.39

ACCIDENT HISTORY:

SPECIFIC LOCATION

TOTAL ACCIDENTS:

TOTAL INJURIES:

TOTAL FATALITIES:

ACCIDENT RATE:
INJURY RATE:

1993 1994 1995 1996

100 74 (1) 144 35
76 90 82 17
3 0 0 0

348 ---(2) 528

265 330 301

(1) Total Accidents only 59% complete statewide for coding.

(2) Not calculated; see note (1) above.

STATEWIDE DATA*

ACCIDENT RATE:
INJURY RATE:

585 649**
256 321

* Principal Arterial (Non-Freeway) -Urban

** Projected

661
319

(All rates above are per 100 million vehicle miles.)

Safety Management
office of Traffic Operations
3/17/97
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ITEM
R/W
UTILITIES
SUBTOTAL
CONSTRUCTION
INFLATION
E&C

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION

PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT

ESTIMATED COST

TOTAL AMOUNT

§ 19,637,000
2,000,000
$ 21,637,000
10,035,220
2,162,717
1,219,824

$ 13,417,761



DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

STATE OF GEORGIA

PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT

STP-003-1(38)
DOUGLAS COUNTY

S8R 5/SR 8/US 78/BANKHEAD HIGHWAY FROM SR 92 TO SWEETWATER ROAD
Federal Route No.: US 78

State Route No.: 5,8
GaDOT P.I. Nb.:721590

mnnl“'l.l“

/2 /557 ‘Om// /J o

)

Date s te Urban Design Engineer

Date State Environment/Location Engineer
6-20-97 Tl T rma
Date State Traffic Operations Engineer
Date District Engineer

Date Project Review Engineer



Department of Transportation
State of Georgia Sy

INTERDEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE ~ YUf ., .~

PRECO/‘/

File: STP-003-1(38)/Douglas County Office: Traffic Ope&fﬁﬁgn 0
P.I No.: 721590 Atlanta, Georgia 4

From:
To:
Subject:

Date: June 17, 1997

) pm

M.G. Waters, III, P.E., State Traffic Operations Engineer
Wayne Hutto, Assistant Director of Preconstruction
Project Concept Report Review

We have reviewed the concept report on the above project for the U.S. 78/S.R.
5/S.R. 8-Bankhead Highway widening from S.R. 92 to Sweetwater Road, for a
distance of 9.46 km(5.8 miles). This project would widen the existing two lane
roadway to a proposed four lane roadway, with a 6 m raised grassed median.
An urban typical section design is proposed in two sections paralleling closest
to the Norfolk-Southern railroad tracks, from S.R. 92 to Newman-Ellis Rd. and
from Old Beulah Rd. to Sweetwater Road. A rural typical section design is
proposed from Newman-Ellis Rd. to Old Beulah Road. From S.R. 92 to
Dodson Drive a 1.5 m concrete sidewalk is proposed on the south side of
Bankhead Highway. Traffic will be maintained at all times during construction.
We believe this concept will improve safety and operational capacity along this
section of roadway.

We request that two four inch conduit, one with innerduct, be installed within
the limits of this project, as part of this project. The conduit would be used for
the future interconnection of the Advanced Transportation Management
System components in this area. Our Traffic Operations Design Office can
provide details cost estimates for inclusion in the project.

With the stated recommendation, we find this report satisfactory for approval.

MGW:TWS

Attachment (signature page)

c: David Studstill
Joseph P. Palladi, P.E., Attn.: Stanley Hill
Bob Mustin, w/ attachment
Karl Alff, TMC
Otis Hammock, TMC, w/ attachment
Sam Zeigler, TMC
General Files
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