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REVISED PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT 
Project Number: IMNH0-0285-01(354), DeKalb County 

P.I. Number:  713290- 

 
 

 

Need and Purpose:  

The proposed project would reconstruct the Interchange of I-285 with SR 155 in DeKalb County.  

The work would include replacing the SR 155 Bridge over I-285 and jacking the existing 

Panthersville Road Bridge over I-285. Both structures provide substandard vertical clearance for 

large vehicles traveling along I-285. An increase in commercial development along the SR 155 

corridor has resulted in poor traffic operations in the interchange area.  Land use along the 

project corridor consists of commercial, industrial park, and residential development. 

 

The need for the proposed project is to improve traffic operations in the I-285 interchange area.  

The combination of commercial services, employment opportunities, and transportation access 

between I-285 and I-20 has generated a traffic demand well above the capacity of the 

Interchange of I-285 with SR 155.  The table below lists construction-year and design-year 

traffic volumes: 

 

Roadway Section ADT2014 ADT2034 

SR 155 south of I-285 47,600 66,700 

SR 155 north of I-285 41,200 57,650 

I-285 east of SR 155 191,500 268,250 

I-285 west of SR 155 191,700 268,500 

 

The project would promote energy conservation by efficiently moving traffic through the 

interchange area. 

 

The purpose of the project is to reduce crash frequency and severity and improve traffic 

operations. 

  

The project is included in the Transportation Improvement Program (FY 2010-2014) of the 

adopted Atlanta Regional Transportation Plan (TIP Number DK-AR-206). 

 

Project location 

The proposed project is located in southwest DeKalb County, beginning along I-285 at a point 

east of Doless Creek (Milepost 48.61) and ending at a point west of Shoal Creek (Milepost 

47.63), an approximate length of 0.98 miles.  The work includes widening/reconstructing SR 155 

from the intersection with Clifton Springs Road (Milepost 7.05) northward to the intersection 

with Panthersville Road/Fairlake Drive (Milepost 8.06).   
 

 

Description of the Approved Concept (March 24, 2004): 
The proposed project would reconstruct the Interchange of I-285 with SR 155/Flat Shoals Road 

in DeKalb County.  The work would include construction of a new bridge along SR 155 over I-
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285.  The replacement bridge would provide three through lanes in each direction, bike lanes on 

both sides,  and dual, left-turn lanes from SR 155 northbound and southbound onto I-285 

eastbound and westbound.  The Interstate Exit Ramps would be widened to provide dual, left-

turn and dual, right-turn lanes onto SR 155.  The Interstate Entrance Ramps would be widened to 

provide three lanes at the ramp intersections with SR 155.  The lanes would taper down to one 

lane prior to the ramp nose point with I-285.  Work along I-285 would include constructing 

urban interstate shoulders with a closed drainage system.  Auxiliary lanes would be constructed 

along I-285 on the approach to the Interchange to provide dual exit lanes onto the Exit Ramps.  

Work along Panthersville Road would include replacing the existing overpass structure to 

accommodate the I-285 typical section.  The typical section for Panthersville Road would be 

widened to provide for two travel lanes and a bicycle lane in each direction.  The opposing travel 

lanes would be separated by a 14-foot flush median.   
 

PDP Classification: Major__X___  Minor__________ 

 

Federal Oversight:  Full Oversight ( ),  Exempt (x),  State Funded (  ),   or Other (  ) 

 

Functional Classification:  Urban Minor Arterial (SR 155/Flat Shoals Road) 

            Urban Interstate (I-285)     

            Urban Minor Arterial (Panthersville Road) 

 

U. S. Route Number(s):  I-285   State Route Number(s):  SR 155, SR 407 

  

Traffic Volume Data (as shown in the approved concept report): 

Roadway Section ADT2006 ADT2026 

SR 155 south of I-285 30,565 45,985 

SR 155 north of I-285 40,075 59,580 

I-285 east of SR 155 174,210 214,135 

I-285 west of SR 155 140,805 212,000 

 

Updated Traffic Volume Data: 

Roadway Section ADT2014 ADT2034 

SR 155 south of I-285 47,600 66,700 

SR 155 north of I-285 41,200 57,650 

I-285 east of SR 155 191,500 268,250 

I-285 west of SR 155 191,700 268,500 

 

Approved/Programmed Funding Schedule: 

PE: 1999  ROW:  2012/2013  CST:  2017 

 

VE Study Required          Yes (X)          No (    )   Completed February 25, 2004 

 

Benefit/Cost Ratio: 1.00 
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Is the project located in an Ozone Non-attainment area?       Yes (X)       No (  ) 

The current ARC Air Quality Model for SR 155 between Clifton Springs Road and Panthersville 

Road shows three through lanes in each direction.  The Air Quality Model was updated based on 

the currently-approved Concept Report.  

 

Is the project in a PM2.5 Non-Attainment area?       Yes (X)      No (  ) 

 

Approved Features: 

Described the features(s) of the approved 

project concept to be revised and the reasons 

for the revision: 

 

SR 155/Flat Shoals Road 

Construct an additional through lane and a 

bike lane in each direction along SR 155 

from the intersection of Clifton Springs 

Road north to the intersection of 

Panthersville Road.  Dual left-turn lanes 

will be provided in each direction along SR 

155 onto I-285 in each direction.  An 

auxiliary right-turn lane will be constructed 

along SR 155 in each direction on the 

approach to the Entrance Ramps. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I-285 

Provide width under bridge as to not 

preclude future construction of a barrier-

separated HOV and an additional mainline 

lane in each direction.  Construct an 

auxiliary lane on the approach to the 

Interchange Exit Ramps to provide dual 

exit lanes.  The Interchange Ramps will be 

constructed with full depth asphalt 

pavement. 

 

 

 

 

Proposed Features: 

List the revised feature(s): 

 

 

 

SR 155/Flat Shoals Road 
Omit the additional lane in each direction 

along SR 155 from Clifton Springs Road 

north to the intersection of Panthersville 

Road.  The proposed project limits have 

been reduced to eliminate any work at these 

two intersections, therefore, no operational 

analysis is needed.  This will reduce the 

project length by approximately 0.5 miles, 

reduce the right of way impacts and 

resulting displacements from six to four, and 

reduce construction time and associated 

costs.  The typical section within the project 

limits will have two twelve foot lanes and a 

4’ bike lane in each direction, a variable 

width raised median, and twelve foot urban 

shoulders on both sides of the roadway. 

 

I-285 

Omit width under bridge providing for 

future barrier-separated HOV-, additional 

mainline-, and an auxiliary lane in each 

direction.  Construction of HOV lanes along 

this section of I-285 in not included in the 

2030 Long Range Transportation Plan 

(LRTP). However, this section of I-285 is 

included in Tier 4 of the Metropolitan 

Atlanta Managed Lane Transportation 

System Plan.  Projects described in the Tier 

4 Plan are outside the ARC’s Long Range 

Transportation Plan and no funding source 
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Panthersville Road 

Construct an additional through lane and 

bicycle lane in each direction from the 

intersection with SR 155 southward past 

the bridge over I-285.  Separate opposing 

through lanes by a 14-foot flush median. 

has been identified.  The design year of the 

Tier 4 project within the proposed project 

limits will be outside of the life-cycle of the 

SR 155 Bridge Overpass.  Reduction in the 

typical section width results in shortening 

the work along I-285 by approximately 0.5 

miles, reduces right of way impacts, reduces 

the length of the SR 155 replacement bridge, 

eliminates the need to replace the 

Panthersville Road Overpass bridge, and 

eliminates the need to widen the bridge over 

Shoal Creek and lengthen the Doless Creek 

reinforced concrete box culvert.  The 

reduction in work substantially reduces the 

estimated construction time and associated 

costs.  Retaining the Panthersville Road 

Overpass bridge will require a design 

exception for horizontal clearance along the 

I-285 Westbound Entrance Ramp (Ramp B).  

A request is currently being processed to 

reverse VE Alternative No. 5 which 

recommended reconstructing the Interstate 

Ramps with AC pavement.  A Life Cycle 

Cost Analysis using current-day unit prices 

for asphaltic concrete and Portland cement 

concrete yields PCC pavement over a 40-

year life cycle is a less expensive 

construction alternative.   

 

Panthersville Road 

Omit all proposed improvements other than 

jacking the existing bridge to achieve a 

minimum vertical clearance over I-285 of 

17’.  Eliminating work along Panthersville 

Road will significantly reduce right of way 

impacts and construction time and 

associated costs. 

Reason for Change: The scope of the project is being revised to reduce right of way impacts 

along SR 155 and I-285.  The reduction in associated right-of-way and construction costs will 

ensure the project is cost efficient and within allocated funding.  The proposed revised concept 

report satisfies the Need & Purpose and provides and acceptable LOS within the project limits.  
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The life-cycle cost analysis for the pavement selection was performed in 2003 and is outdated 

with the current material costs.  Also, the construction can be staged with the use of PCC.  An 

updated life-cycle cost analysis has been performed to verify that PCC is the most cost-effective 

alternative. 

 

Potential Environmental Impacts of Proposed Revision: 
Due to the reduced footprint of the proposed project, there will be a reduction of the potential 

environmental impacts.  The purpose of the project is to reduce crash frequency and severity and 

improve traffic operations, therefore, demonstrates independent utility and logical termini by the 

lengthening of the ramps and adding dual turn lanes on the bridge.  There are no anticipated 

effects to the project schedule.   

 

Updated Cost Estimate 

Construction (incl. E&I) 

 

Fuel Adjustment 

 

Right-of-Way  

 

Utilities (reimbursable) 

$ 17,144,400.00 

 

$   2,054,000.00 

 

$ 13,394,000.00 

 

$ 500,000.00 

 

 

 

Recommendation: Recommend that the proposed revision to the concept be approved for 

implementation. 

 

Attachments: 

1. Location Sketch 

2. Typical Sections 

3. Pavement Life-cycle Cost Analysis 

4. Cost Estimates 

5. Conforming plan’s network schematics showing through lanes. 

6. Traffic Diagrams 

7. Traffic Analysis 

8. B/C ratio 

9. FHWA Correspondence on HOV Lanes (2) 

10. PIOH Response Letters 

 

 

 

 

 























Attachment #2

Revised: September 27, 2010

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

STATE OF GEORGIA

--------------------
INTERDEPARTMENT CORRESPONDENCE

FILE PROJECT No.  IMNH0-0285-01(354), DeKalb OFFICE Program Delivery

I-285 at SR 155/Flat Shoals Road Interchange
P.I. No. 713290- DATE 12/3/2010

FROM Bobby Hilliard, P.E., State Program Delivery Engineer

TO Ronald E. Wishon, Project Review Engineer

SUBJECT REVISIONS TO PROGRAMMED COSTS – CONCEPT REVISION

PROJECT MANAGER Karyn Matthews MNGT LET DATE 7/15/2014

MNGT R/W DATE 7/15/2012

PROGRAMMED COST (TPro W/OUT INFLATION) LAST ESTIMATE UPDATE

CONSTRUCTION $32,000,000.00 DATE 10/10/2008

RIGHT OF WAY $16,000,000.00 DATE 3/26/2008

UTILITIES $776,400.00 DATE 10/10/2008

REVISED COST ESTIMATES

CONSTRUCTION* $19,198,100.00

RIGHT OF WAY $13,394,000.00

UTILITIES $500,000.00

* Costs contain 5% Engineering and Inspection 

REASON FOR COST DECREASE   Reduction in scope of the project.  



CONTINGENCY SUMMARY

Construction Cost Estimate: $16,328,000.00 (Base Estimate)

Engineering and Inspection: $816,400.00 (Base Estimate x 5 %)

Total Fuel Adjustment $ 896,300.00 (From attached worksheet)

Total Liquid AC Adjustment $ 1,157,400.00 (From attached worksheet)

Construction Total: $19,198,100.00

REIMBURSABLE UTILITY COST

Utility Owner Reimbursable Costs

Georgia Power Co. $500,000.00

AT&T Georgia $0.00

DeKalb County Water $0.00

DeKalb County Sewer $0.00

Atlanta Gas Light $0.00

Comcast

________________ ________________

$0.00

________________ ________________

________________ ________________

________________ ________________

________________ ________________

            Attachments

        c: Genetha Rice-Singleton, State Program Control Administrator











2010-08-23 util cost verification.txt
From: Woodard, Wade
Sent: Monday, August 23, 2010 5:14 PM
To: Matthews, Karyn
Cc: Walker, Jonathan; Witherspoon, Sharon
Subject: RE: P.I. 713290 Cost Estimate 9-30-09

Karyn, I have looked at the estimate I sent you last year and it’s ok to used it.
Nothing have 
change in that area since I work up that estimate. When the 1st submission of plans 
goes out we 
will have a better estimate from the utilities that are out there. 

Thanks

Wade  Woodard
Georgia Department of Transportation
District #7 Metro Utility Engineer
Serving: DeKalb, Rockdale Counties
5025 New Peachtree Road
Chamblee Georgia, 30341
 Phone  770-986-1117
 Fax       770-986-1411 
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Matthews, Karyn

From: Latoya.Johnson@dot.gov
Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2009 9:28 AM
To: Matthews, Karyn
Cc: melinda.roberson@dot.gov; Haithcock, Michael
Subject: IMNH0-0285-01(354) I-285 @ SR155/Flat Shoals Rd

Hi Karyn, 
I wanted to follow-up on our discussion from June 16, 2009 about the subject project.  During our meeting you expressed 
some concern about the August 28, 2001 memo from Walter Boyd.  The memo required that the final design of theI-285 
@ SR155/Flat Shoals Rd interchange not preclude future HOV typical sections.  Because no HOV lanes are anticipated 
or programmed in the near future for this portion of I-285, the memo should not be an issue.  The approved revised 
concept report will supersede the approval of the original concept report.  Consequently, the August 2001 memo will be 
superseded.  However, the revised concept report should cite the memo and address why the conditions of the memo 
may not be appropriate today.  Let me know if you have any questions. 

LaToya Johnson 
Transportation Engineer
Federal Highway Administration
Georgia Division
61 Forsyth Street, SW
Suite 17T100
Atlanta, GA 30303
404-562-4280 phone
404-562-3703 fax
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2010 PIOH Response Letter

Distribution:

Title First Name Last Name Address Line 1 City State ZIP Code

Ms. Sonya Scandrick 3042 Waldrop Circle Decatur GA 30034

Ms. Melinda Williams 2335 Verna Drive Decatur GA 30034

Mr. Andrew Williams 2335 Verna Drive Decatur GA 30034

Ms. Bryesha Zenae Smith 3983 Wychwood Lane Ellenwood GA 30294

Ms. Kenya Ransey 2786 Vining Ridge Terrace Decatur GA 30034

Mr. Artis Floyd 2929 Gwendon Terrace Decatur GA 30034

Mr. Momin 562 Doyal Mills Court Stone Mountain GA 30083

Mr. Leon Richards 2906 Hillside Way Decatur GA 30034

Mr. Ronnie Ragland 2848 Norgate Court Decatur GA 30034




