




Revised Project Concept Report – Page 2 P.I. Number:  621595 
County:  Pickens 
 
PLANNING, APPROVED CONCEPT, & BACKGROUND DATA  

Project Justification Statement:  

The proposed project was programmed in 1999 at the request of the Director of Planning and 
Programming.  The entire project lies within Pickens County and is in the FY 2013-2016 STIP.  This 
project is located along SR 53 east of the City of Jasper and west of the Dawson County line.  Currently 
SR 53 in the area of the project is a two lane route that is functionally classified as a rural principal 
arterial and is not listed as a designated bike route in the Statewide Bicycle Plan. 

Design traffic is not currently available, therefore based upon existing traffic information obtained from 
the GDOT State Traffic and Report Statistics (STARS) program, the 2012 Average Annual Daily Traffic 
(AADT) on SR 53 along the project corridor is 3,780 AADT.  The corridor currently operates at a Level of 
Service (LOS) B.  Assuming a 1.5% annual growth rate, the future year (2037) daily traffic volumes on this 
route are projected to increase to approximately 5,480 (LOS C).  LOS C is considered an acceptable level-
of-service (LOS), which is outlined as a performance measure in the current Statewide Transportation 
Plan. 

Analysis of the latest available crash data (2007-2009) for this section of SR 53 indicated that the crash 
rate exceeded the statewide average for all three years (2007-2009) and the injury rate exceeded all 
three years for similarly functionally classified facilities.  The SR 53 facility did not exceed the statewide 
average for fatality rate in any of the three years reviewed.  There were a total of 27 crashes from 2007 
to 2009 with 5 being angles crashes, 18 were not a collision with a vehicle, 3 were rear end crashes and 
1 was a sideswipe. 

The eastern project limit for PI 621595 is currently at Steve Tate Road, where there is some small 
commercial development, and the western terminus is currently at Old Mill White Road.  In this section 
there is some rolling terrain and only minimum passing opportunities.  The section of roadway east of 
Old Mill White Road provides access to several marble/processing facilities and passing lanes are already 
provided in this section of SR 53.  At these locations the project has independent utility and has no 
significant adverse effects on the operational conditions of SR 53 corridor beyond the boundaries of this 
passing lane project.  This project addresses immediate operational needs along SR 53. 

A need exists to lessen crash frequency and severity within the project corridor.  Final determination of 
logical termini will be determined as the Office of Environmental Services develops the environmental 
document. 

Description of the approved concept: Eastbound passing lanes on SR 53 east of Tate from MP 
24.75 to MP 25.75 and from MP 27.0 to MP 28.8. 
 
PDP Classification:  Major   Minor 
 
Federal Oversight:  Full Oversight  Exempt  State Funded  Other 
 
Projected Traffic as shown in the approved Concept Report: ADT or AADT 

   



Revised Project Concept Report – Page 3 P.I. Number:  621595 
County:  Pickens 
 
 Open Year (2005):   5,000 Design Year (2025):  10,000 
 
Updated Traffic: ADT 
 Open Year (2018):   5,050  Design Year (2038):  6,250 
 
Functional Classification (Mainline):   Rural Principal Arterial  
 
VE Study anticipated:    No   Yes    Completed – Date:     
 

PROPOSED REVISIONS 

Approved Features: Proposed Features: 
• Typical Section:  Three 12-ft. lanes 

with eight ft. shoulders. 
 

• Project Termini: Two sites from (MP 
25.72) east of CR 36/Old Mill White 
Rd. to (MP 28.43) east of CR 
294/Steve Tate Rd. 
 

• Typical Section:  Three 12-ft. lanes 
with ten ft. shoulders. 
 

• Project Termini:  One site from (MP 
26.27) near CR 50/Four Mile Church 
Rd. to (MP 27.47) west of CR 
46/Wilkie Rd. 
 

 
Reason(s) for change:  Project is being shortened to one site due to high cost of construction of walls 
necessary for slope stability between milepost 25.50 and milepost 26.14.  The portion of project 
retained is 1.2 miles long and the lowest cost to construct section of roadway. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

Project Air Quality: 

Is the project located in a PM 2.5 Non-attainment area?   No   Yes 
Is the project located in an Ozone Non-attainment area?   No   Yes 
Is a Carbon Monoxide hotspot analysis required?   No   Yes 
 
Potential environmental impacts of proposed revision:  The proposed revision will reduce impact 
to the historical boundary located west of CR 38/Four Mile Church Road at approximate milepost 
26.28.  The impact to the stream buffer located south of SR 53 at approximate milepost 27.20 will 
be unchanged. 
 
Have proposed revisions been reviewed by environmental staff?  No   Yes 
 
Environmental responsibilities (Studies/Documents/Permits):  GDOT 
 
Environmental impacts by section:  

NEPA:  yes  
Ecology:  A study to assess bat population has been requested. 
Archeology:  No archeology impacts have been identified. 
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