
ORIGINAL TO GENERAL FILES

D.O.T. 66

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
STATE OF GEORGIA

INTERDEPARTMENT CORRESPONDENCE

FILE P. I. Nos. 351130 & 351135, Bibb County
STP-3213(3) & BRMLB-3213(5)
CR 723 Widening and Reconstruction DATE October 26,2005

FROM ~t 7~Sistant DirectorofPreconstruction

TO ($V SEE DISTRIBUTION

OFFICE Preconstruction

SUBJECT APPROVED NOTICE OF LOCATION AND DESIGN

Attached for your further handling is the approved Location and Design Report on the above
subject project.

Also attached is the Notice of Location and Design Approval. This is authorization for the
District to proceed with advertisement.

MBP/cj .

Attachment

DISTRIBUTION:

Brian Summersl
Harvey Keepler
Jamie Simpson
Paul Liles
Keith Golden
Ken Thompson!
Joe Pa1ladi(fil~ copy)
Babs Abubakari
Ben Buchan
Thomas Howell
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
STATE OF GEORGIA

INTERDEPARTMENT CORRESPONDENCE

FILE STP-3213(3) & BRMLB-3213(5), Bibb County
CR 723/ Forest Hill Road Widening from Wimbish Road
to Northside Drive & Forest Hill Road at Sabbath Creek

P~~~1135
Jt.tn*:sB. Buchan, P.E., State Urban Design Engineer

OFFICEUrban Design

DATE October 18, 2005

FROM

TO Margaret B. Pirkle, P.E. Assistant Director of Preconstruct ion

SUBJECT Request for Location and Design Approval

DESCRIPTION and PROJECT PROPOSAL: The project is located in the city of Macon, Georgia in
Bibb County. The project proposes to widen and reconstruct Forest Hill Road from Wimbish Road to
Northside Drive and to replace the bridge culvert at Sabbath Creek. The improvements to Forest Hill
Road begin at milepost 0.75 and continue approximately to milepost 2.54. The length of the project is
1.78 miles. The proposed typical section consists of two 12-foot trave11aneswith a 14-foot two-way left-
turn lane and 12-foot urban shoulders including a 5-foot sidewalk and 3-foot grass strip.

CONCEPT APPROVAL DATE: December 15, 1998; September 8, 2003 Revised Concept

CONCEPT UPDATE: The shoulder grass strip width is revised from 3.5-foot to 3.0-foot as approved in
the Revised Concept Report.

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND REASSESMENT APPROVAL DATE: Environmental
Assessment/ FONSI approved on June 15,2004.

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT: A Public Hearing Open House, a preliminary design Stakeholders Meeting
and a lighting/landscaping Stakeholders Meeting have been conducted for this project. An additional
lighting/landscaping Stakeholders Meeting is currently being planned.

. Public Hearing Open House
0 The meeting was held on June 11,2001 at Springdale Elementary School in

Macon, Georgia.

There were 315 members of the community as well as FHW A, GDOT, City and
County officials in attendance. A majority of the 232 comments received were
against the project. The opposing comments concerned; increased traffic,
pollution, noise, accidents, and loss of neighborhood integrity by widening the
road.
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0 As a result of the negative feedback, additional public involvement meetings
were scheduled to adequately address the concerns of citizens.

Stakeholders Meeting (preliminary design)
0 The meeting was held on May 30, 2002 at Holiday Inn on Arkwright Road in

Macon, Georgia.
There were 40 members of the community, 11 stakeholders, 2 FHW A
administrators along with a number of GDOT, City and County representatives
in attendance.

The opposing comments concerned: increased traffic, pollution, noise, accidents,
. and loss of neighborhood integrity by widening the road.
Several commitments to update the design were made and listed in the
environmental document including: offering property owners flat landing areas
at driveway entrances, lighting and landscaping in the plans, and possibly
installing traffic calming devices.
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Stakeholders Meeting (lighting and landscaping)
0 The meeting was held on April 14, 2005 at 815 North Macon Park Drive in

Macon, Georgia. There were 11 stakeholders in attendance. City and County
officials were also present.
Opposing and supporting comments were evenly distributed.
Opposing comment concerned poor maintenance of the landscaping and
disruption to overhead lighting during inclement weather. Supporting comments
suggested pedestrian lighting in addition to roadway lighting.
Landscape architects and lighting consultants are developing three alternatives
for lighting the project which will be presented at the next Stakeholders Meeting.
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CONSISTENCY WITH APPROVED PLANNING:

The design description as presented herein and submitted for approval is consistent with the approved
Concept Report.

RECOMMENDA TIONS: The Office of Urban Design recommends that the location and design for this
project be approved and that the attached Notice be approved for advertising. .

RECOMMEND:

APPROVE:

JBB:D(vf%

Preconstruction

().:I~~Chief Engineer
to/], ~ / OJ

Date of Approval

Attachments:
Location Sketch

Notice of Location and Design
Cost Estimates
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NOTICE OF LOCATION AND DESIGN APPROVAL

PROJECT STP-3213(3) & BRMLB-3213(5), BIBB COUNTY, GEORGIA
P.I. NO.: 351130 & 351135

Notice is hereby given in compliance with Georgia Code 22-2-109 that the Georgia Department
of Transportation has approved the Location and Design of the above project.

Date of Location and Design Approval: X1?JljEIZ- 2/p12-0~

The project proposes to widen and reconstruct Forest Hill Road from Wimbish Road to
Northside Drive and to replace the bridge culvert at Sabbath Creek. The project is located 90% in
the City of Macon and 10% in Bibb County, the beginning mile post reference is 0.75 and the
ending post is 2.54.

The proposed typical section consists of two 12-foot travel lanes with a 14-foot two-way left-turn
lane and 12-foot urban shoulders including a 5-foot sidewalk and a 3-foot grass strip. The
project will provide landscaping and lighting. Intersection improvements are proposed
throughout the project length.

Drawings, maps, or plats of the proposed project, as approved, are and on file and available for
inspection at the Georgia Department of Transportation:

Mr. Brink Stokes, District 3 Area 4 Engineer
brink.stokes @dot.state.ga.us

4499Riverside Drive
Macon, Georgia 31210

Phone (478) 757-2601/2602

Any interested party may obtain a copy of the drawings, maps, plats, or portions thereof, by
paying a nominal fee and requesting in writing to:

Mr. James B. Buchan, P.E., State Urban Design Engineer
Office of Urban Design

ben.buchan@dot.state.ga.us
No.2 Capitol Square, SW

Atlanta, Georgia 30334
Phone (404)656-5436

Any written request in reference to this Notice should include the Project and P.I. Numbers as
noted at the top of this notice.














