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November 26, 2007 
 
 
Ms. Lisa L. Myers 
Design Review Engineering Manager 
State of Georgia Department of Transportation 
No. 2 Capital Square, Room 266 
Atlanta, Georgia 30334-1002 
 
re: Project Numbers EDS-545(38, 47, 54, and 55), P. I. Nos. 222260, 221740, 222264, 122840  

SR 17 Widening and Reconstruction, Wilkes and Elbert Counties 
 Value Engineering Study Report 
 
Dear Ms. Myers: 
 
Lewis & Zimmerman Associates, Inc. is pleased to submit four hard copies and one electronic copy of the 
referenced value engineering study report. The objective of the VE effort was to identify opportunities to 
enhance the value and constructability of the project and reduce costs. 
 
All of the projects have the primary objective of widening and reconstruction of State Route 17 from two 
lanes to four lanes as part of the Governor’s Road Improvement Program to promote economic 
development through an improved transportation network. Although the majority of the corridor follows 
the existing alignment, Unit 38 departs from the current alignment on a new location to bypass the Town 
of Tignall.  This departure increases the cost of the facility and could represent an economic down-turn as 
traffic flows away for downtown Tignall. 
 
As with all widening and reconstruction projects, safety improvements are a major component of the 
process. The VE team identified opportunities to increase safety by minimizing the number of median 
openings and shortening realignments and inducing a slow-down as vehicles approach the new 
intersections with the mainline. 
 
We thank you for your assistance during the course of the VE team’s work. Please do not hesitate to call 
upon us if you or any of the reviewers have any questions regarding the information presented in this 
report. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
LEWIS & ZIMMERMAN ASSOCIATES, INC. 
 
 
Luis M. Venegas, PE, CVS, FSAVE, LEED® AP 
Vice President 
 

Value Consulting Services 
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