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PLANNING, APPROVED CONCEPT, AND BACKGROUND  
Project STP00-0043-01(057) or PI No. 220680 is located along SR 4 within the City of Augusta and 
Richmond County, Georgia.  The proposed improvements for PI No. 220680 entail the widening and 
installation of raised median along SR 4 from M.L. King Jr. Blvd to Government Street.  The project 
also will construct a raised median on the existing four lane section of SR 4 from Milledgeville Road 
to 15th Street.  The Preliminary engineering phase of this project PI No.220680 was authorized in 
1992 and in 1997.  The Right of Way phase is scheduled for 2015 and long range, and the 
construction phase is long range.    
 
In October 1982 the widening of SR 4 was added to the Augusta Regional Transportation Study’s 
(ARTS) Long Range Transportation Plan by the ARTS Policy Committee.  The project, justified 
based on traffic volumes and travel demand model runs, was added to the ARTS Transportation 
Improvement Program in the late-1980s and Preliminary Engineering began in the early-1990s.  The 
project also became classified as partially funded by the Transportation Improvement Act (TIA) in 
2012.   
 
Josey High School is the major activity center and traffic generator located on the eastern end of the 
project on SR 4 near Eagles Way.   Local officials have expressed that this school zone is causing a 
congestion problem along this section of two-lane road during AM/PM peak hours.  State Route 4 is 
currently a two lane facility in front of Josey High School and does not have Left or Right turn lanes.    
 
The improved facility will be multi-modal in nature.  During the design phase in 2007, meetings 
were held with local stakeholders to discuss potential improvements for PI 220680.  The 
stakeholders involved members of the local community to discuss potential intersection 
improvements and additional multi-modal improvements. Pedestrians, motorists, transit users, 
bicyclists, and others will benefit by the upgraded SR 4.  The reconstructed SR 4 will improve 
access to and from the Augusta Medical Center, downtown Augusta, employment centers, 
residences, schools, churches and community gathering places.   
 
The funneling effect of traffic on this section of SR 4 / M.L. King Jr. Blvd. (between Milledgeville 
Road and 15th Street) exacerbates the already challenging operational conditions along SR 4 
associated with numerous curb cuts.   The Planning process envisions these operational challenges 
can be alleviated or lessened with the construction of a raised median.       The western end of the 
median installation at Milledgeville Road is logical to address the operational issues concerning left 
turn movements that are magnified by the funneling effect of traffic traveling westbound.   The 
eastern end of the median installation at Government Street is logical to address the operational and 
capacity issues concerning left turn movements along the corridor up to Government Street. 
 
 
Existing conditions:  

State Route 4 runs in a north-south direction through the center of Augusta, GA.  The speed limit 
along SR 4 is 40 mph from Milledgeville Road to Wooten Road and is 35 mph from Wooten Road 
to Government Street.  State Route 4 is a four lane road with 12 foot lanes with a 14 foot center turn 
lane from Milledgeville Road to Wooten Road.   State Route 4 is a two lane road with 12 foot lanes 
from Wooten Road to Government Street.  The functional classification for SR 4 throughout the 
corridor is an Urban Principal Arterial.  Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd and 15th Avenue east of the 
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project corridor is classified as an Urban Minor Arterial. Milledgeville Road west of the project 
corridor is also classified as an Urban Minor Arterial.  Olive Road and Sunset Avenue crossing the 
project corridor are classified as an Urban Collector Streets.  The percentage of trucks along the 
bypass corridor is estimated at 12%. 

 
 
Description of the approved concept:  

The original Concept Report was approved on October 25, 2004 and a Revised Concept Report was 
approved on July 7, 2008.  
 
SR 4/Milledgeville Rd. /MLK Blvd.: 
The approved typical section is 4-11foot travel lanes, two in each direction, and an 18-foot raised 
median with a 12-foot left turn lane at median openings. From Milledgeville Road to Olive Road, the 
roadway will have a 12-foot shoulder with a 5-foot sidewalk and curb and gutter on both sides of the 
roadway. Existing curb and gutter and sidewalk is to be maintained wherever possible from 
Milledgeville Road to Olive Road. From Olive Road to 15th Avenue, the roadway will have a 14-
foot shoulder with an 8-foot sidewalk and curb and gutter on the west side of the roadway and a 12-
foot shoulder with a 5-foot sidewalk and curb and gutter on east side of the roadway.  

 
SR 4/15th Street Section: 
The approved typical section is 4-11foot travel lanes, two in each direction, and a 16-foot raised 
median with a 12-foot left turn lane at median openings, a 15-foot shoulder with an 8-foot 
sidewalk and curb and gutter on the west side of the roadway and a 12-foot shoulder with a 5-
foot sidewalk on east side of the roadway. 
 
 
Federal Oversight:  Full Oversight  Exempt  State Funded  Other 
 
 
 
Projected Traffic as shown in the approved Concept Report: ADT or AADT 
 Open Year (2010):   33,525                 Design Year (2030):  44,950 
 
 
 
Updated Traffic: ADT or AADT 
  
Open Year (2020):  23,400                                   Design Year (2040):  26,900 
 
 
Functional Classification (Mainline):   Urban Principal Arterial 
 
 
VE Study anticipated:    No   Yes    Completed – Date:  2008     
 

 
 









 

 

 

SR 4 Improvements from Milledgeville Road to Government Road 
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MEMO 

To: 

Jeremy T. Busby, PE 

Project Manager 

Georgia Department of Transportation 

Office of Program Delivery 

600 West Peachtree Street, 25
th
 Floor 

Atlanta, GA  30308 

Tlant 

Copies: 

Paul T. DeCamp, Jr., AICP  

Steve Cassell, PE PTOE 

John Paul Stout, MPA 

Adam Williamson, AICP 

 

 

 

From:  

Shamir Poudel, PE 

ARCADIS U.S., Inc. 

 

 

Date: ARCADIS Project No.: 

February 7, 2013 GA064020 

Subject:  

Request for Modification to GDOT 15
th
 Street Project (PI #220680) 

Augusta Sustainable Development Implementation Program (ASDIP) 

 

Background 

The Augusta Sustainable Development Implementation Program (ASDIP) consists of four interrelated 

planning initiatives designed to implement sustainable development in the City of Augusta. Initiative No. 2 

focuses on development of a plan and implementation program for a multimodal transportation corridor 

within the identified project target area, which includes the Deans Bridge Road, Martin Luther King Jr. 

Boulevard, and 15
th
 Street corridors. The scope of work for Initiative No. 2 includes reviewing the current 

GDOT plans and coordinating with GDOT to include context-sensitive elements within the proposed 

footprint of the State Route 4/15
th
 Street Road widening project (PI #220680). The desired outcome of 

Initiative No. 2 is a transportation improvement project that accommodates all uses (vehicles, pedestrians, 

bicycles, and public transit) and includes sufficient amenities. 

As a part of Initiative No. 2, we have completed our review of the in-progress design plans and files dated 

August 2012 for the GDOT project. We have also presented the current GDOT improvement project to the 

public as well as the project steering committee. Based on our review, feedback from the public, input 

from project steering committee and input from City of Augusta, we are requesting that GDOT consider 

the following changes to the current project design for PI #220680. 
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Current GDOT Project 

The State Route 4/15
th
 Street project (PI #220680) is in the Augusta Regional Transportation Study 

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and the Georgia Statewide Transportation Improvement 

Program (STIP). As currently designed by GDOT, the project involves road widening and related 

improvements on 15
th
 Street and Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard from Government Road to Milledgeville 

Road. The current concept includes two travel lanes in each direction separated by a 15-foot to 18-foot 

raised median with left-turn lanes at median openings. Pedestrian components would include a 5-foot-

wide sidewalk along the east side and an 8-foot shared-used path along the west side intended to provide 

pedestrian and bicycle accommodations. Street lighting is also included in the project. 

Recommended Modifications to Current GDOT Project 

Our recommendations are categorized into bicycle and pedestrian accommodations, side road alignment 

modifications, median modifications, and transit accommodations. Following are brief discussions of these 

recommendations and the rationale behind these recommendations. 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Accommodations 

It is our request that GDOT consider including a 5-foot bicycle lane and 5-foot sidewalk along each side of 

Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard and 15
th
 Street. Current GDOT design proposes an 8-foot path along the 

west side of Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard and 15
th
 Street to jointly accommodate pedestrian and bicycle 

traffic; however, the 8-foot path is too narrow to function as a two-way multi-use path. To minimize the 

footprint impacts associated with this change, we are proposing that the raised median along Martin Luther 

King Jr. Boulevard be reduced from 18 feet to 15 feet. In addition, we are proposing that a header curb be 

utilized along the outside instead of a 24-inch curb and gutter. An additional strip of right-of-way will be 

needed to accommodate these changes; however, most of the additional right-of-way need can be met by 

converting the proposed permanent easements to required right-of-way. See the attached typical section for 

the suggested dimensions. A proposed layout can be provided in Microstation and PDF formats.  

Side Road Alignment Modifications 

It is our request that GDOT consider modifying the current design at the intersections of:  

• Essie McIntyre Boulevard and 15
th
 Street 

• Government Road and 15
th
 Street 

The current design for the Essie McIntyre Boulevard and 15
th
 Street intersection calls for a major 

realignment of the western leg of the intersection to provide a perpendicular intersection between these 
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roads. This intersection realignment would result in significant impacts to the TW Josey High School 

property located in the northwest quadrant of the intersection. These impacts would affect parking spaces, 

internal vehicular circulation, and a fenced area beyond the parking lot. We are proposing that a less 

drastic realignment of Essie McIntyre Boulevard be utilized to minimize impacts to the high school. See 

attached layout for suggested modifications. 

The current design for the Government Road and 15
th
 Street intersection calls for a major realignment of 

Government Road so that it aligns with the entrance to the Cherry Tree Crossing apartments. According to 

a recent announcement, the housing authority of the City of Augusta is planning to demolish the existing 

Cherry Tree Crossing complex and redevelop it into a mixed-use development. With this redevelopment, 

the entrance to this property can be relocated to match the existing Government Road, eliminating the 

need to realign Government Road. Our preliminary discussions with the Augusta Housing Authority 

indicate that the Authority is open to working with GDOT on the location of the new entrance. See 

attached layout for suggested modifications. 

Median Width and Left-Turn Bay Modifications 

It is our request that GDOT consider revising the following with respect to medians: 

• Length of currently proposed left-turn bays 

• Width of narrowest section of median in the vicinity of left-turn lanes 

• Addition of mid-block crossing 

Our initial review of left-turning volumes and opposing through volumes indicates that there are 

opportunities to reduce the length of the left-turn bays along Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard and 15
th
 

Street. The goal is to maximize areas along the corridor where full median width is available to install 

grassing, landscaping, and a mid-block crossing without compromising the operations of the intersections. 

We believe there are opportunities to provide wider median widths at the following locations: 

• Station 108+00+/-: approximately 350 linear feet of wider median 

• Station 116+00+/-: approximately 190 linear feet of wider median 

• Station 133+00+/-: approximately 560 linear feet of wider median 

• Station 218+00+/-: approximately 260 linear feet of wider median 

• Station 230+00+/-: approximately 900 linear feet of wider median 

• Station 241+00+/-: approximately 430 linear feet of wider median 
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The narrowest width of the median currently proposed is 1 foot in the vicinity of left-turn bays. We are 

proposing that this be increased to 2 feet as shown in the attached typical section to improve visibility.  

Our review of the corridor indicates that an additional pedestrian crossing is needed along Martin Luther 

King Jr. Boulevard between the intersections of Olive Road and 15
th
 Street. The distance between these 

signalized intersections with a protected pedestrian crossing opportunity is 0.3 mile. A mid-block crossing 

will alert motorists of the crossing and will allow pedestrians to take refuge at the median after crossing 

two lanes of traffic.  

Transit Accommodations 

Currently the City of Augusta does not operate a bus route along Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard and 

15
th
 Street. However, it is anticipated that the City will reroute Bus Route No. 6 through Martin Luther King 

Jr. Boulevard and 15
th
 Street after the GDOT widening is completed. In addition to replacing two existing 

bus shelters located in the vicinity of TW Josey High School, it is requested that GDOT consider including 

additional bus shelters at the following locations to serve the corridor with transit: 

• Two bus shelters in the vicinity of TW Josey High School in addition to replacement of the two existing 

bus shelters. The first new shelter is proposed to serve northbound buses along 15
th 

Street. The second 

new shelter is proposed to serve westbound buses along Essie McIntyre Boulevard. 

• Two bus shelters (one along northbound and one along southbound Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard) at 

the intersection of Milledgeville Road and Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard to serve destinations 

including the YMCA, Wilkerson Gardens Elementary School, and Augusta Christian School. 

• Two bus shelters at the intersection of Olive Road and Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard (one along 

northbound and one along southbound Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard) to serve the Jennings Homes 

housing facility and Ebenezer Seventh Day Adventist School. 

• Two bus shelters at the intersection of 15
th
 Street and Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard (one on each 

side of the road) to serve residential areas in the vicinity of this major intersection. 

Thank you for your consideration. We would be happy to meet with you to discuss these recommendations. 

 

Attachments: 

Revised Typical Section 

Intersection Layouts 

Microstation and PDF Concepts (not attached but available if needed) 






















































































