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PLANNING AND BACKGROUND 
Project Justification Statement:   
This project would improve the interchange of I-285 and SR 6 (Camp Creek Parkway). I-285 is an 8-lane 
urban interstate principal arterial, and SR 6 is a 4-lane urban principal arterial. This project is located within 
the Atlanta MPO boundary and is listed in the TIP as FS-281. 
 
Improvements for this interchange were identified and evaluated by the Office of Traffic Operations as well as 
the Office of Planning through its Metro Atlanta Operational Planning Study, which found that both of the I-285 
off-ramps to SR 6 tend to back up onto I-285 during the peak periods. 
 
On I-285 the current (2014) AADT is 147,000 (level of service, LOS, “D”), and on SR 6, AADT is 75,500 (LOS, 
“C”) near the interchange. According to the design traffic (no build), the 2040 traffic volumes are forecast to be 
190,300 vehicles per day (LOS “F”) on I-285, and 97,000 (LOS “F”) on SR 6. 
 
This project is justified by the need to improve operations and reduce delay associated with congestion in the 
I-285 at SR 6 area and to minimize back-ups onto the I-285 mainline.  
 
Existing conditions:  
The project consists of the interchange of I-285/SR 407 and SR 6/Camp Creek Parkway and the downstream 
intersections of N Commerce Dr@ SR 6/Camp Creek Parkway and Desert Dr@ SR 6/Camp Creek Parkway. 
All four intersections are signalized. SR 6/Camp Creek Parkway is a 4 lane urban principal arterial with urban 
shoulders and a depressed median. The bridge over I-285 is six lanes wide including 2 travel lanes and 1 left 
turn lane in each direction. I-285/SR 407 is an 8 lane urban interstate principal arterial with rural shoulders 
and barrier separated median. 
 
Other projects in the area:   

• Project Number MSL00-0005-00(132), PI #0005132, and Fulton County, I-285 noise barriers from I-
85 to I-20 East and West sides. 

• PI #0010782, Clayton, Cobb, DeKalb & Fulton Counties, I-285 variable speed limit signs. 
• PI #0012818, Fulton County, Signal Upgrade at the intersection of SR 6 and CS 6396/North 

Commerce Drive. 
• PI #0012832, Fulton County, Improvements at the intersection of SR 6 and CS 6396/North 

Commerce Drive. 
• PI #0013314, Fulton County, I-285 @ CS 1389/Washington Road; includes Washington Road 

widening. 
• PI #0013709, Fulton County, CS 1388/Welcome All Road @ CSX #638616P in East Point. 
• PI #710049, Cobb, DeKalb & Fulton Counties, I-285 pavement markings. 
• Project Number NH000-9329-00(010), PI #752690, Fulton County, SR 6 from I-285 East to Herschel 

Lee Road. 
• Project Number NH000-00MS-00(146), PI #752700, Fulton County, SR 6 from Chattahoochee River 

East to I-285. 
• Project Number I-285-1(205)CT1, PI #H000220, Fulton County, I-285 Atlanta Circumferential 

Highway 
• PI #M004620, Cobb & Fulton Counties, I-285 from South of Washington Road/Fulton to North of 

Orchard Road/Cobb. 
 

MPO: Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC)  
 
TIP #: FS-281    
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Congressional District(s):   #5 & #13  
 
Federal Oversight: ☐ PoDI  ☒ Exempt ☐ State Funded ☐ Other 
 
Projected Traffic:  AADT  24 HR T: 4.5 % 
SR 6/Camp Creek Parkway 
Current Year (2014):   75,500     Open Year (2020):   79,800     Design Year (2040):   97,000 
 
I-285/SR 407 
Current Year (2014):   147,000     Open Year (2020):   156,000     Design Year (2040):   190,300 
 
Traffic Projections Performed by:   GDOT Office of Planning 
 
Functional Classification (Mainline):  Urban Principal Arterial  
 
Complete Streets - Bicycle, Pedestrian, and/or Transit Standard Warrants:                        

Warrants met:  ☐ None         ☒  Bicycle        ☒ Pedestrian      ☒ Transit 
Bicycle, pedestrian and transit warrants were met for the proposed project. The surrounding land use is 
mostly commercial and residential development and there is visible evidence of pedestrian activity over 
the bridge in the form of worn paths of dirt where there is no sidewalk present as shown on the picture 
below.  Thus the reconfiguration of the existing interchange to a DDI and the widening of the existing 
bridge 7 feet to the North will accommodate 8 feet shared-use-path at the center of the bridge which 
meets warrant 4 and 5 for Standard Bike Warrants. 

 
 
 

 
Figure 1: Worn paths behind guardrail at SR 6/Camp Creek Parkway@I-285 NB Off Ramp intersection 
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Is this a 3R (Resurfacing, Restoration, & Rehabilitation) Project? ☒ No  ☐ Yes 
 
Pavement Evaluation and Recommendations 

Initial Pavement Evaluation Summary Report Required?   ☐ No  ☒ Yes 
Initial Pavement Type Selection Report Required?   ☐ No  ☒ Yes 
Feasible Pavement Alternatives:   ☐  HMA ☐ PCC                ☒  HMA & PCC 

 
Note: Initial Pavement Type Selection report was requested from Office of Materials and Testing on 
August 8, 2015. These reports will be included as attachments once they are received. 
 
DESIGN AND STRUCTURAL  
 
Description of the proposed project:  
The proposed project would construct a diverging diamond interchange at the existing overpass of SR 
6/Camp Creek Parkway at I-285 located in East Point, Fulton County, Georgia. Associated with the 
construction of the interchange, improvements would also be made to Camp Creek Parkway/SR 6 to 
accommodate the design elements that would be required for the interchange. The existing bridge would 
be maintained in place, widened 7 ft to the north and both shoulders reconstructed. The beginning of the 
project is at milelog 8.69 on SR 6/Camp Creek Parkway and the end is at milelog 9.44. The total length of 
the project is 0.75 miles. 
 

 
Figure 3: Diverging Diamond Layout 
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Major Structures:   
Structure Existing Proposed 

Camp Creek 
Parkway Bridge 
over I-285 
Bridge ID:     
121-0466-0 

Length: 236.33’ 
Total Deck Width: 94.667’ 
Lane Width: 6-12ft lanes 
Shoulder Width: 10ft outside, 6 ft to 
barrier wall inside 
Sufficiency Rating: 93.10  

The proposed project retains the 
current bridge and reconstructs the 
outside shoulder on both sides and 
adds 7 feet to the north side of the 
bridge deck. The 12 foot lane widths 
would be widened to 13’. The outside 
shoulder would be reduced from 6’ to 2’ 
and a 2’ inside shoulder would be 
added. The proposed project adds an 
11’ barrier separated pedestrian 
walkway down the middle of the bridge. 
Total width of bridge 100.25’. Total 
length of bridge 236.33’.    

  
Mainline Design Features:  SR 6/Camp Creek Parkway – Urban Principal Arterial 
 

Feature Existing Standard* Proposed 
Typical Section: Camp Creek Parkway    
- Number of Lanes  4 4 4 
- Lane Width(s) 12 ft 12 ft 12 ft/13 ft on bridge 
- Median Width & Type 36-ft; Depressed  20 or 24 ft 

Raised 
24 ft; Raised West 
of I-285 
36 ft; Raised  East 
of I-285 

- Outside Shoulder or Border Area Width  6 ft 10-16 ft 12 ft 
- Outside Shoulder Slope N/A N/A N/A 
- Inside Shoulder Width 0 ft 0 ft 2 ft 
- Sidewalks  5 ft  5 ft 5 ft /8 ft 4in on 

bridge 
- Auxiliary Lanes  12 ft 12 ft 12 ft /13 ft on bridge 
- Bike Lanes N/A 4 ft N/A 
Posted Speed 45 mph  45 mph 
Design Speed 45 mph 45 mph 45 mph/25 mph 

within DDI 
Min Horizontal Curve Radius 1909.86 ft** 711 ft 1909.86 ft /150 ft 

within DDI 
Maximum Superelevation Rate Unknown 4% 4% 
Maximum Grade Unknown 7% Max 7% 
Access Control Permitted Permitted Permitted 
Design Vehicle Not Available WB-62  WB-67 
Pavement Type HMA/Concrete HMA/Concrete HMA/Concrete 
Crossover Angle N/A 45 Min. 40 
*According to current GDOT design policy if applicable 
**Value from historical plans available. 
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Major Interchanges/Intersections:   
 
I-285 Interchange with SR 6/Camp Creek Parkway 
SR 6/Camp Creek Parkway and N Commerce Dr 
SR 6/Camp Creek Parkway and Desert Dr 
 
Lighting required:   ☐ No  ☒ Yes 
Although lighting is not required per GDOT policy for this project, the City of East Point and Airport West 
Community Improvement District (AWCID) has requested it be added to the project due to the unfamiliar 
configuration. AWCID will provide partial funding for the lighting. There is existing lighting on the west side of 
the interchange. 
 
Off-site Detours Anticipated:  ☒ No  ☐ Yes   ☐  Undetermined   
 
Transportation Management Plan [TMP] Required:  ☐ No  ☒ Yes  

If Yes: Project classified as:     ☐ Non-Significant ☒ Significant 
TMP Components Anticipated:  ☒ TTC  ☒ TO  ☒  PI 

 
Design Exceptions to FHWA/AASHTO controlling criteria anticipated: 

FHWA/AASHTO Controlling Criteria No 
Undeter- 

mined Yes 
Appvl Date 

(if applicable)  
1. Design Speed ☒   ☐   ☐    
2. Lane Width ☒   ☐   ☐    
3. Shoulder Width ☒   ☐   ☐    
4. Bridge Width ☒   ☐   ☐    
5. Horizontal Alignment ☒   ☐   ☐    
6. Superelevation ☒   ☐   ☐    
7. Vertical Alignment ☒   ☐   ☐    
8. Grade ☒   ☐   ☐    
9. Stopping Sight Distance ☒   ☐   ☐    
10. Cross Slope ☒   ☐   ☐    
11. Vertical Clearance ☒   ☐   ☐    
12. Lateral Offset to Obstruction ☒   ☐   ☐    
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Design Variances to GDOT Standard Criteria anticipated:  

GDOT Standard Criteria 

Reviewi
ng 

Office No 
Undeter- 

mined Yes 
Appvl Date 

(if applicable) 
1. Access Control/Median Openings DP&S ☒   ☐   ☐    
2. Intersection Sight Distance DP&S ☒   ☐   ☐    
3. Intersection Skew Angle DP&S ☒   ☐   ☐    
4. Lateral Offset to Obstruction DP&S ☒   ☐   ☐    
5. Rumble Strips DP&S ☒   ☐   ☐    
6. Safety Edge DP&S ☒   ☐   ☐    
7. Median Usage DP&S ☒   ☐   ☐    
8. Roundabout Illumination Levels DP&S ☒   ☐   ☐    
9. Complete Streets* DP&S  ☐   ☐   ☒    
10. ADA & PROWAG  DP&S ☒   ☐   ☐    
11. GDOT Construction Standards DP&S ☒   ☐   ☐    
12. GDOT Drainage Manual DP&S ☒   ☐   ☐    

*Bike lanes not provided along SR 6/Camp Creek Parkway. 
 
VE Study anticipated:   ☒ No  ☐ Yes   ☐  Completed – Date:  N/A 
 
UTILITY AND PROPERTY 
Temporary State Route needed:   ☒ No  ☐ Yes  ☐ Undetermined  
 
Utility Involvements:  
 

AT&T Cable 
Atlanta Gas Light Gas 
City of Atlanta Water and Sewer 
City of College Park  Electric 
City of College Park Water & Sewer 
City of East Point Electric 
City of East Point Water & Sewer 
City of Hapeville Water & Sewer 
Charter Communications Cable 
Comcast Communications Cable 
Colonial Pipeline Company Gas 
Delta Air Line Telecom Telephone 
Fulton County Public Works Water and Sewer 
Fiberlight Fiber 
Georgia Power Company Electric 
Georgia Power Transmission Electric 
Georgia Public Web Telecom Telephone 
Level 3 Communications Telephone 
MARTA Electric Electric 
MCI Telephone 
Verizon Business Telephone 
Kinder~Morgan Gas 
Plantation Pipe Line Company Gas 
Zayo Fiber Solution Fiber 

 
SUE Required:   ☐ No  ☒ Yes  ☐ Undetermined 
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Public Interest Determination Policy and Procedure recommended?  ☒ No  ☐ Yes  
Public Interest Determination was discussed at the Concept Team Meeting. Public Interest Determination 
will not be required since the utility relocations will be minimal for the proposed alternative.   
 
Right-of-Way (ROW):  Existing width:  Varies 145 to 260 ft. Proposed width:  Varies 145 to 260  ft. 
Required Right-of-Way anticipated: ☒ None     ☐ Yes  ☐ Undetermined 
Easements anticipated:  ☒ None   ☐ Temporary   ☐ Permanent   ☐ Utility   ☐ Other 
 

Anticipated total number of impacted parcels:   0 
Displacements anticipated:  Businesses: 0 

 Residences: 0 
 Other: 0 

     Total Displacements:  0 
 
Location and Design approval: ☒ Not Required  ☐ Required 
 
Impacts to USACE property anticipated? ☒ No ☐ Yes ☐ Undetermined 
 
CONTEXT SENSITIVE SOLUTIONS 

Issues of Concern:   Along the proposed project there is a lack of connectivity of sidewalks and poor 
pedestrian accommodations across the Camp Creek Parkway Bridge over I-285. 
 
Context Sensitive Solutions Proposed:  The proposed project plans to address the concerns by 
adding sidewalk connections throughout the project and adding a pedestrian walkway over the Camp 
Creek Parkway Bridge over I-285. The pedestrian walkway will be wide enough to accommodate 
bicyclists as well. The DDI configuration adds the safety benefit of reduced speeds across the 
interchange and minimizes the crossing distances. The reduction in number of signal phases reduces the 
wait time for pedestrians. The Airport West Community Improvement District has expressed interest in 
adding lighting and landscaping to beautify the interchange and promote visibility. The proposed project 
incorporates the Airport West Community Improvement Districts recommendations. Additionally a Road 
Safety Audit was completed in February 2014 that made similar recommendations for the sidewalk 
connectivity to be corrected. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL & PERMITS 
Anticipated Environmental Document: 
 GEPA:  ☐   NEPA:   ☒ CE  ☐ EA/FONSI  ☐ EIS 
 
MS4 Permit Compliance – Is the project located in a MS4 area? ☐ No  ☒ Yes  
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Environmental Permits/Variances/Commitments/Coordination anticipated:   
 

Permit/ Variance/ Commitment/ Coordination 
Anticipated No Yes Remarks 

1.  U.S. Coast Guard Permit  ☒   ☐    
2. Forest Service/Corps Land ☒   ☐    
3. CWA Section 404 Permit ☐   ☒    
4. 33 USC 408 Decision ☒   ☐    
5. Tennessee Valley Authority Permit ☒   ☐    
6. Buffer Variance ☒   ☐    

7. Coastal Zone Management Coordination ☒   ☐    
8. NPDES ☐   ☒    
9. FEMA ☒   ☐    
10. Cemetery Permit ☒   ☐    
11. Other Permits ☒   ☐    
12. Other Commitments ☒   ☐    
13. Other Coordination ☒   ☐    

 
Is a PAR required? ☒ No  ☐ Yes  ☐ Completed – Date:    
 
Environmental Comments and Information: 

NEPA/GEPA:  NEPA document is under development. Studies are still being performed. No 
significant impacts anticipated. 

 
Ecology:  No significant impacts anticipated. 
 
History:  No historic resources affected.  
 
Archeology:  Archaeology survey report is still being developed. No significant impacts 
anticipated. 

 
Air Quality: 

Is the project located in a PM 2.5 Non-attainment area? ☐ No  ☒ Yes 
Is the project located in an Ozone Non-attainment area? ☐ No  ☒ Yes 
Carbon Monoxide hotspot analysis: ☒ Required    ☐ Not Required  ☐ TBD 

The proposed project conforms to ARC’s model and maintains the same number of lanes. This 
project is proposed to open to traffic in 2020. 

 
Noise Effects:  The proposed project is classified as a Type III project and will not require any 
noise studies to be completed. No significant impacts or mitigation measures anticipated. 

 
Public Involvement:  A PIOH is required and should be held early 2016 once all environmental 
resources are identified. Meeting planning will be coordinated with District 7 District Programming 
and Planning Engineer and Office of Communications. 

 
Major stakeholders:  
 
Airport West Community Improvement District 
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ALTERNATIVES DISCUSSION 
Alternative selection:   

Preferred Alternative 1:  The interchange will be reconstructed to a Diverging Diamond Interchange (DDI) 
configuration. Improvements will be made SR 6 to accommodate the new configuration including a raised 
median from North Commerce Dr to Desert Dr. No ramp extensions are proposed. 

Estimated Property Impacts: 0  Estimated Total Cost: $8,182,601 
Estimated ROW Cost: $0.00 Estimated CST Time: 24 Months 

Rationale:  The diverging diamond interchange configuration has shown to have the greatest reduction in delay 
throughout the SR 6 corridor compared to the existing condition . This alternative is expected to reduce the ramp 
queues that currently back up onto the I-285 freeway to within the existing ramp length in the build year and the 
design year. The level of service for each intersection is expected to increase for this alternative in comparison 
with the no build alternative. In addition, the total intersection delay is greatly reduced at each intersection. In 
particular, the intersection delay at the ramp terminals is predicted to be half of the no build intersection delay at 
the ramps. The left turn movement to go North onto I-285 from SR 6 currently backs up past the existing storage 
length and almost to the N Commerce Dr and SR 6 intersection. The DDI configuration reduces this queue to fit 
within the existing storage length and clears the queue on the bridge over I-285 since the left turn movement is 
now free flow onto the North bound on ramp. A raised median is also proposed due to evidence of rutting in the 
depressed median showing signs of illegal maneuvers. The raised median will discourage drivers from 
performing the illegal maneuver. No right of way cost is anticipated with the implementation of this alternative.  
 

 

No-Build Alternative:  Retain the existing 4 lane section and diamond interchange configuration of SR 6/Camp 
Creek Parkway and I-285/SR 407 interchange. 

Estimated Property Impacts: 0  Estimated Total Cost: $0.00 
Estimated ROW Cost: $0.00 Estimated CST Time: 0 months 

Rationale:  The no build alternative does not construct any improvements to the area. Traffic congestion and 
operational problems in the area are projected to grow at their current growth rate of traffic. The estimated level 
of service in the design year for the signalized intersections along SR 6/Camp Creek Parkway is considered to 
be acceptable per the design policy manual, however, the I-285 off ramps back up onto the I-285 freeway 
section over a mile during peak periods which creates an unsafe situation for motorists and adds traffic 
congestion to the I-285 freeway section. The backup of traffic is projected to increase if no action is taken.  
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