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PLANNING AND BACKGROUND 
Project Justification Statement:   

This project is included in the Atlanta Regional Commision’s (ARC) FY 2014-2019 Transportation 

Improvement Program and is funded by TAP and local funds.  It is also included in the County’s  2014 Special 

Purpose Local Option Sales Tax (SPLOST) Citizens Project Selection Committee’s Recommended Projects 

List. 

 

This project would complete the Western Gwinnett Bikeway from Rogers Bridge Road to McGinnis Ferry 

Road.  With the recent completion the area west of Rogers Bridge Road (Western Gwinnett Bikeway II) and 

the proposed segment would tie to the existing multi-use path along McGinnis Ferry Road.  This link will close 

a gap in the much larger Gwinnett County bikeway and trail system and connect at least five large county and 

city parks and the City of Duluth to the City of Suwanee.  When complete, the bikeway will connect at least 

seven cities, in total, in both Fulton and Gwinnett counties. 

 

This project is mentioned in the Gwinnett County “Open Space & Greenway Master Plan Update” (April 

2014), and will connect to the Lower Suwanee Greenway.  The proposed improvements will accomodate 

alternative transportation modes that will enhance bicycle and sidewalk LOS.  The proposed multi-use trail will 

be located on one side of Peachtree Industrial Boulevard. 

 

The project terminis beginning is dictated by the end of the Western Gwinett Bikeway II about 2500 feet West 

of Rogers Bridge Road, and ending at at McGinnis Ferry Road to tie into the existing trail system along that 

roadway for a total of 4.00 miles.  A connection will be made near the existing bridge of Peachtree Industrial 

Boulevard at Suwanee Creek and ties into the existing trail system in Suwanee Creek Park for a total of 2.46 

miles.  A spur will connect this trail extension to the existing trail system in Suwanee for a total of 0.74 miles. 

 

Existing conditions:  

Peachtree Industrial Boulevard is a four lane highway with a divided grassed median.  There are right and left 

turn lanes at intersections, sideroads, and neighborhoods.  Some sections have curb and gutter, and others 

have rural shoulders.  There are steep grades along the corridor with guardrail in place.  There are currently 

unconnected sections of sidewalks and trails along the shoulder.  The bikeway will connect the larger sections 

and widen any other sections as needed.  There are two existing bridges over Suwanee Creek, a culvert 

between Canterbury Walk Drive and Grayridge Drive, and another culvert between Prince Charles Drive and 

Longlake Way.  There are numerous median openings along Peachtree Industrial Boulevard and some of 

them are signalized.   

 

Other projects in the area:   
121530 – Peachtree Parkway (SR 141) Widening 
0002393 – SR 13 from Sugarloaf Pkwy to SR 20 in Buford (Widening) 
0012626 – SR 120; McGinnis Ferry Rd & State Bridge Rd – ITS System Expansion 
 
 
MPO: Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC)  
 
TIP #: GW-384    
 
TIA Regional Commission: N/A 
 
Congressional District(s):  7 
 

Federal Oversight: ☐ PoDI  ☒ Exempt ☐ State Funded ☐ Other 
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Projected Traffic:  N/A 

 
Functional Classification (Mainline):  Urban Principal Arterial  
 
Complete Streets - Bicycle, Pedestrian, and/or Transit Standard Warrants:                        

Warrants met:  ☐ None         ☒  Bicycle        ☒ Pedestrian      ☐ Transit 

 

Is this a 3R (Resurfacing, Restoration, & Rehabilitation) Project? ☒ No  ☐ Yes 
 
Pavement Evaluation and Recommendations 

Initial Pavement Evaluation Summary Report Required?   ☒ No  ☐ Yes 

Intial Pavement Type Selection Report Required?   ☒ No  ☐ Yes 

Feasible Pavement Alternatives:   ☐  HMA ☐ PCC                ☐  HMA & PCC 
This is a multi-use trail project and does not require a Pavement Evaluation. 
 

DESIGN AND STRUCTURAL  
Description of the proposed project:  
The project will install a multi-use trail from 2500 West of Rogers Bridge Road to McGinnis Ferry Road 
along Peachtree Industrial Blvd.  A new location segment will connect to Suwanee Creek Park, and a 
spur from this extension will coneect to the existing Suwanee Trail System.  There are two existing 
bridges and multiple culverts along Peachtree Industrial Blvd.  The trail includes some sections of 
boardwalk and at least one pedestrian bridge.   
 
Major Structures:   

Structure Existing Proposed 

135-0102-0 – 
MP 4.76 – PIB 
at Suwanee Crk 

2 lanes, 70 ft span length max, 280 ft 
structure length, 47.90 ft roadway 
width, 50.90 ft deck width, no curb or 
sidewalk 

Retain Existing Bridge 

135-5191-0 – 
MP 4.75 – PIB 
at Suwanee Crk 

2 lanes, 120 ft span length max, 478 ft 
structure length, 37.30 ft roadway 
width, 40.90 ft deck width, no curb or 
sidewalk 

Retain Existing Bridge 

Culvert  Retain Existing Culvert, possible 
extension 

Culvert  Retain Existing Culvert, possible 
extension 

Pedestrian 
Bridge 

N/A Over Suwanee Creek 

  
 
Mainline Design Features:  Peachtree Industrial Blvd – Urban Principal Arterial 
Roadway name/identification and Functional Classification 

Feature Existing Standard* Proposed 

Typical Section    

- Number of Lanes  4 4 4 

- Lane Width(s) 12’ 11’-12’ 12’ 

- Median Width & Type Depressed Grass Depressed Grass Depressed Grass 

- Outside Shoulder or Border Area Width  Varies 12’ 16.5’-24.5’ 

- Outside Shoulder Slope Varies 2% 2% 

- Sidewalks  Intermittent 5’ 10’-12’ 

- Auxiliary Lanes  11’-12’ 11’-12’ 11’-12’ 

Posted Speed 45  45 
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Pavement Type Asphlat Asphalt Asphalt 

*According to current GDOT design policy if applicable 
 
Major Interchanges/Intersections:   
Rogers Bridge Road – Signalized Intersection 
Chattahoochee Drive – Signalized Intersection 
Sugarloaf Parkway – Signalized Intersection 
Station Center Blvd – Signalized Intersection 
McGinnis Ferry Road – Signalized Intersection 
 

Lighting required:   ☒ No  ☐ Yes 
 

Off-site Detours Anticipated:  ☒ No  ☐ Yes   ☐  Undetermined   
 

Transportation Management Plan [TMP] Required:  ☒ No  ☐ Yes  

If Yes: Project classified as:     ☐ Non-Significant ☐ Significant 

TMP Components Anticipated:  ☐ TTC  ☐ TO  ☐  PI 
 
Design Exceptions to FHWA/AASHTO controlling criteria anticipated: 

FHWA/AASHTO Controlling Criteria No 
Undeter- 

mined Yes 
Appvl Date 

(if applicable)  
1. Design Speed ☒   ☐   ☐    

2. Lane Width ☒   ☐   ☐    

3. Shoulder Width ☒   ☐   ☐    

4. Bridge Width ☒   ☐   ☐    

5. Horizontal Alignment ☒   ☐   ☐    

6. Superelevation ☒   ☐   ☐    

7. Vertical Alignment ☒   ☐   ☐    

8. Grade ☒   ☐   ☐    

9. Stopping Sight Distance ☒   ☐   ☐    

10. Cross Slope ☒   ☐   ☐    

11. Vertical Clearance ☒   ☐   ☐    

12. Lateral Offset to Obstruction ☒   ☐   ☐    

13. Bridge Structural Capacity ☒   ☐   ☐    

 

Design Variances to GDOT Standard Criteria anticipated:  

GDOT Standard Criteria 

Reviewi
ng 

Office No 
Undeter- 

mined Yes 
Appvl Date 

(if applicable) 
1. Access Control/Median Openings DP&S ☒   ☐   ☐    

2. Intersection Sight Distance DP&S ☒   ☐   ☐    

3. Intersection Skew Angle DP&S ☒   ☐   ☐    

4. Lateral Offset to Obstruction DP&S ☒   ☐   ☐    

5. Rumble Strips DP&S ☒   ☐   ☐    

6. Safety Edge DP&S ☒   ☐   ☐    

7. Median Usage DP&S ☒   ☐   ☐    

8. Roundabout Illumination Levels DP&S ☒   ☐   ☐    

9. Complete Streets DP&S  ☒   ☐   ☐    

10. ADA & PROWAG  DP&S ☒   ☐   ☐    

11. GDOT Construction Standards DP&S ☒   ☐   ☐    
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12. GDOT Drainage Manual DP&S ☒   ☐   ☐    

13. GDOT Bridge & Structural Manual Bridges ☒   ☐   ☐    

 

VE Study anticipated:   ☒ No  ☐ Yes   ☐  Completed – Date:    
 

UTILITY AND PROPERTY 
Temporary State Route needed:   ☒ No  ☐ Yes  ☐ Undetermined  

 
Railroad Involvement:  
There is an existing railroad that will have to be crossed in the connection from Peachtree Industrial Blvd 
to Suwanee Creek Park.  This railroad belongs to Norfolk Southern RR.  There will have to be 
coordination with the railroad in order to cross over or under the railroad.  It may be possible to cross 
under the railway at the existing bridge over Suwanee Creek. 
 
Utility Involvements:  
Atlanta Gas Light – Gwinnett 
ATT – Telecom (Fiber Optic) 
Charter Communications – Gwinnett CATV 
Fulton County Sewer 
Georgia Power 
Gwinnett County Public Utilities Water 
Gwinnett County Public Utilities Sewer 
Jackson EMC 
CerturyLink Telecom 
 

SUE Required:   ☒ No  ☐ Yes  ☐ Undetermined 
 

Public Interest Determination Policy and Procedure recommended?  ☒ No  ☐ Yes  
 
Right-of-Way (ROW):  Existing width:  190-300 ft.  Proposed width:        ft. 

Required Right-of-Way anticipated: ☐ None     ☒ Yes  ☐ Undetermined 

Easements anticipated:  ☐ None   ☒ Temporary   ☒ Permanent   ☐ Utility   ☐ Other 
 

Anticipated total number of impacted parcels:  22 
Displacements anticipated:  Businesses:  

 Residences:  
 Other:  

     Total Displacements:   
 

Location and Design approval: ☐ Not Required  ☒ Required 
 

Impacts to USACE property anticipated? ☒ No ☐ Yes ☐ Undetermined 
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CONTEXT SENSITIVE SOLUTIONS 
Issues of Concern:    
Potential environmental and cultural resource impacts on the project corridor include the following: 
 
Impacts to stream buffers 
Gaps in mobility and Bikeway Connections 
 
Context Sensitive Solutions Proposed:   
 
Issue:  Minimize impacts  to environmentally sensitive areas (ESAs) and to historically significant 
structures/areas (Sdection 4(f) Resources).  Protect the natural systems by managing erosion, 
sedimentation, and stormwater runoff. 
 
Solution:  Efforts will be made to minimize project impacts to ESAs and Section 4(f) resources.  
Temporary structural and vegetative erosion measures and permanent infiltration trenches will be 
evaluated to help protect downstream areas from sedimentation and pollution.  Enhanced swales and 
infiltration trenches will also be evaluated to provide water quality treatment and channel protection. 
 
Issue:  Complete connections between existing trail systems for pedestrians and bicyclists.  Add mobility 
along Peachtree Industrial Boulevard. 
 
Solution:  Add a multi-use pathway along Peachtree Industrial Boulevard to connect the Cities of Dultuh 
and Suwanee and continue the bikeways that are existing in these locations.  The trail will fill in the gaps 
between the cities and the neighborhoods along the corridor and create safer conditions. 
 
Issue:  Preserve greenspace and create and interconnected greenspace program that provides 
connectivity to local trail systems. 
 
Solution:  The proposed multiuse path will connect the existing Gwinnett Bikeway System to another 
existing system along McGinnis Ferry Road, to connect the City of Duluth and the City of Suwanee.  It will 
also be able to connect multiple neighborhoods and Suwanee Creek Park. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL & PERMITS 
Anticipated Environmental Document: 

 GEPA:  ☐   NEPA:   ☒ CE  ☐ EA/FONSI  ☐ EIS 
 

MS4 Permit Compliance – Is the project located in a MS4 area? ☐ No  ☒ Yes  
MS4 compliance will be assured using the latest guidelines set forth by the Georgia DOT Drainage 
Manual. 
 
Environmental Permits/Variances/Commitments/Coordination anticipated:   

Permit/ Variance/ Commitment/ Coordination 

Anticipated No Yes Remarks 

1.  U.S. Coast Guard Permit  ☒   ☐    

2. Forest Service/Corps Land ☒   ☐    

3. CWA Section 404 Permit ☐   ☒   NWP or Regional Permit 

4. 33 USC 408 Decision ☒   ☐    

5. Tennessee Valley Authority Permit ☒   ☐    

6. Buffer Variance ☐   ☒    A SBV is expected 

7. Coastal Zone Management Coordination ☒   ☐    

8. NPDES ☐   ☒     

9. FEMA ☐   ☒   FEMA flood zones in the area 

10. Cemetery Permit ☒   ☐    
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11. Other Permits ☒   ☐    

12. Other Commitments ☒   ☐    

13. Other Coordination ☒   ☐    

 

Is a PAR required? ☒ No  ☐ Yes  ☐ Completed – Date:    

 
Environmental Comments and Information: 

NEPA/GEPA:  The level of NEPA documentation is expected to be a Categorical Exclusion (CE).  
No significant NEPA concerns. 

 
Ecology:  There are multiple jurisdictional waters located within the project corridor.  There is no 
habitat for T&E species.  Impacts to jurisdictional waters are expected to be minor and a 
Nationwide or Regional 404 permit is expected.  A stream buffer variance is also expected. 
 
History:  A potentially eligibile railroad and railroad bridge is located within the corridor.  Its 
eligibility will be determined as part of the history survey and report.  If deemed eligible, the 
project would likely not have an adverse effect on these resources. 
 
Archeology:  Sereral previously identified archaeological sites were located within the study 
corridor by a literature search.  An archaeology field survey and report will be completed to 
determine if they still exist and identify any other archaeological resources. 

 
Air Quality: 

Is the project located in a PM 2.5 Non-attainment area? ☐ No  ☒ Yes 

Is the project located in an Ozone Non-attainment area? ☐ No  ☒ Yes 

Carbon Monoxide hotspot analysis: ☐ Required    ☒ Not Required  ☐ TBD 
CO Hotspot modeling will not be required due to the project type. 

 
Noise Effects:  Noise expected to be cleared with Type III Noise Screening since it is a mutliuse 
trail. 

 
Public Involvement:  Public Information Open House. 

 
Major stakeholders:  GDOT, Gwinnett County, City of Suwanee, City of Duluth, Public and 
Neighborhoods in the area, Norfolk Southern RR, ARC. 
 

CONSTRUCTION 
Issues potentially affecting constructability/construction schedule: 
Issue:  There are potentially high walls that will have to be placed along Peachtree Industrial Blvd. to 
protect neighborhoods and homes that are below grade and steep slopes.  Standard GDOT walls will be 
assumed but potentially special design walls may have to be designed.  Some walls may be as tall as 20 
feet and will run for several hundred feet.  There are two potential locations, one near the beginning of 
the project near Rogers Bridge Road, and another near Canterbury Subdivision. 
 
Issue:  Railroad coordination will be necessary for this project due to the crossing under of the existing 
railroad bridge.  Early coordination will keep the process moving quickly and efficiently.  Potential 
coordination will be needed for drainage design, landscaping, and fencing. 
 
Issue:  There is an existing sewer easement that runs along Suwanee Creek and will be parallel with the 
spur trail section.  This will require coordination between the trail and the utility and may necessitate the 
need for a larger pavement section in order to facilitate traffic for access and maintenance. 
 
Issue:  Existing grades in some locations are more than acceptable by AASHTO Guidelines.  There will 
have to be a combination in design to keep grades to maximum requirements, without introducing 
additional length in the trail by items like switchbacks, and also preserving the natural surroundings.  This 
is especially true around the tie in to the trail within Suwanee Creek Park. 
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Issue:  Existing rock is present around Suwanee Creek and will require reducing cut sections in order to 
minimize issues with construction and removal of the rock. 
 

Early Completion Incentives recommended for consideration:  ☒ No  ☐ Yes  
 

COORDINATION, ACTIVITIES, RESPONSIBILITIES, AND COSTS  
Initial Concept Meeting:  
February 12, 2015 
The project location was discussed and it was confirmed that the trail would be on the north/west side of 
Peachtree Industrial Blvd.  The typical section was also discussed, and that a minimum buffer of 5 feet behind 
the curb was preferred.  It was confirmed that asphalt was the material of choice. (Minutes Attached) 
 
Concept Meeting:   
June 22, 2015 
Concept Project Team Meeting with all interested parties.  See attached meeting minutes and notes. 
 
Other coordination to date:  N/A 

 
Project Activity Party Responsible for Performing Task(s) 

Concept Development Pond and Company / Gwinnett County 
Design Pond and Company / Gwinnett County 
Right-of-Way Acquisition Gwinnett County 
Utility Coordination (Preconstruction) Pond and Company / Gwinnett County 
Utility Relocation (Construction) Contractor 
Letting to Contract Gwinnett County 
Construction Supervision Gwinnett County 
Providing Material Pits Contractor 
Providing Detours N/A 
Environmental Studies, Documents, & Permits GT Hill / Pond and Company / Gwinnett County 
Environmental Mitigation Gwinnett County 
Construction Inspection & Materials Testing Gwinnett County 
 

Project Cost Estimate Summary and Funding Responsibilities:   

 
Breakdown 

of PE ROW 
Reimbursable 

Utility CST* 
Environmental 

Mitigation Total Cost 
 Funded 

By 
Federal / 
Local 

     

$ Amount 1,125,000 1,670,000 110,550 6,878,300 437,340 10,221,190 
Date of 

Estimate 
 03-27-15 08-11-15 08-31-15 08-13-15  

*CST Cost includes: Construction, Engineering and Inspection, Cont ingenc ies  and Liquid AC Cost 

Adjustment. 
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ALTERNATIVES DISCUSSION 

Alternative selection:   

Preferred Alternative:  Multi-Use Trail from 2500 ft West of Rogers Bridge Road to McGinnis Ferry Road on 

Peachtree Industrial Blvd.  An extension from Suwanee Creek to Suwanee Creek Park, and possible spur to 

existing Suwanee Trail System. 

Estimated Property Impacts: 22  Estimated Total Cost: $10,221,190 

Estimated ROW Cost: $1,670,000 Estimated CST Time: 1 year 

Rationale:  This project will meet all the project goals and complete the Western Gwinnett Bikeway Corridor. 

 

No-Build Alternative:   

Estimated Property Impacts: $0  Estimated Total Cost: $0 

Estimated ROW Cost: $0 Estimated CST Time: $0 

Rationale:  This alternative does not meet the project goal of providing pedestrian and bike access along the 

corridor.   
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ATTACHMENT 1 

CONCEPT LAYOUT 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

TYPICAL SECTIONS 





 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 3 

DETAILED COST ESTIMATES 

 

Programmed Costs 

Construction 

Liquid AC Cost Adjustments 

Right of Way 

Utilities 

Impacts and Mitigation Costs 

 

































Western Gwinnett Bikeway Preliminary Waters Impacts and Mitigation  Costs

Stream Impact Wetland Impact Buffer Impact

Resource No. Resource Type Linear Feet Sq FT Sq FT

PS 1 10

PS 1 Buffer

PS 2 30

PS 2 Buffer

IS 3

IS 3 Buffer 470

EC 4

EC 4 Buffer

PS 5

PS 5 Buffer

WL 6

PS 7

PS 7 Buffer

IS 8

IS 8 Buffer

PS 9

PS 9 Buffer

PS 10

PS 10 Buffer 750

PS 11

PS 11 Buffer

OW 12 2586

OW 12 Buffer 3470

WL 13 1738

WL 14 10140

PS 15

PS 15 Buffer

WL 16 11395

PS 17 33

PS 17 Buffer

WL 18

PS 19 64

PS 19 Buffer 4200

WL 20 6571

PS 21

PS 21 Buffer

PS 22 38

PS 22 Buffer

Stream Impact Wetland Impact Buffer Impact

TOTAL 175 32430 8890

Mit Crdts Est. 1146 9 225

Cost 45,840.00$            382,500.00$          9,000.00$            

Cost per credit $40s $42,500 $40s

Impact
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ATTACHMENT 5 

CONCEPT LEVEL HYDROLOGY STUDY 



Concept Level Hydrology Study Summary 

This analysis comprises of the Western Gwinnett Bikeway Corridor from 2500 feet West of Rogers 

Bridge Road to McGinnis Ferry Road with new location to Suwanee Creek Park and possible spur to 

existing Suwanee Trail System for the purpose of determining the extent to meet the MS4 permit 

requirements. 

When designing a project that will only be reconstructing the shoulder (addition of impevious area in 

the form of a trail) of an existing roadway for most sections, certain issues should be kept in mind.  The 

only water that will have to be treated for Water Quality (WQv) is the runoff from the added impervious 

area (the area of the trail itself).  This can become an issue if the runoff from the existing roadway mixes 

with the runoff from the proposed impervious area.  One way is to solve this issue is to bypass the 

roadway runoff with a separate drainage system or a bypass structure.  Another possible solution would 

be to reverse the flow of runoff from the shoulder away from the curb and gutter.  Runoff from the 

roadway cannot be ignored, and the drainage design should include protection from flooding and 

increasing existing flows if feasible.  The addition of curb and gutter will only add concentrated flow and 

make flooding and erosion more of an issue. 

Due to the existing terrain and existing right of way along the corridor, there will be multiple design 

challenges to meet MS4 permit requirements.  There are multiple locations where they are very high 

slopes which would make installation of any type of BMP very hard.  There are some locations where 

there is an existing right of way that may be large enough to install smaller BMPs to treat the runoff.  

The most feasible BMPs for this project will be small BMPs that can either be adjacent to the trail, or 

small swales and bioretention basins. 

No Project Level Exemptions or Outfall Level Exemptions apply for this project.  Infeasibility 

requirements will be reviewed during the design process and documented.   

The major waters in the area are: The Chattahoochee River, Suwanee Creek, and Brushy Creek.  

Ultimately, they all drain to the Chattahoochee River. 

The following sheets show potential drainage areas to be accounted for and their resulting drainage 

basins/waters. 



BEGIN PROJECT

CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVER

DRAINS TO 

DRAINAGE AREA 1

CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVER
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 MEETING MINUTES 
 

Project : Western Gwinnett Bikeway Extension 
Pond Project No. :  1150210

 

Meeting :  Concept Coordination Meeting
 

Meeting Location :  Gwinnett County DOT Small Conference Room
 

Meeting Date :  02/12/15 
 Minutes prepared by : Arwin Lopez

 
Copies: File   

Prepared on :  February 12, 2015
 

Attendees 
 
 

         
 
Attendees: 
Name   Company/Dept./Branch  email                                                        phone   
Brittney Bulfinch  GCDOT    Brittney.Bulfinch@gwinnettcounty.com  770-822-7489  
Marty Allen  City of Suwanee   MAllen@suwanee.com    770-945-8996 
Nick Colonna  City of Duluth   NColona@duluthga.net    770-476-1790 
Margie Shames Pozin City of Duluth   MPozin@duluthga.net     678-957-7284 
Bryon Letourneau Pond & Company  LetourneauB@pondco.com   678-336-7740 
Arwin Lopez  Pond & Company  LopezA@pondco.com    678-336-7740 
 
PURPOSE OF MEETING: To obtain concurrence of concept design which places the proposed bikeway on the north/west 
side of Peachtree Industrial Blvd. The meeting also intended to inform stakeholders of the project next steps.  
 
Bryon Letourneau began the meeting explaining the overall concept design, and pointed out that the design has the 
bikeway located on the north/west side of Peachtree Industrial Blvd. He also explained that this updated concept design has 
a shoulder typical section consisting of a 2.5 foot Curb and Gutter adjacent to the travel lane and a 5 to 2 foot grassed strip, 
a 10 to 12 foot asphalt paved Pathway/Bikeway, and a 2 foot shoulder behind the bikeway. He also pointed out the location 
of a trail spur that would connect the Suwanee Creek Park and Station Center Blvd. 
 
All in attendance agreed on the location of the proposed bikeway. Marty agreed with the location of the spur trail. 
 
Bryon informed that with their concurrence of the location of the Bikeway and Spur Trail, Pond & Co. would like to proceed 
with engaging GDOT with the concept display. He described the sequence of task such as the concept report development, 
preparation for other stakeholder meetings, and survey kick-off. He informed that GT Hill is currently assessing the 
environmental resources for the project. 
 
Bryon proceeded with asking if the 5 foot buffer behind the curb was okay. 
 
Everyone agreed that the 5 foot buffer was okay but would like more wherever possible. 
 
Bryon also asked about their thoughts of the termini of the bikeway, which is up to McGinnis Ferry Road. 
 

mailto:Brittney.Bulfinch@gwinnettcounty.com
mailto:MAllen@suwanee.com
mailto:NColona@duluthga.net
mailto:MPozin@duluthga.net
mailto:LetourneauB@pondco.com
mailto:LopezA@pondco.com
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Marty stated that the City of Suwanee plans to build a section of sidewalk from Grand Vista Approach to the north. 
 
Bryon asked if the bikeway material should be asphalt. 
 
Everyone in attendance agreed that asphalt was the preferred material. However, Nick stated that he would confirm if 
asphalt is the City of Duluth’s preferred material. 
 
Bryon stated that the concept report would be developed to include both the bikeway and trail spur as one whole project. He 
also would like to present this concept to GDOT. 
 
The City of Duluth and Suwanee would like a copy of the concept designs. 
 
Bryon emphasized that the displays are a concept and should not be presented in any public meetings. 
 
Nick presented the idea of adding art design to the proposed retaining walls. 
 
A discussion was made regarding strategy of approaching other stakeholders such as public, business owners, and 
railroad.  
 
It was agreed that the railroad should be engaged separately and that a public meeting would be beneficial.  
 
Bryon continued with giving an overview of the project schedule. 
 
ACTION ITEMS:  
 

• Pond: Forward requested concept displays to the City of Duluth and Suwanee.  
• Gwinnett DOT: Brittney to coordinate with GDOT to schedule a concept meeting.  
• City of Duluth: Nick will confirm the City’s preference for the paving material for the bikeway. 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
Meeting Agenda 
Draft Project Schedule 
 
The above is the understanding of the meeting by the representatives of Pond & Company.  Please direct any questions or 
comments to Bryon Letourneau at the above contact information. 
END OF MEETING MINUTES 
 
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 
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Stakeholder Meeting #1 Agenda 
Western Gwinnett Bikeway Extension 
Gwinnett County Department of Transportation 
 
Meeting Location: Gwinnett County DOT Conference Room 
Meeting Date: February 12, 2015; 10:00 am 
 
Agenda Items 
 
Review Current Concept Layouts 
 
Discuss Spur Trail Concept 
 
Discuss Current Overall Project Concept 
 
Discuss Further Development of Project Concept 
 
Discuss Environmental Process 
 
Discuss Any Other Known Design Issues 
 
Discuss Project Schedule 
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                     WESTERN GWINNETT BIKEWAY EXTENSION 

P.I. No. 0012883 - Gwinett County 

Concept Team Meeting – June 22, 2015 

 
 

Project: WESTERN GWINNETT BIKEWAY EXTENSION 

Meeting Location: District 1 Office (2505 Athens Highway, Gainesville, GA 30507) 

Meeting Date: June 22, 2015 

Minutes Prepared By: Mark Edwards 

Minutes Prepared On: June 24, 2015 

 

ATTENDEES: 

Name                                      Company /Dept/Branch                  Email Address        

Charles Robinson   GDOT      chrobinson@dot.ga.gov 

Chris Parypinski   MAAI      cparypinski@maai.net 

Jim Simpson    MAAI      jsimpson@maai.net 

Jesse Vance   GC-DWR     jesse.vance@gwinnettcounty.com 

Brittney Bulfinch   GCDOT      brittney.bulfinch@gwinnettcounty.com 

John Ray   GCDOT      john.ray@gwinnettcounty.com 

Mark Edwards   Pond & Company    edwardsm@pondco.com 

Bryon Letourneau   Pond & Company    letourneaub@pondco.com 

Daniel Sabia   Pond & Company    sabiad@pondco.com 

Joel Cantoran   GDOT      jcantoran@dot.ga.gov 

Matt Needham   GDOT      mneedham@dot.ga.gov 

John Gay   GA Power     jcgay@southernco.com 

Richard Crowe   GDOT      rcrowe@dot.ga.gov 

Kevin D. York    GDOT      kevyork@dot.ga.gov 

Robby Oliver    GDOT      roliver@dot.ga.gov 
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PURPOSE OF MEETING: 

The Concept Team Meeting was held to discuss the concept report that was prepared for the WESTERN GWINNETT 

BIKEWAY EXTENSION project. This meeting is the first opportunity for representatives from GDOT, Gwinnett County, 

Pond & Company, and utility companies to discuss this multi-use path project together. 

 

The following is a summary of what was discussed at the Concept Coordination Meeting: 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The proposed project will install a multi-use trail from approximately 2500 feet west of Rogers Bridge Road to 

McGinnis Ferry Road along Peachtree Industrial Blvd, on the northwest side. A proposed spur will travel along 

Suwanee Creek and connect to Suwanee Creek Park. An additional spur is proposed which would tie into the existing 

Suwanee Trail System. The proposed multi-use trail includes some sections of boardwalk and one pedestrian bridge.  

PROJECT SCHEDULE 

• Revised project schedule has been recommended for approval. Waiting on GDOT management to give it final 

approval. 

o December 2016 – Environmental Certification 

o February 2017 – ROW Authorization 

o June 2018 – Let Contract 

o July 2016 – PFPR 

 

       CONCEPT REPORT DISCUSSION     

• Anticipated to be a Gwinnett County let project. 

o Need to complete local let approval form in the future. 

• Project Concept is public information and can be accessed through TransPi. 

• Enhancement project. 

• Anticipated to be a C.E. 

• Final section of a greenway that has been underway in Gwinnett County since 1999. Will tie into the existing trail 

at the beginning of the project, just south of Rogers Bridge Rd (near the Hooch Golf Club), and at the end of the 

project, along McGinnis Ferry Rd. 

• Path will travel along the northwest side of Peachtree Industrial Blvd.  

o Project intends to install 30”curb and gutter in locations where it is not currently in place. Project 

will maintain a 2’-8’ grass strip and a 10’-12’ asphalt pathway. 

o Project will include a significant spur trail to Suwannee Creek Park. Spur trail will be mostly 

boardwalk. 

o Project will cross under three bridges – Peachtree Industrial Blvd, Buford Hwy, and Norfolk Southern 

Railroad. 

• Will connect several multi-use trails in Norcross, Duluth and Suwannee.  

• Existing lane configuration of Peachtree Industrial Blvd consists of a 4 lane divided highway with a grassed 

median. 

o Challenges include the bridge over Suwannee Creek and the existing culverts that cross PIB. 

o PIB is an urban principal arterial. 

o PIB is now a 45 MPH road. 
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• One pedestrian bridge is proposed in order to cross over Suwanee Creek. 

• There are a number of signalized intersections along PIB. 

o Some strain poles will need to be relocated. 

• No design exceptions or design variances are anticipated. 

• Railroad crossing of Suwanee Creek is a double arched bridge, with one of the arches spanning the creek. 

Proposing to run the trail under the other arch. 

o No coordination with the railway has taken place to date. 

• AGL has a 6” plastic main on the south side of PIB. Also have a 16” steel main located in the GA Power 

easement. 

• S.U.E. is not anticipated. Only impacts to utilities will be due to roadside drainage and walls. 

• It is anticipated that ROW will need to be acquired. 

o It is estimated that 22 parcels will be impacted. 

• Environmental studies are underway – currently working on the CE. 

• Lots of ecology work will be involved in this project. 

• Railroad and bridge are most likely historic. 

• Enhanced chance for archeological findings along the creek. 

• Project is in a MS4 area – design and report are underway. 

• Project will impact greater than 1 acre, so NPDES will be required. 

• Project is in an Ozone Non-attainment area, but CO hotspot analysis will not be necessary due to the project 

type. 

• Project was previously discussed at the Feb. 12, 2015 Initial Concept Meeting.  

o Discussed the need to maintain a 5’ grass strip, and use a 2’ grass strip next to right turn lanes. 

o  Confirmed that project would be an asphalt trail to match the other sections that have been 

installed. 

• Total estimated Project Cost = $9.94 million 

o PE = $1.13 million 

o ROW= $1.67 million 

o Utilities = $0.44 million 

o Construction = $6.7 million 

• The only alternative to this project is a no-build alternate. 

o Small adjustments to the trail alignment may be made due to environmental findings, but it will 

ultimately be the same project. 

 

CONCEPT LAYOUT DISCUSSION 

• Limits are based on Gwinnett County GIS. 

• Proposed wall, between the beginning of the project and Rogers Bridge Rd, will be substantial. 

o Could be as tall as 20’ and will run for several hundred feet. 

• Existing asphalt path to the west of Rogers Bridge Rd can be maintained. 

• Existing concrete path on the east and west side of Prince Charles Dr. can be maintained. 

• Some right turn lanes along PIB where a 2’ grass strip will be necessary. 

• Both sides of the road near Chattahoochee Dr. are being redeveloped. 

o Some concerns about waters in this area. 

• Sugarloaf Parkway will require signal modification.  

o Plan to pull path closer to the road in this area to minimize impacts. 

• Proposed wall, past Canterbury Subdivision, will be substantial. 

o Could be as tall as 20’ and will run for several hundred feet. 
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• At Suwanee Creek, plan to cross at creek level with shortest pedestrian bridge possible. 

o This is also where the proposed spur will begin. 

• Not expecting to substantially impact the signal at Vista Point Ln. 

• For the stream near Grand Vista Approach it is not anticipated that the existing culvert will need to be extended. 

o May need to raise the existing parapet at this location. 

• There are a couple of proposed projects along the corridor that will be constructed prior to the Western 

Gwinnett Bikeway Extension.  

o There is an existing City of Duluth sidewalk project from Grand Vista Approach to McGinnis Ferry. 

o There is also an existing widening project from Grand Vista Approach to Moore Rd. 

� May require additional survey once completed. 

• Spur alignment will be dependent on determinations made by the environmental sub consultant and Pond & 

Company landscape architects. 

o Will determine what areas need to be boardwalk, and what areas can be asphalt. 

• Second Spur is proposed just beyond the railroad bridge. 

o Will connect to existing neighborhood trails. 

o Pretty challenging grades are present that will make this connection difficult. 

 

RISK PLAN DISCUSSION 

• Roadway Design – Potential risks include bridging Suwanee Creek, large wall sections, railroad coordination, 

spur design, going under Buford Hwy. 

• Environmental – Potential risks include the waters that are present on the site, and possibility of archeology.   

• Utility – Long time frame of railroad coordination. 

• ROW – No anticipated risk. Looks like it will take close to a year to acquire. 

 

Additional Discussion 

• Add page numbers to the concept report. 

• HMA is checked next to “Feasible Pavement Alternatives”. This needs to be removed. 

• Correct note to state that a “SBV” is expected. 

• Add specifics to the environmental section. Since this work has begun we should be able to expand on what is 

included in the concept report. Add number of waters identified, etc. 

• Break out cost further. 

o Provide more information for signals and erosion control. 

• Need to provide an environmental mitigation cost estimate. 

• Bridges should be designed in accordance with Load and Resistance Factor Design (LRFD).  

• Utility submittals will be handled by Moreland Altobelli. 

• Need to provide preliminary wall details on the typical sections for bridge department to begin evaluating. 

• Use GDOT template for cost estimates; remove contingency, E&I, etc. 

 

SITE VISIT DISCUSSION 

• Need to coordinate with GDOT on hydrology study requirements. 

• Need to show floodplain and all other required information on drawings. 

• Proposed trail will run along an existing utility easement along the creek.  

o Will need to coordinate with utilities to ensure that trail is not covering up their pipe. 

• Proposed trail will need to follow the existing terrain down to Suwanee Creek and back up again. 

o Will need to meet AASHTO vertical slope requirements. Avoid switchbacks if possible. 
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o Boardwalk will be used to make sure trail does not have to go all the way down to the 

creek banks and ensure that trail will avoid flooding. 

• Rock is present near Suwanee Creek. Try to avoid cut situations during design. 

• Will try to make use of existing utility easement to cross Suwanee Creek. 

• From stains on bridge supports it appears as if water has risen at least 6’ from the stream banks. 

• Since PIB is 45 MPH, curb will be placed at the edge of the existing striping. This should reduce the size of the 

walls that will need to be constructed. 

o Try to keep walls within the existing tree line. 

o Foundation for walls will be deep. 

� Look into Gravix Walls, P Walls, and Soldier Pile Walls. 

o Walls will need to have a barrier. 

o Make sure ROW accounts for wall footprint. 

• It will be a very tight fit beneath the Buford Hwy Bridge. 

• Consider going along Buford Hwy to tie into Suwanee Creek Park. Significant grade change from Creek to Park 

with current alignment. 

 

ACTION ITEMS 

• Incorporate requested revisions into the concept report and attachments. 

• Break out cost estimate further and update CES. 

• Provide preliminary wall details on the typical sections. 

• Resubmit concept report. 
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