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PLANNING & BACKGROUND DATA 
Project Justification Statement (Clayton Bennett, Office of Bridges and Structures): This bridge 
(structure ID 151-0070-0; CR 661 over Rum Creek) was built in 1961. The bridge consists of three spans of 
reinforced concrete deck girders on steel piles and concrete caps. The design vehicle used for this bridge is 
below the current standard. This bridge is currently load posted. The overall condition of this bridge would be 
classified as satisfactory to good. The deck and superstructure are in good condition with some minor 
problems. The substructure is in satisfactory condition due to minor deterioration on the steel piles. Due to the 
structural integrity of the bridge and the bridge being posted, replacement is recommended. 
 
Existing Conditions:  
The project is located on a section of CR 661/Blackhall Road that is a south-north route providing connectivity 
between Jodeco Road to the south and Walt Stephens Road to the north. The road is located in northwestern 
Henry County approximately 50 to 200 feet downstream of, and generally parallel to, the dam impounding 
Lake Spivey.  The environs within the immediate project limits are of a rural character with land uses 
generally being a combination of single-family/medium density residential or undeveloped, wooded properties.  
There are no commercial land uses within the proposed project corridor. 
 
The CR 661 functional classification is Rural Minor Arterial with a posted speed limit of 45 mph.  The existing 
road is a rural two-lane asphalt section with grass shoulders of varying width.  CR 661 is currently utilized as 
a school bus route with 29 buses crossing the bridge on typical school days.   
 
The location of the toe on the backside of the earthen dam which impounds Lake Spivey varies from 50 to 
200 feet west of the Blackhall Road centerline.  The dam spillway and emergency overflow are located near 
the northern shore of Lake Spivey and the outfall for the dam’s drawdown pipe is located towards the center 
of the dam’s length. The dam spillway and emergency overflow discharge to a concrete energy dissipater 
located near the toe of the dam.  Flow is then conveyed in a riprap-lined channel from the base of the dam at 
a steep 3% gradient in a southeasterly direction to a plunge pool located immediately upstream of the CR 661 
bridge opening.  The pool is also the confluence of the spillway channel and drawdown pipe channels.  Rum 
Creek flows to the east, crossing beneath CR 661 at the project site.      
 
The existing 2-lane bridge over Rum Creek was constructed in 1961 and is approximately 108 feet in length 
consisting of three equal 36 foot concrete tee-beam spans.  According to Department Bridge Maintenance 
records, the bridge has a sufficiency rating of 49.20 based on the last inspection performed in December 
2014.  The live load for which the bridge was originally designated is the H-15 truck.  The bridge is currently 
posted for the H-modified (15 tons), Type 3 (15 tons), and Timber (18 tons) trucks.  The existing bridge is 
located within a substandard (K=60.97) 500-foot sag vertical curve.     
 
There are existing overhead utilities running parallel to the west side of the existing CR 661 bridge and buried 
water line paralleling CR 661 located to the east of the existing bridge.   
 
Other Projects in the Area: 
PI 0012642 – Intersection Improvements to Jodeco Rd at Blackhall Road, approximately 2000 feet south of 
the   project limits.  Scheduled for 2017 letting.   
PI 730790 – Bridge widening Jodeco Road over Lake Jodeco 
 
 
MPO: Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC)     TIP #: HE-197 
 
Congressional District(s):  13 
 
Federal Oversight: ☒Exempt ☐State Funded  ☐Other 
 
Projected Traffic:  AADT  24 HR T:  5% 
Current Year (2015):   5,860  Open Year (2019):   6550 Design Year (2039):  8300 
Traffic Projections Performed by: GDOT   
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Functional Classification (Mainline):  Rural Minor Arterial  
 
Complete Streets – Bicycle, Pedestrian, and/or Transit Standards Warrants:   N/A                     

Warrants met:  ☒None        ☐Bicycle        ☐Pedestrian      ☐Transit   
 
Pavement Evaluation and Recommendations 

Preliminary Pavement Evaluation Summary Report Required?   ☒No  ☐Yes 
Preliminary Pavement Type Selection Report Required?   ☒No  ☐Yes 
Feasible Pavement Alternatives:   ☒HMA  ☐PCC                ☐HMA & PCC 

 
DESIGN AND STRUCTURAL 
Description of Proposed Project:  
 
PI 001169 proposes to remove and replace the existing structurally deficient bridge on CR 661/Blackhall 
Road over Rum Creek in northwest Henry County. An approximately 5.8 mile-long offsite detour is 
anticipated during removal and replacement of the bridge.  The posted speed limit along CR 661 is 45 
mph.  The project would include reconstructing portions of Blackhall Road to correct a substandard sag 
vertical curve in which the existing bridge is located. The typical section of Blackhall Road would include 
two 11-foot wide lanes with 8-foot wide shoulders (4-foot paved).  The project would begin approximately 
500 feet south of the existing bridge and extend northward to approximately 900 feet north of the existing 
bridge, for an estimated project length of 1400 feet (0.3 miles).      
 
Major Structures:   

Structure ID  Existing Proposed 
151-0070-0 108’X32.3’ (Sufficiency Rating = 49.20) 170’ X 41.25’ (11 ft lanes/8 ft shldr) 

   
   

 
Mainline Design Features:  CR 661/Blackhall Road 
 

Feature Existing Standard* Proposed 
Typical Section    
‐ Number of Lanes  2 2 2 

‐ Lane Width(s) 11’ 12’ 11’ 

‐ Outside Shoulder or Border Area Width 0’ -10’ 8’, (4 ft. paved) 8’ (4’ paved) 

‐ Outside Shoulder Slope 6% 6% 6% 
Posted Speed 45 MPH  45 MPH 
Design Speed 45 MPH 45 MPH 45 MPH 
Min Horizontal Curve Radius 2600’ 643’ 2600’ 
Maximum Superelevation Rate 4.5% 6% 3.2% 
Maximum Grade 5.2% 6% 5.2% 
Access Control None None Permitted 
Design Vehicle n/a WB-50 WB-50 
Pavement Type Asphalt Asphalt Asphalt 
Clear Zone  24’ 24’ 

*According to current GDOT design policy if applicable 
 
Major Interchanges/Intersections:  N/A 
 
Lighting required:   ☒ No  ☐ Yes 
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Is the project located in an Ozone Non-attainment area? ☐ No  ☒ Yes 
Carbon Monoxide hotspot analysis: ☐ Required    ☒ Not Required  ☐ TBD 

 
 
NEPA/GEPA Comments & Information:    
Based upon the preliminary ecology survey, including an aquatics survey, there were no protected species 
identified within the project corridor.  A total of nine water resources are located within the project area. As 
proposed, the concept identified as the Preferred Alternative will avoid or have only minimal impacts to 
these waters.  
 
One historic resource is located within the project area and it is anticipated that the project would have no 
adverse effect to this resource.  Based upon early coordination with some local residents it has been noted 
that there may be a cemetery in the vicinity of the project; however, the cemetery presence and location 
within the project area has not yet been confirmed.  
 
No adverse effects to either air quality or noise quality are anticipated as a result of project implementation. 
A detour PIOH is planned for this project. The NEPA document for this project will be a CE. Substantial 
issues with the CE are not anticipated unless the cemetery is verified and located in the immediate project 
footprint. Early coordination efforts with Henry County officials have identified concerns from the 
surrounding public that an offsite detour would cause severe traffic congestion problems. Potential public 
controversy will need to be considered. 

 
COORDINATION, ACTIVITIES, RESPONSIBILITIES, AND COSTS  
 
Project Meetings:   
A Project Kickoff Meeting was held on February 6, 2015 at the District 3 Office in Thomaston.  The purpose 
of the meeting was to validate the Project Justification Statement, discuss the baseline schedule and project 
scope, and discuss potential concept Alternatives including the use of both onsite and offsite detours.  
Meeting minutes attached.    
 
A Concept Team Meeting was held on July 22, 2015 at the District 3 Office in Thomaston.  A total of five 
Alternatives, including the No-Build Alternative, were presented at the meeting and the 
advantages/disadvantages of each discussed.  It was determined that a Stakeholder meeting would be 
held in late August 2015. Meeting minutes attached.    
 
A Stakeholder Meeting was held on September 1, 2015 at Red Oak Elementary School in Stockbridge, 
approximately 1 mile from the project site.  A total of 40 invitations were mailed to potential stakeholders 
prior to the meeting and 11 individuals attended the meeting in person.  Four Alternatives (1A, 1B, 1C, and 
1D) were presented and discussed in detail with the attendees.  A total of 16 comment cards were received 
at the meeting and via mail following the meeting.  The comments are summarized as follows: 
 

 Seven comments noted a preference for Alternative 1A because it would have the least 
disturbance, has the lowest construction cost, has minimal impacts to Lake Spivey Civic 
Association property located along the west side of Blackhall Road, and has the shortest 
construction time frame.                                                                                                                              
 

 Six comments noted a preference for Alternative 1B as it would also have minimal impacts to Lake 
Spivey Civic Association property and would not require closure of Blackhall Road for construction.  
 

 Zero comments noted a preference for Alternative 1C. 
 

 Three comments noted a preference for Alternative 1D because it is the least expensive alternative 
that does not require an offsite detour.   

 
  See the attached Meeting Minutes/Summary for additional details.      
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On January 14, 2016 a Detour Open House (DOH) was held at Red Oak Elementary in Stockbridge 
approximately 1 mile from the project site. This meeting was advertised to the public following GDOT 
guidelines. The meeting provided concept level information on the preferred alternate (1A) of the project 
and the proposed detour route. A total of 56 people attended the open house. A total of 42 respondents 
submitted comments. The comments are summarized as follows: 
 

 Six comments were in support of the project as presented 
 Thirteen comments were in opposition to the project 
 Two were uncommitted 
 Twenty-one expressed conditional support 

 
See the attached meeting handouts, comments, and draft responses. 
 
On March 2, 2016 a project meeting was held with participants from Federal Highway, GDOT and the 
Consultant to discuss/confirm the proposed project preferred alternate (1A) with offsite detour. From this 
meeting and subsequent e-mails, it was established that a special provision will be added to the project 
that only allows for Blackhall Road to be closed to through traffic for a nine month duration.  
 
See the attached meeting minutes. 
 
Other Coordination to Date:  
CHA has had multiple discussions via phone and e-mail with Mr. Brent Benedetti who serves as the Dam 
Manager for the Lake Spivey Civic Association.  On March 24, 2015, CHA had a meeting at the project site 
with Mr. Benedetti and Mr. Claud Munson, the former superintendent for Lake Spivey Civic Association, both 
of whom are knowledgeable of the history and operation of the dam.  The Lake Spivey Civic Association 
provided CHA with hydraulic data for the dam spillways.  See attached Conversation Log.        
 
CHA contacted Ms. Connie Hardin with Henry County Schools Transportation Services on May 19, 2015 
regarding school bus routes on CR 661.  Ms. Hardin indicated 20+ buses use CR 661 between Jodeco Road 
and Walt Stephens Road on a typical school day.  She expressed concern that an offsite detour would require 
buses to detour to Flippin Road, which in her opinion has heavy traffic volume and would adversely affect the 
travel time for the affected bus routes.  See attached Conversation Log.       
 
CHA contacted Mr. Tom Woosley, Program Manager of the Georgia Safe Dams Program via e-mail on March 
18, 2015 regarding the proposed project and requested information regarding the operation of the dam and 
design flows appropriate for the bridge hydraulic/hydrological analysis.  CHA visited the Department of 
Natural Resources, Safe Dams Office on April 2, 2015 to review the project files for Lake Spivey Dam.  The 
dam was most recently upgraded in 1996-1997 with the addition of a labyrinth spillway.  Copies of the dam 
record plans and Final Design Report for the 1996 upgrade (prepared by Jordan Jones & Goulding) were 
obtained from the Lake Spivey Civic Association and Georgia Safe Dams Program.       
 
Detour Impact Forms were mailed to the following agencies in Henry and Clayton Counties on August 18, 
2015:  Henry County Department of Transportation, Henry County Fire Department, Henry County E-911, 
Henry County Schools-Transportation, Henry County Police Department, Clayton County Fire Department, 
Clayton County Police Department, and Clayton County Public Schools-Transportation Department.  A total of 
five impact responses were received:  
 

 Mr. Terry McMickle, Director of Henry County Department of Transportation indicated “Major 
Concerns” with the closure of Blackhall Road for construction due to high traffic volumes on the 
proposed detour route.  Mr. McMickle indicates a preference for permanent realignment of Blackhall 
Road to the west.   
 

 Mr. Bill Lacy, Fire Chief for Henry County Fire Department indicated a low impact to Emergency 
Response services due to closure of the bridge.  
 

 Mr. Jim Jones, Database Administrator for Henry County Schools Transportation indicated that twelve 
school buses make 29 trips across the bridge each school day.  Mr. Jones indicates “Major 
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Concerns” with potential impacts to school bus service if the bridge were closed for up to a year.   
 

 Mr. David King, Fire Chief for Clayton County Fire Department indicated a low impact to 
Emergency Response services due to closure of the bridge.  Note that the project site is 
approximately 0.3 miles from the Clayton County line.  
 

 Mr. Harold Walker, Director of Transportation for Clayton County Schools indicated “No Concerns” 
as Clayton County school buses do not utilize Blackhall Road. 

 
 
 

Project Activity Party Responsible for Performing Tasks 
Concept Development GDOT 
Design GDOT 
Right-of-Way Acquisition Henry County 
Utility Coordination (Preconstruction) GDOT 
Utility Relocation (Construction) Utility Owners 
Letting to Contract GDOT 
Construction Supervision GDOT 
Providing Material Pits Contractor 
Providing Detours Contractor 
Environmental Studies, Documents, & Permits CHA  
Environmental Mitigation GDOT 
Construction Inspection & Materials Testing GDOT 

 
 

 
    

Project Cost Estimate and Funding Responsibilities:   

 
Breakdown 

of PE ROW 
Reimbursable 

Utility CST* 
Environmental 

Mitigation Total Cost 
 Funded 

By 
GDOT Local GDOT GDOT GDOT  

$ Amount $755,000 $513,000 $200,000 $1,937,000 0 $3,405,000 
Date of 

Estimate 
2014 7/14/2015 8/10/2015 3/23/2016 6/8/2015  

*CST Cost includes: Construction, Engineering and Inspection (5%), Cont ingencies (10%) and Liquid 
AC Cost Adjustment.  
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ALTERNATIVES DISCUSSION 
Preferred Alternative 1A. (Bridge Reconstruction on Existing Alignment with Offsite Detour):  This 
Alternative proposes remove and to reconstruct the bridge over Rum Creek and portions of Blackhall Road 
along the existing horizontal alignment by closing the road and detouring traffic to a 5.8 mile offsite detour for 
the duration of the project (see detour route discussion below).  The roadway vertical alignment would be 
improved by reconstructing the existing substandard sag vertical curve in which the existing bridge is located 
to provide minimum stopping sight distance.  This Alternative, with an estimated project length of 1400 feet, 
requires approximately 1.3 acres of additional Right-of-Way.     
 
Use of an offsite detour while reconstructing the bridge and roadway along the existing horizontal alignment 
offers substantial benefits to the project by way of:  shorter project limits, lower construction costs, less right of 
way/easement acquisition, reduced environmental impacts, reduced utility relocations, and an overall shorter 
time to construct. The offsite detour affords the contractor the flexibility to execute the work within the project 
limits unimpeded by the staging and traffic control required for the onsite detour alternatives.  The contractor 
will not face time restrictions due to heavy flows of traffic during peak hour times. It is estimated that the 
contractor could complete the project and open the road to traffic up to six (6) months earlier than if removal 
and replacement is done with onsite detour alternatives.   
 
A 12 month contract period is estimated for the project; however, as a result of the large number of Detour 
Open House comments expressing concern with the offsite detour and subsequent discussions with FHWA, a 
special provision will be included that limits the closure of Blackhall Road to 7 months.  The bridge would be 
constructed within the 7 month closure through the use of Accelerated Bridge Construction elements such as 
the Northeast Extreme Tee (NEXT) Beam, which eliminates a substantial portion of the formwork typically 
required for a cast-in-place concrete bridge deck.    
 
The project length for Alternative 1A is approximately 1100 feet less than the realigned roadway and 
temporary onsite detour Alternatives (Alternatives 1B, 1C, and 1D).  Alternative 1A has the least 
environmental impacts of the alternatives evaluated with no adverse effects to wetlands, jurisdictional 
waterways, and historic resources anticipated.        
  
Proposed Detour Route: 
The proposed detour route is the shortest route (5.8 miles) identified and the only route entirely within Henry 
County.  The detour of traffic from CR 661/Blackhall Road will route traffic east on Jodeco Road (2-lane), 
traveling 1.9 miles east to Hudson Bridge Road (4-lane) and then a short 1000 foot jog along Hudson Bridge 
Road before turning left on to Flippen Road (2-lane).  Detour traffic will travel 2.0 miles north on Flippen Road 
to Walt Stephens Road (2-lane). On Walt Stephens Road vehicles will travel 1.7 miles west back to Blackhall 
Road for a total detour length of 5.8 miles  
 
Currently, there are traffic volumes on two of the proposed detour legs which are of concern:  Walt Stephens 
Road (AADT 11,900), Flippen Road (AADT 12,300).  A noticeable decrease in the Level-of-Service may 
occur on both of these two-lane roadways with the addition of the Blackhall Road detour traffic.  Based upon 
observations of traffic flow, it is anticipated that some local traffic which currently utilizes Blackhall Road as a 
cut-through will elect to use routes other than the signed detour, possibly choosing to use I-75 for north-south 
travel or travel west on Jodeco Road into Clayton County and take Camp Avenue to detour around the 
closure on Blackhall Road.  Additionally, the I-75 managed lane project will be completed prior to 
commencement of the Blackhall Road bridge replacement project.     
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  Preferred Alternative 1A (Cont.) 

Estimated Property Impacts: 7  Estimated Total Cost: $3,405,000 
Estimated ROW Cost: $513,000 Estimated CST Time: 12 months

Rationale:  The proposed Alternative meets the project purpose of replacing the structurally deficient bridge 
and correcting the sub-standard vertical curve. When compared to the other bridge reconstruction Alternatives 
considered, Alternative 1A has the lowest costs for construction and utility relocations, and has the least 
environmental impacts and shortest construction time.  Alternative 1A is selected as the Preferred Alternative. 
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Alternative 1B. (Bridge Reconstruction on Existing Alignment with Onsite Detour to the West):  This 
Alternative proposes removal and replacement of the bridge over Rum Creek and portions of Blackhall Road 
along the existing horizontal alignment with traffic maintained onsite via a temporary detour and an 
approximately 100 foot temporary bridge constructed parallel and west of the existing road.  Extensive 
temporary shoring would be required to retain the temporary detour fill limits from the Rum Creek channel 
upstream of the bridge.  As with Alternative 1A, the roadway vertical alignment would be improved by 
reconstructing the existing substandard sag vertical curve at the existing bridge.  This Alternative, with an 
estimated project length of 2500 feet, requires approximately 1.7 acres of additional Right-of-Way.  
Approximately 750 square feet of wetland and 25 linear feet of stream would be impacted by this Alternative.   
 
Offsite detours are typically not preferred by the traveling public because they extend trip times. Some local 
stakeholders including Lake Spivey Civic Association, Henry County, and Henry County Schools have 
previously indicated their preference that traffic be maintained on Blackhall Road throughout construction. 
Henry County Schools has stated that there are over twenty trips made by buses on Blackhall Road every 
school day. Many of those bus routes are to/from Red Oak Elementary School which is located on Walt 
Stephens Road, approximately one mile northeast of the project.     
 
With the offsite detour for Alternative 1A, the almost 6000 current AADT would be temporarily rerouted onto a 
5.8 mile detour. It is anticipated that a significant number of vehicles use Blackhall Road as a route to access 
I-75 via the SR 138 interchange and that with the proposed detour those vehicles would be able to access I-
75 via the Hudson Bridge Road interchange.  
 

Estimated Property Impacts: 8  Estimated Total Cost: $4,756,000 
Estimated ROW Cost: $609,000 Estimated CST Time: 18 months

Rationale:  This proposed Alternative was not selected due to the higher construction and right of way costs, 
the longer duration of construction, and the environmental impacts. 

 

Alternative 1C. (Bridge Reconstruction on Existing Alignment with Onsite Detour to the East):  This 
Alternative proposes removal and replacement of the bridge over Rum Creek and portions of Blackhall Road 
along the existing horizontal alignment with traffic maintained onsite via a temporary detour and an 
approximately 160 foot temporary bridge constructed parallel and east of the existing road.  The roadway 
vertical alignment would be improved by reconstructing the existing substandard sag vertical curve at the 
existing bridge.  This Alternative, with an estimated project length of 2500 feet, requires approximately 1.9 
acres of additional Right-of-Way and 0.7 acres of temporary easement.  The construction limits for this 
Alternative would impact the backyards of two residential properties.  Approximately 250 square feet of 
wetland and 55 linear feet of stream would be impacted by this Alternative.   
 
Onsite detour alignments to either the west or east of existing Blackhall Road are similar in length; however, a 
longer temporary bridge is required for the easterly detour due to a sharp southwesterly bend in the 
meandering Rum Creek channel immediately downstream of the existing Blackhall Road bridge.  Estimated 
construction costs for Alternative 1C are the highest of all the Alternatives evaluated, due in part to the longer 
temporary bridge that is required.   
 
 

Estimated Property Impacts: 8  Estimated Total Cost: $5,116,000 
Estimated ROW Cost: $854,000 Estimated CST Time: 18 months

Rationale:  This proposed Alternative was not selected due to the impacts to residential property, higher 
construction and right of way costs, the longer duration of construction, and the environmental impacts.   
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Alternative 1D. (Bridge Reconstruction – Realignment to the West):  This Alternative proposes removal 
and replacement of the bridge over Rum Creek and portions of Blackhall Road along a parallel realignment to 
the west with traffic maintained on existing alignment while the new bridge and approach roadways are 
constructed.  The westerly offset of the realigned roadway would be the minimum required for construction of 
the new bridge. This Alternative is being considered based upon benefits which include:  reduced construction 
time, construction costs which are less than those of the two temporary onsite detour Alternatives (Alts. 1B 
and 1C), and the avoidance of an offsite detour (Alt 1A).  This Alternative, with an estimated project length of 
2500 feet, requires approximately 2.6 acres of additional Right-of-Way from one parcel.  Approximately 1200 
square feet of wetland and 25 linear feet of stream would be impacted by this Alternative.   
 
A realignment of the road to the west, towards the Lake Spivey Dam, allows for construction of the project 
while traffic is maintained on Blackhall Road with only minor interruptions associated with construction of the 
tie-ins. The contractor will not be allowed to interrupt traffic flow during peak hour flows, but can continue to 
work outside of the existing traffic flow at all times. The overall construction time is reduced by not having to 
construct, maintain, and remove a temporary detour.    
 
The extent of impacts of for this Alternative would mirror those described in Alt 1B, however the environmental 
impacts would be considered to be permanent and required right of way would be needed instead of 
temporary easements, resulting in increased costs when compared to the preferred Alternative.  

Estimated Property Impacts: 1  Estimated Total Cost: $3,869,000 
Estimated ROW Cost: $392,000 Estimated CST Time: 12 months

Rationale:  This proposed Alternative was not selected due to the higher construction costs and 
environmental impacts.  If it is determined that an offsite detour is not feasible, than Alternative 1D, with the 
lowest estimated construction costs of any of the onsite detour Alternatives, would be the Preferred 
Alternative. 

 

Alternative 2. (Bridge Rehabilitation):  This Alternative proposes rehabilitation of the existing bridge 
consisting of retention of the existing substructures and total replacement of the existing bridge 
superstructure.  According to the Bridge Inventory Data Listing (attached), the existing Blackhall Road over 
Rum Creek bridge has a sufficiency rating of 49.20 and was designed for an H-15, which is below current 
bridge design standards.  Replacement of the bridge superstructure is the most feasible solution short of full 
bridge replacement that would eliminate the weight limits.    
 
Replacement of the superstructure would be achieved by closing Blackhall Road and detouring traffic to the 
5.8 mile offsite detour discussed under Alternative 1A for the duration of the bridge rehabilitation work.  With 
this Alternative, the existing substructures would be retained and likely strengthened with additional pile 
foundations.  The out-to-out width of the replacement superstructure would be approximately equal to the 
existing bridge out-to-out width of 32.3 feet, resulting in an inside bridge width of just under 30 feet, which is 
less than the 40 foot inside bridge width required for bridges off the State and Federal System with ADT 
greater than 2000.   
 
Shoulder work would be minimal, but would include installation of W-beam and T-beam guardrail and 
anchorages on the roadway approaches.  The substandard sag vertical curve would not be corrected with this 
Alternative.             
 

Estimated Property Impacts: n/a  Estimated Total Cost: $1,519,000 
Estimated ROW Cost: n/a Estimated CST Time: 9 months
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Rationale:  This Alternative was not selected because it does not eliminate the substandard sag vertical in 
which the bridge is located.  Additionally, a design exception would be required for the inside width of the 
rehabilitated bridge, which does not meet current bridge width requirements.    

 

 

No-Build Alternative: In this Alternative the bridge will not be reconstructed or rehabilitated nor will the 
substandard sag vertical curve be corrected. 

Estimated Property Impacts: n/a  Estimated Total Cost: n/a
Estimated ROW Cost: n/a Estimated CST Time: n/a

Rationale:  This Alternative was eliminated since it does not address the Project Justification Statement by 
eliminating the posted weight limits associated with the structurally deficient bridge. Unless corrected, the 
posted limits will remain and the bridge condition will continue to deteriorate, requiring additional limits in the 
future.  

 

 

LIST OF ATTACHMENTS/SUPPORTING DATA  
 

1. Concept Layouts 
2. Detour Plan 
3. Typical Sections 
4. Construction Cost Estimates with Liquid AC Adjustments 
5. Right of Way Cost Estimates  
6. Mitigation Cost Estimate 
7. Utility Cost Estimates  
8. Accident Report 
9. Bridge Inventory Data Listing 
10. Design Traffic 
11. FEMA Flood Insurance Map 
12. Project Kickoff Meeting Minutes 
13. Concept Team Meeting Minutes  
14. Stakeholder Meeting:  Minutes/Summary, Stakeholder List, Meeting Handout, Stakeholder Comments 
15. Bridge Detour Impact Letters and Responses 
16. Conversation Logs 
17. Follow-up Project Team Meeting Minutes 
18. Detour Open House Handouts, Comments, and Draft Responses 
19. GDOT - FHWA Meeting Minutes and Comments 
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FILE P.I. No. OFFICE

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

DATE March 23, 2016

From:

To: Lisa L. Myers, State Project Review Engineer

Subject: REVISIONS TO PROGRAMMED COSTS

MGMT LET DATE 8/15/2018
PROJECT MANAGER

MGMT ROW DATE 5/2/2017

PROGRAMMED COSTS (TPro W/OUT INFLATION) LAST ESTIMATE UPDATE

CONSTRUCTION $ 1,500,000.00 DATE

RIGHT OF WAY $ 300,000.00 DATE

UTILITIES $ 50,000.00 DATE

REVISED COST ESTIMATES

CONSTRUCTION* $ 1,936,872.35                       

RIGHT OF WAY $ 513,000.00

UTILITIES $ 200,000.00

  *Cost Contains 10  % Contingency

REASONS FOR COST INCREASE AND CONTINGENCY JUSTIFICATION:

Page 1 REVISIONS TO PROGRAMMED COSTS TEMPLATE - REVISED SEPTEMBER 4, 2014

INTERDEPARTMENT CORRESPONDENCE

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
STATE OF GEORGIA
-----------------------------

Program Delivery

CR 661/BLACKHALL ROAD @ RUM CREEK 3 MI SW OF 
STOCKBRIDGE  - ALTERNATIVE 1A (OFFSITE DETOUR)

CONCEPT COST ESTIMATE

11691

Kevin VanHouten



A.
CONSTRUCTION           
COST ESTIMATE:

$ Base Estimate From CES

B.
ENGINEERING AND 
INSPECTION (E & I):

$ Base Estimate (A)  x 5 %

C. CONTINGENCY: $ Base Estimate (A) +  E & I (B) x 10 %

See % Table in "Risk Based Cost 

Estimation" Memo

D.
TOTAL LIQUID AC 
ADJUSTMENT:

$  Total From Liquid AC Spreadsheet

E. CONSTRUCTION TOTAL: $ (A + B + C + D = E)

ATTACHMENTS:

Detailed Cost Estimate Printout From TRAQS
Liquid AC Adjustment Spreadsheet

REVISIONS TO PROGRAMMED COSTS TEMPLATE ‐ REVISED JULY 1, 2014 Page 2

CONTINGENCY SUMMARY

$                                                                           200,000.00 

REIMBURSABLE COST

Georgia Power

TOTAL $                                                                           200,000.00 

1,659,241.77 

                  82,962.09 

UTILITY OWNER

REIMBURSABLE UTILTY COSTS

            1,936,872.35 

20,448.11

                174,220.39 



ALTERNATE 1A

PROJ. NO.  CALL NO. 9/29/2009

P.I. NO. 

DATE

INDEX (TYPE) DATE INDEX Link to Fuel and AC Index:

REG. UNLEADED Mar‐16 1.671$        

DIESEL

LIQUID AC  355.00$      

LIQUID AC  ADJUSTMENTS

PA=[((APM‐APL)/APL)]xTMTxAPL

Asphalt

Price Adjustment (PA) 19702.5 19,702.50$                  

Monthly Asphalt Cement Price month placed (APM) Max. Cap 60% 568.00$            

Monthly Asphalt Cement Price month project let (APL) 355.00$            

Total Monthly Tonnage of asphalt cement (TMT) 92.5

ASPHALT Tons %AC  AC ton

Leveling 100 5.0% 5

12.5 OGFC 5.0% 0

12.5 mm 420 5.0% 21

9.5 mm SP 5.0% 0

25 mm SP 785 5.0% 39.25

19 mm SP 545 5.0% 27.25

1850 92.5

BITUMINOUS TACK COAT

Price Adjustment (PA) 745.61$             745.61$                        

Monthly Asphalt Cement Price month placed (APM) Max. Cap 60% 568.00$            

Monthly Asphalt Cement Price month project let (APL) 355.00$            

Total Monthly Tonnage of asphalt cement (TMT) 3.500507251

Bitum Tack

Gals gals/ton tons

815 232.8234 3.50050725

BITUMINOUS TACK COAT (surface treatment)

Price Adjustment (PA) 0 ‐$                              

Monthly Asphalt Cement Price month placed (APM) Max. Cap 60% 568.00$            

Monthly Asphalt Cement Price month project let (APL) 355.00$            

Total Monthly Tonnage of asphalt cement (TMT) 0

Bitum Tack SY Gals/SY Gals gals/ton tons

Single Surf. Trmt. 0.20 0 232.8234 0

Double Surf.Trmt. 0.44 0 232.8234 0

Triple Surf. Trmt 0.71 0 232.8234 0

0

TOTAL LIQUID AC ADJUSTMENT 20,448.11$                  

CR 661/Blackhall Road at Rum Creek ‐ Henry

0011691

3/23/2016

http://www.dot.ga.gov/doingbusiness/Materials/Pages/asphaltcementindex.aspx



                                                        STATE HIGHWAY AGENCY

DATE  : 03/23/2016

PAGE  : 1

                                                        JOB ESTIMATE REPORT

===================================================================================================================================

  JOB NUMBER : 0011691‐OFFDET          SPEC YEAR: 13

  DESCRIPTION: CR661 BLACKHALL RD. @ RUM CREEK

               CONCEPT ALT. 1A OFFSITE DETOUR

                                                    ITEMS FOR JOB 0011691

LINE ITEM ALT UNITS DESCRIPTION QUANTITY PRICE AMOUNT

‐‐‐‐‐ ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐

5 310‐1101 TN GR AGGR BASE CRS, INCL MATL 2650 25.68 68,063.55

10 402‐1812 TN RECYL AC LEVELING,INC BM&HL 100 94.48 9,448.45

15 402‐3121 TN RECYL AC 25MM SP,GP1/2,BM&HL 785 78.72 61,796.30

20 402‐3190 TN RECYL  AC 19 MM SP,GP 1 OR 2 ,INC BM&HL 545 86.57 47,178.31

25 402‐4510 TN RECYL AC 12.5 MM SP,GP2ONLY,INC 420 112.16 47,108.71

P‐MBM&HL

30 413‐1000 GL BITUM TACK COAT 815 4.32 3,521.35

35 432‐5010 SY MILL ASPH CONC PVMT,VARB DEPTH 1400 6.55 9,169.36

40 446‐1100 LF PVMT REF FAB STRIPS, TP2,18 INCH WIDTH 100 10.56 1,056.20

45 500‐9999 CY CL B CONC,BASE OR PVMT WIDEN 100 165.00 16,500.00

50 150‐1000 LS TRAFFIC CONTROL ‐ 0011691 1 75,000.00 75,000.00

60 210‐0100 LS GRADING COMPLETE ‐ 0011691 1 192,375.00 192,375.00

65 318‐3000 TN AGGR SURF CRS 100 22.68 2,268.01

70 436‐1000 LF ASPH CONC CURB ‐ 0011691 1200 11.37 13,648.07

85 634‐1200 EA RIGHT OF WAY MARKERS 20 116.47 2,329.54

90 641‐1100 LF GUARDRAIL, TP T 200 52.96 10,592.41

95 641‐1200 LF GUARDRAIL, TP W 1000 18.53 18,532.89

100 641‐5001 EA GUARDRAIL ANCHORAGE, TP 1 2 862.86 1,725.73

105 641‐5012 EA GUARDRAIL ANCHORAGE, TP 12 2 2,047.88 4,095.77

110 643‐1152 LF CH LK FEN, ZC COAT, 6 ', 9 GA 2200 22.37 49,212.79

115 643‐8030 EA GATE, CHAIN LINK PVC COAT ‐ 0011691 1 1,500.00 1,500.00

120 643‐8200 LF BARRIER FENCE (ORANGE), 4 FT 1000 1.43 1,433.69

125 441‐0301 EA CONC SPILLWAY, TP 1 4 1,670.43 6,681.73

130 550‐1180 LF STM DR PIPE 18,H 1‐10 50 56.34 2,817.17

150 550‐3318 EA SAFETY END SECTION 18,STD,4:1 2 799.96 1,599.94

160 163‐0001 LS EROSION CONTROL, NON‐REFUNDABLE DEDUCT 1 210,000.00 210,000.00

165 636‐1033 SF HWY SIGNS, TP1MAT,REFL SH TP 9 65 19.97 1,298.33

170 636‐2070 LF GALV STEEL POSTS, TP 7 150 7.77 1,166.38

175 653‐1501 LF THERMO SOLID TRAF ST 5 IN, WHI 3000 0.60 1,808.16

180 653‐1502 LF THERMO SOLID TRAF ST, 5 IN YEL 3000 0.59 1,782.36

185 654‐1001 EA RAISED PVMT MARKERS TP 1 35 5.49 192.43

190 657‐1085 LF PRF PL SD PVT MKG,8,B/W,TP PB 400 7.31 2,924.57

195 657‐6085 LF PRF PL SD PVMT MKG,8,B/Y,TPPB 400 7.31 2,926.43

200 433‐1000 SY REINF CONC APPROACH SLAB 300 164.96 49,488.13

205 540‐1101 LS REM OF EX BR, STA NO ‐ 113+80 1 75,000.00 75,000.00

210 543‐9000 LS CONSTR OF BRIDGE COMPLETE ‐ 0011691 1 665,000.00 665,000.00

ITEM TOTAL 1,659,241.77

TOTALS FOR JOB 0011691

‐‐‐‐‐ ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐

ESTIMATED COST: 1,659,241.77

‐‐‐‐‐ ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

PRELIMINARY ROW COST ESTIMATE SUMMARY

Date: 7/14/2015 Project: PI#0011691 Alt 1a(preferred)

Revised: County: Henry
PI: PI#0011691

Description: Blackhall Road over

Project Termini: Blackhall Road over

Existing ROW: Varies

Parcels: 7 Required ROW: Varies

$328,500.00

Proximity Damage $0.00

Consequential Damage $45,000.00

Cost to Cures $0.00

Trade Fixtures $0.00

Improvements $75,000.00

$26,250.00

$79,725.00

$14,000.00

$0.00

$64,000.00

$512,475.00

$513,000.00

Preparation Credits Hours Signature

Prepared By: CG#: (DATE)

Approved By: CG#: (DATE)

NOTE: No Market Appreciation is included in this Preliminary Cost Estimate  

Land and Improvements

Valuation Services

Legal Services

Relocation

Demolition

Administrative

TOTAL ESTIMATED COSTS

TOTAL ESTIMATED COSTS (ROUNDED)

allsop

286999   07/14/2015

286999  07/14/2015







DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

 
INTERDEPARTMENT CORRESPONDENCE 

 
 
 
FILE Project # N/A, Henry County, P.I. # 0011691 OFFICE Thomaston  
       

 DATE March 28, 2016 
FROM  Scott Parker, District Utilities Engineer  
 
TO  Kevin VanHouten, Project Manager 
  
 

SUBJECT   PRELIMINARY UTILITY COST (ESTIMATE)  
 

As requested by your office, we are furnishing you with a Preliminary Utility Cost estimate for each 
utility with facilities potentially located within the project limits.      

            
 

FACILITY OWNER 

NON-

REIMBURSABLE REIMBURSABLE 

Atlanta Gas Light 50,000 0 

BellSouth dba ATT 0 75,000 

ComCast 0 25,000 

Clayton County Water 125,000 0 

Clayton County Sewer 127,500 0 

Georgia Power Distribution  0 100,000 

Henry County Water & Sewer 127,500 0 

TOTALS       $430,000 $200,0000 
 
 

Total Preliminary Utility Cost Estimate   $630,000   .  
 
If you have any questions, please contact Harland Smith at 706-646-7606. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
SP/  
 
cc: Lee Upkins, State Utilities Engineer (via: e-mail) 
  
  



AccidentNo AgencyName Date Time County Route IntersectingRoute Injuries Fatalities

1039297 Henry County Police Department 9/1/2007 8:14:00 HENRY BLACKHALL  RD LOST VALLEY DR 1 0

520405 Henry County Police Department 2/18/2008 16:31:00 HENRY BLACKHAW  RD FALLING WATERS DR 0 0

99294 Henry County Police Department 10/22/2008 8:00:00 HENRY BLACK HALL  RD 1 0

135925 Henry County Police Department 11/29/2008 14:57:00 HENRY BLACK HALL  RD 0 0

155923 Henry County Police Department 1/3/2009 15:29:00 HENRY BLACKHALL  RD 0 0

155966 Henry County Police Department 1/3/2009 17:00:00 HENRY BLACKHALL  RD 0 0

193732 Henry County Police Department 2/19/2009 0:03:00 HENRY BLACKHALL  RD 0 0

233327 Henry County Police Department 4/4/2009 16:35:00 HENRY BLACKHALL  RD 0 0

271247 Henry County Police Department 5/16/2009 6:29:00 HENRY BLACKHAIL  RD 0 0

330415 Henry County Police Department 7/13/2009 0:19:00 HENRY BLACKHALL  RD 0 0

3461269 Henry County Police Department 2/5/2010 15:53:00 HENRY BLACKHAIL  RD 0 0

3469106 Henry County Police Department 3/19/2010 20:03:00 HENRY BLACKHALL  RD 0 0

3486302 Henry County Police Department 4/1/2010 16:02:00 HENRY BLACK HALL  RD 0 0

3451764 Henry County Police Department 7/23/2010 13:05:00 HENRY BLACKHALL  RD LOST VALLEY DR 0 0

4201209 Henry County Police Department 9/14/2012 13:51:00 HENRY BLACKHALL  RD FALLING WATER DR 0 0

4513323 Henry County Police Department 6/17/2013 5:08:00 HENRY BLACK HALL  RD FALLING WATERS RD 0 0

5092036 Henry County Police Department 12/13/2014 2:56:00 HENRY BLACKHALL  RD FALLING WATERS DR 0 0

5144363 Henry County Police Department 12/20/2014 12:09:00 HENRY BLACKHALL  RD FALLING WATERS DR 1 0

CR661/BLACKHALL RD, HENRY COUNTY
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AccidentNo

1039297

520405

99294

135925

155923

155966

193732

233327

271247

330415

3461269

3469106

3486302

3451764

4201209

4513323

5092036

5144363

MannerOfCollision LocationOfImpact FirstHarmfulEvent Light Surface DriverAge1

Rear End On Roadway Motor Vehicle In Motion Daylight Dry 84

Not A Collision with Motor Vehicle Off Roadway Other Non‐Collision Daylight Dry 39

Rear End On Roadway Motor Vehicle In Motion Daylight Dry 32

Rear End On Roadway Motor Vehicle In Motion Daylight Wet 42

Rear End On Roadway Motor Vehicle In Motion Daylight Dry 46

Rear End On Roadway Motor Vehicle In Motion Daylight Dry 39

Not A Collision with Motor Vehicle Off Roadway Other Post/Pole Support Dark‐Not Lighted Wet 108

Angle On Roadway Motor Vehicle In Motion Daylight Dry 53

Rear End On Roadway Motor Vehicle In Motion Dawn Dry 108

Not A Collision with Motor Vehicle On Roadway Other Non‐Collision Dark‐Not Lighted Wet 24

Rear End On Roadway Motor Vehicle In Motion Daylight Wet 31

Not A Collision with Motor Vehicle On Shoulder Guard Rail Face Dark‐Not Lighted Dry 38

Rear End On Roadway Motor Vehicle In Motion Daylight Dry 57

Sideswipe‐Opposite Direction On Roadway Motor Vehicle In Motion Daylight Dry 47

Not A Collision with Motor Vehicle Off Roadway Ditch Dark‐Not Lighted Wet 41

Not A Collision with Motor Vehicle On Roadway Other Object (Not Fixed) Dark‐Not Lighted Wet 56

Not A Collision with Motor Vehicle On Roadway Other Object (Not Fixed) Dark‐Not Lighted Dry 31

Not A Collision with Motor Vehicle On Roadway Other Object (Not Fixed) Daylight Wet 37

CR661/BLACKHALL RD, HENRY COUNTY
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AccidentNo

1039297

520405

99294

135925

155923

155966

193732

233327

271247

330415

3461269

3469106

3486302

3451764

4201209

4513323

5092036

5144363

DriverAge2 DriverSafetyEquip1 DriverSafetyEquip2 VehType1 VehType2 DirVeh1 DirVeh2

49 Unknown Bicycle Helmet Passenger Car Pedalcycle, Bicycle Northeast Northeast

Lap and Shoulder Belt Pickup Truck North

38 Lap and Shoulder Belt Lap and Shoulder Belt Utility Passenger Vehicle Pickup Truck North North

57 Lap and Shoulder Belt Lap and Shoulder Belt Passenger Car Utility Passenger Vehicle Northeast Northeast

20 Lap and Shoulder Belt Lap and Shoulder Belt Utility Passenger Vehicle Utility Passenger Vehicle Northeast Northeast

56 Lap and Shoulder Belt Lap and Shoulder Belt Passenger Car Utility Passenger Vehicle Northeast Northeast

Unknown Utility Passenger Vehicle North

41 Lap and Shoulder Belt Lap and Shoulder Belt Passenger Car Passenger Car North Northeast

37 Unknown Lap and Shoulder Belt Pickup Truck Passenger Car Northeast Northeast

None Used Passenger Car Northeast

37 Lap and Shoulder Belt Lap and Shoulder Belt Pickup Truck Pickup Truck Northeast Northeast

90 Lap and Shoulder Belt Lap and Shoulder Belt Passenger Car Utility Passenger Vehicle Northeast Southeast

47 Lap and Shoulder Belt Lap and Shoulder Belt Pickup Truck Pickup Truck Northeast Northeast

25 Lap and Shoulder Belt Lap and Shoulder Belt 4‐Door 4‐Door North South

Lap and Shoulder Belt Passenger Car South

Lap and Shoulder Belt Pickup Truck South

Lap and Shoulder Belt Passenger Car South

56 Lap and Shoulder Belt Lap and Shoulder Belt Utility Passenger Vehicle Pickup Truck South North

CR661/BLACKHALL RD, HENRY COUNTY
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AccidentNo

1039297

520405

99294

135925

155923

155966

193732

233327

271247

330415

3461269

3469106

3486302

3451764

4201209

4513323

5092036

5144363

MnvrVeh1 MnvrVeh2 LatDecimal LongDecimal U1Factors U2Factors

Straight Straight 33.515505 ‐84.277938 Distracted No Contributing Factors

Straight 33.517685 ‐84.277786 Other

Straight Stopped 33.813536 ‐84.333811 Following too Close No Contributing Factors

Straight Stopped 33.50933 ‐84.27766 Following too Close No Contributing Factors

Straight Stopped 33.50933 ‐84.27766 Following too Close No Contributing Factors

Straight Stopped 33.50933 ‐84.27766 Following too Close No Contributing Factors

Straight 33.5133 ‐84.27782 Too Fast For Conditions

Making U‐turn Straight 33.52332 ‐84.27669 Improper Turn Following too Close

Backing Stopped ‐1 ‐1 Improper Backing No Contributing Factors

Straight ‐1 ‐1 Weather Conditions

Straight Straight ‐1 ‐1 Following too Close No Contributing Factors

Straight Stopped ‐1 ‐1 Other No Contributing Factors

Straight Stopped ‐1 ‐1 Following too Close No Contributing Factors

Straight Straight 33.522731 ‐84.276814 Other No Contributing Factors

Negotiating A Curve 0 0 Driver Lost Control

Straight 33.5141 ‐84.277863 Weather Conditions,Object Or Animal

Straight 33.514064 ‐84.277858 Object Or Animal

Straight Straight 0 0 Mechanical Or Vehicle Failure,Other No Contributing Factors

CR661/BLACKHALL RD, HENRY COUNTY
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Department of Transportation 
State of Georgia 

__________________________________________
_____________  

 
INTERDEPARTMENT CORRESPONDENCE 

 
 FILE              Henry County               OFFICE Planning 
                   P.I. # 0011691 
                                                                                                            DATE     July 21, 2015 
 
FROM          Cynthia L. VanDyke, State Transportation Planning Administrator 
           
TO                Albert Shelby, State Program Delivery Engineer   
                     Attention: Kevin B. VanHouten 
 
SUBJECT     Preliminary Link Volume Traffic for CR 661/BLACKHALL ROAD @ RUM 

CREEK 3 MI SW OF STOCKBRIDGE. 
 

                     The Link Volume Traffic is below: 
                                          
                                          BUILD = NO BUILD 
                                             TC # 0151- 0221 

2012 AADT 5900 

2011 DHV 590 

2019 AADT 6550 

2019 DHV 655 

2039 AADT 8300 

2039 DHV 830 

K 10% 

D 60% 

T 4x% 

S.U. 3% 

COMB.  1% 

24 HOUR T 5% 

S.U. 4% 

COMB. 1% 

. 
                  If you have any questions concerning this information please contact  
                 Abby Ebodaghe at (404) 631-1923. 
 
CLV/afe 





















 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting Minutes/Summary: 
 
Meeting Subject: CR 661/Blackhall Road at Rum Creek Bridge Replacement Project,  

Stakeholder Meeting 
 
Meeting Attendees: Terry McMickle, Henry County 

Rocky Romero, Henry County 
Capt. Chuck Simmons 
Krystal Stovall-Dixon, GDOT 
Kevin Vanhouten, GDOT 
Kimberly Larson, GDOT 

   Chris Edmondson, CHA 
Kevin Kahle CHA 

   Justina Everhart, GT Hill Planners 
Lindsay Renaud, GT Hill Planners 

   Todd Hill, GT Hill Planners 
   Project area representatives (approx. 8) 
 
Meeting Location: Red Oak Elementary School, Stockbridge, GA 
 
Meeting Time:  6:30 pm, September 1, 2015 
 
Prepared By:  Todd Hill, GT Hill Planners 
 
Prior to the meeting an invite letter was mailed to a list of identified stakeholders consisting of 
representatives from local schools, neighborhoods, churches, emergency service providers, community 
facilities, and municipal officials. A total of 40 invitations were either mailed or emailed (See 
Attachment A). 
 
Summary: 
Meeting attendees began arriving at approximately 6:30 pm, and were provided with a brief meeting 
agenda and a handout containing the original invitation letter, a project description, a comment card, 
and concept layouts of the four potential project alternatives (Attachment B).  
 

• Kevin Vanhouten began the formal portion of the meeting at approximately 6:45 pm with 
introductions of the project and the project team. 

 
• Kevin Kahle then walked through a description of each of the four alternatives noting the key 

features of each of the alternatives including the time to construct, the approximate area of 
right-of-way needed, and the required construction time frame. It was noted that Alternative 
1A was the only one that would require an offsite detour. 





 
 
 
 
 
 

Attachment A 
Stakeholder List and Invite Letter 



Potential Stakeholders- Rum Creek Bridge Replacement, Henry County GA 

1. Schools 
a. Mount Zion Elementary 

i. Principal: Rochelle Harris 
ii. Ass. Prinicpal: Wendell Span 
iii. Phone: 770-968-2935 
iv. 2984 Mt. Zion Road, Jonesboro, GA, 03236 

b. Pate’s Creek Elementary  
i. Principal: Dr. Cynthia McCray 
ii. Ass. Principal: Crystal Shaw 
iii. Phone: 770-389-8819 
iv. 1309 Jodeco Road, Stockbridge, GA, 30281 

c. MD Roberts Middle School 
i. Principal: 
ii. Ass. Principal: 
iii. Phone: 
iv. 1905 Walt Stephens Road, Jonesboro, GA 30236 

d. Red Oak Elementary 
i. Principal: Dr. Robinzine 
ii. Ass. Principal: Dr. Deas 
iii. Phone: 770-389-1464 
iv. 175 Monarch Village Way, Stockbridge, GA, 30281 

e. Community Christian School 
i. Headmaster: Fred Banke 
ii. Phone: 678-432-0191 
iii. 2001 Jodeco Road, Stockbridge, GA, 30281 

2. Neighborhoods 
a. Falling Waters Community Association 

i. President : Lewis Dawson 
ii. Vice President: KK Sharma 
iii. Phone: None listed 
iv. Falling Waters Community Association 

PO Box 2454 
Stockbridge, Georgia 30281 

b. Lost Valley Homeowners Association 
i. President: Keith W. Harris, Phone: 404-557-8818, Email: 

kharris@bhwsm.com 
ii. Vice President: Nancy Lucas, Phone: 770-210-9858, Email: 

casadelucas@comcast.net 
iii. 3449 Lost Valley Drive 

Lake Spivey, GA 30236 
c. Wyngate Enclave and Lakeside 

i. President: 

mailto:kharris@bhwsm.com


ii. Community Association Management, LLC 
101 Devant Street Suites 904 & 905 P.O. Box 143089, Fayetteville, GA 
30214 

iii. Phone: (770) 692-0152 
d. Bay view on Lake Spivey Home owners 

i. President : Dave Wyane 
ii. Vice President: Danny Philips 
iii. Phone: 404-593-6693 

e. The Landings on Lake Spivey 
i. President : Todd Schmidt – tasdoc@mac.com 
ii. VP: Kerry Williams 

f. Emerald on Lake Spivey 
i. Jerry griffin – emeraldgriffin@lakespivey.org 
ii. Bob Nash – emeraldnash@lakespivey.org 

g. Edgewater on Lake Spivey 
Raymond Baggarly 
Edgewater.northshore@lakespivey.org 

h. Forrest Estates on Lake Spivey 
i. Pres: Dave Holmes – 770-250-5813 – holmes2140@gmail.com 

i. North Shore on Lake Spivey 
i. Raymond Baggarly – 678-438-3900 – 

edgewater.northshore@lakespivey.org 
ii. Wesley Hargrave – 770-471-2162 -

edgewater.northshore.hargrave@lakespivey.org 
j. South Bay on Lake Spivey 

i. Michael Garrison – southbay@lakespivey.org 
k. Monarch Village Home Owners Association 

i. Subdivision services 
1. 678-284-0244 
2. info@subdivisionservices.com 

ii.  
3. Churches 

i. Greater Works Baptist Church 
1. Pastor: Rev. Robert L. Burton 
2. 3296 Walt Stephens Rd, Jonesboro, GA 30236   
3. (770) 472-4338 

ii. Red Oak United Methodist 
1. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jaqueline D. Rose-Tucker 
2. 3894 Walt Stephens Rd., Stockbridge, GA 30281  
3. Phone:  (770) 474-8863 

iii. Trinity Baptist Church 
1. Pastor: Robert Willy 
2. Associate Pastor: Jeff Holcomb 
3. Phone: (church office) (770) 478 – 7133 
4. 3057 Walt Stephens Rd, Jonesboro, GA 30236 

mailto:emeraldgriffin@lakespivey.org
mailto:edgewater.northshore@lakespivey.org
mailto:edgewater.northshore.hargrave@lakespivey.org
mailto:southbay@lakespivey.org


iv. Charity Baptist Fellowship 
1. 9181 Floyd Road, Jonesboro, GA 30236 
2. Phone: 770-210-9684 
3. Pastors: Dr. Michael D. Scott and Chuck Scott 

v. People of God’s Choice Church 
1. 3359 Jodeco Road, Suite F, Jonesboro, GA, 30236 
2. Phone: 770-473-7799 
3. Pastor: Andre D. Watson 

vi. Calvary Harvest Baptist Church 
1. 3621 Jodeco Road, Jonesboro, GA, 30236 
2. Pastor: Dr. Craig L. Bennet 
3. Phone: 678-267-2728 

vii. Eagle Heights Baptist Church 
1. 3621 Jodeco Rd, Jonesboro, Georgia 30236 
2. Phone: (770) 507-1948 
3. No Pastor listed 

4. Hospitals 
i. Children's at Hudson Bridge 

1. 1510 Hudson Bridge Road 
Stockbridge, GA 30281-5020 

2. 404-785-8660 
ii. Piedmont Henry Hospital 

1. 1133 Eagles Landing Pkwy, Stockbridge, GA 30281 
2. (678) 604-1000 

5. Police 
i. Clayton County Police Department 

1. 7911 N McDonough St, Jonesboro, GA 30236 
2. Deputy Chief Micahel J. Rehister – Field operations Command 

a. 770-477-3798 
3. Deputy Chief Gina V. Hawkins – Support Services Command 

a. 770-477-3630 
ii. Jonesboro Police Department 

1. 170 S Main St, Jonesboro GA 30236 
2. Ph: (770)-478-7407 
3. Chief Allen @ fallen@jonesboroga.com 

6. Fire Department 
i.  Henry County Fire Department, Station #9, 

1. 122 Rock Quarry Road, Stockbridge, GA 30281 
2. (770) 288-6600 (General Number – not for fire station #9) 

7. Other  
a. Lake Spivey Civic Association 

i. Pres: John Westervelt – president@lakespivey.org 
b. Noah’s Ark Day Care and Learning Center 

i. 141 Holloway Rd, McDonough, GA 30253 

mailto:fallen@jonesboroga.com
mailto:president@lakespivey.org


ii. 678-583-1691 
c. Autumn Leaves Assisted living community 

i. 770-376-6753 
ii. 100 Monarch Village Way, Stockbridge, GA 30281 
iii. Chief Operating officer – Joseph E. Jamson 

8. Municipal Officials 
a. Cheri Mathews – County Manager-  140 Henry Parkway McDonough, GA 30281 
b. Brian Preston – District 2 Commissioner- 140 Henry Parkway McDonough, GA 

30281 
c. Bruce Holmes – District 5 Commissioner- 140 Henry Parkway McDonough, GA 

30281 
d. Tommy Smith –Commission  Chairman- 140 Henry Parkway McDonough, GA 

30281 
e. Roque Romero – Splost Transportation Manager- 112 Zack Hinton Pkwy 

McDonough, GA 30253 
f. Terry McMickle – H C Dot Director- 533 Hampton Rd McDonough, GA 30253 
g. Keith Nichols – Chief H C Police- 108 S. Zack Hinton Pkwy McDonough, GA 

30253 
h. Don Ash – 911/EMA Director- 526 Industrial Blvd McDonough, GA 30253 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Attachment B 
Stakeholder Meeting Handout 



 

 

 

Agenda 

Georgia Department of Transportation Stakeholder Meeting 
for 

CR 661 Blackhall Road Bridge Replacement at Rum Creek 
 

6:30-6:45 Stakeholder review of displays 

 

6:45-6:50 Welcome and GDOT Team introductions 

 

6:50-7:15 Presentation of Project Alternatives 

 

7:15-8:00 Questions and completion of travel mapping exercise 

  



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

One Georgia Center, 600 West Peachtree Street, NW 
Atlanta, Georgia 30308 
Telephone: (404) 631-1000 

 

Russell R. McMurry, P.E., Commissioner 

August 24, 2015 

To: Distribution List 

Re: Bridge Replacement on CR 661/Blackhall Road at Rum Creek 
       PI No. 0011691, Henry County 
       Project Stakeholder Meeting 

Dear Project Stakeholders, 

The Georgia Department of Transportation (Department) and Henry County are currently developing plans to 
replace the existing bridge on Blackhall Road over Rum Creek, just east of Lake Spivey (see attached Project 
Location Map).  

As we continue to evaluate design options for this bridge replacement project we would like to take this 
opportunity to meet with the residents that are located in the immediate area of the proposed project and those 
who use this bridge as part of their everyday travels to discuss the project. More specifically, we would like to 
discuss the project design concepts and the associated construction detour options that are currently under 
evaluation. The Department is committed to keeping the public informed about this important project, and 
would appreciate your input into the continued project development.  

The Department will be hosting a project stakeholder meeting on September 1, 2015 from 6:30-8:00 PM at 
the Red Oak Elementary School located at 175 Monarch Village Way, Stockbridge, GA 30281. Beginning 
promptly at 6:45 PM, a short presentation about the project will be provided by the Department’s engineering 
consultant.  After the presentation, representatives from the Department, Henry County, and the engineering 
consultant will be available to discuss the project and answer your questions. We hope that you will take this 
opportunity to learn about the ongoing project development and to discuss the project with these 
representatives. The Department looks forward to any comments you may have regarding the Blackhall Road 
Bridge replacement project. If you are unable to attend the meeting we hope that you will take a few minutes 
and record your comments on the attached comment form and return them to the address on the form.  Please 
also feel free to discuss this meeting with and invite other individuals you think may be interested in attending. 

If you should have any questions or need additional information, feel free to contact Kevin VanHouten at 706-
646-7557 (kvanhouten@dot.ga.gov) at the Georgia Department of Transportation District Three Office. 

Sincerely, 

Albert V. Shelby, III 
State Program Delivery Engineer 

AVS:BWS:KESD:KBV 

mailto:kvanhouten@dot.ga.gov
kstovall-dixon
Krystal's Initials



Project Location Map 
CR 661/Blackhall Rd at Rum Creek 

3 Miles SW of Stockbridge 
PI #0011691 

Henry County, GA 
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STAKEHOLDERS MEETING  
 

BRIDGE REPLACEMENT ON CR 661/BLACHALL ROAD @ RUM CREEK 
PROJECT PI No. 0011691 

HENRY COUNTY 
 
DATE/TIME: September 1, 2015 at 6:30 to 8:00 PM      
 
LOCATION:  Red Oak Elementary School                    

175 Monarch Village Way 
Stockbridge, GA 30281     

 
DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED PROJECT: 
   
The existing 108-foot long by 32-foot wide concrete bridge on CR 661/Blackhall Road at Rum 
Creek was constructed in 1961 and does not meet current minimum bridge width and truck loading 
design requirements, and currently has posted load limits which restrict the types of trucks that can 
use Blackhall Road.  Additionally, the bridge is located in a deep sag in the road which limits driver 
sight distance at night.    
 
The project proposes to remove/replace the existing bridge on Blackhall Road over Rum Creek with 
a reinforced concrete bridge that meets current bridge design requirements.  The new bridge would 
be wider, with additional shoulder width, and longer, to improve the flow of Rum Creek beneath 
Blackhall Road.  The project would also make improvements to the roadway on the north and south 
approaches to the reconstructed bridge.    
 
PROJECT CONCEPTS: 
A total of four design alternatives which meet the project purpose of replacing the deficient bridge 
on Blackhall Road at Rum Creek have been developed and are identified as Alternative 1A, 
Alternative 1B, Alternative 1C, and Alternative 1D.  The following is a brief description of each 
alternative under consideration:   
 
Alternative 1A – This Alternative proposes to remove and reconstruct the bridge over Rum Creek 
and portions of Blackhall Road by closing Blackhall Road and detouring traffic to a 5.8 mile offsite 
detour for the duration of construction, a period of approximately 12 months.  The replacement 
bridge would be wider as well as longer and would be constructed in the same location as the 
existing bridge.  The roadway on both sides of the replacement bridge would also be raised to 
improve the sight distance/visibility at night.   
 
The proposed detour route, at 5.8 miles, is the shortest route identified.  The detour of traffic from 
Blackhall Road would route traffic east on Jodeco Road (2-lane), traveling approximately 1.9 miles 
east to Hudson Bridge Road (4-lane) and then a short 1000 foot jog along Hudson Bridge Road 
before turning left on to Flippen Road (2-lane).  Detour traffic would travel approximately 2 miles 
on Flippen Road to Walt Stephens Road (2 lane).  On Walt Stephens Road vehicles would travel 1.7 
miles west back to Blackhall Road for a total detour length of 5.8 miles.  
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It is estimated that a portion of seven properties would be impacted to reconstruct the bridge using 
this Alternative and the time to construct Alternative 1A would be approximately 12 months.  The 
estimated cost of this Alternative is $3,250,000.   
    
Alternative 1B – This Alternative proposes to remove and reconstruct the bridge over Rum Creek 
and portions of Blackhall Road by maintaining traffic on site through the use of a temporary road 
and bridge constructed on the west side (the Lake Spivey Dam side of the road) of the existing 
bridge and Blackhall Road.  Construction would begin by first constructing a temporary road/bridge 
west of the existing road and bridge.  Once complete, traffic would be moved from the existing road 
and bridge to the temporary road and bridge.  With traffic safely moved to the temporary 
roadway/bridge, the existing bridge would be demolished and reconstructed in its current location.  
Once construction of the replacement bridge is complete, traffic would be shifted back to the 
permanent replacement bridge and the temporary bridge and pavement would be removed and the 
site restored.  An offsite detour would not be required with this Alternative.  It is estimated that 
eight properties would be impacted with Alternative 1B and construction would take approximately 
18 months.  The estimated cost of this Alternative is $4,600,000.   
 
Alternative 1C – Alternative 1C is similar to Alternative 1B in that it proposes to remove and 
reconstruct the bridge over Rum Creek and portions of Blackhall Road by maintaining traffic on 
site through the use of a temporary road and bridge.  The difference with Alternative 1C is that the 
temporary road and bridge would be constructed on the east side of Blackhall Road, which is the 
side downstream of the existing bridge.  Construction would begin by first constructing a temporary 
paved road and bridge east of Blackhall Road.  Traffic would then be shifted to the temporary 
alignment and the existing bridge would be demolished and reconstructed in its current location, 
similar to Alternative 1B.  Once the replacement bridge was complete, traffic would be shifted back 
to the permanent replacement bridge and the temporary bridge and pavement would be removed 
and the site restored.  An offsite detour would not be required with this Alternative.  It is estimated 
that portions of eight properties, located primarily on the east side of Blackhall Road, would be 
impacted with Alternative 1C and construction would take approximately 18 months. The estimated 
cost of this Alternative is $4,965,000.   
 
Alternative 1D – This Alternative proposes to maintain traffic on the existing Blackhall Road over 
Rum Creek bridge while a new road and concrete replacement bridge are constructed immediately 
to the west of the existing road and bridge.  To clarify, the new permanent road and bridge would be 
constructed on the Lake Spivey side of Blackhall Road.  It is estimated the replacement bridge 
would be approximately 100 feet longer than the existing bridge over Rum Creek.  Once 
construction of the new road and bridge is complete, traffic would be shifted from the existing 
bridge to the new bridge.  With traffic on the new bridge, both the old road and bridge would be 
demolished, the existing roadway embankments removed, and the site regraded and restored.  An 
offsite detour would not be required with this Alternative.  It is estimated that one property, the 
Lake Spivey Civic Association property, would be impacted with Alternative 1D and construction 
would take approximately 18 months.  The estimated cost of this Alternative is $3,760,000.   
 
 
 
 













Mail To: 
Mr. Albert V. Shelby III, State Program Delivery Engineer 

Georgia Department of Transportation 
600 W. Peachtree Street, NW 

Atlanta, Georgia 30308 
 

Georgia Department of Transportation 
Stake Holder Meeting Comment Card 

Bridge Replacement, CR 661 Blackhall Road at Rum Creek ,  

Henry County, P.I. No. 0011691 

       

Please print responses. 

Name ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________ 
             

Which Project Alternative do you prefer? (Alt. 1A   Alt 1B  Alt. 1C  Alt. 1D )  

Please explain why you prefer a specific alternative 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please provide any additional comments you may have on the other alternatives 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

         

How did you hear about this meeting?  Letter          Word of Mouth    Other  

_________________________________________ 

Was the location of the meeting convenient for you to attend?  Yes   No 

If no, please suggest a general location that is more convenient to your community. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend?  Yes  No  

If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you.  _______________________ 

Please share your suggestions on improving the way GDOT conducts public outreach. 

 

 

It is requested that comment forms be returned to GDOT no later than September 14, 2015 
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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

One Georgia Center, 600 West Peachtree Street, NW 
Atlanta, Georgia 30308 
Telephone: (404) 631-1000 

 

Russell R. McMurry, P.E., Commissioner 

August 18, 2015 

Chief Chris Sherwood 
Henry County Fire Department, Station #9 
122 Rock Quarry Road 
Stockbridge, GA 30281 

RE: Request for Comments on GDOT County Bridge Replacement Project 
PI 0011691, Henry County 
CR 661/Blackhall Road over Rum Creek 

Dear Chief Sherwood: 

The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) is preparing the planning and environmental studies for 
the above referenced bridge replacement project.  We propose to close this bridge during its 
construction/replacement for approximately 6-9 months. 

The purpose of this letter is to solicit your input concerning the potential impact of the proposed project on 
the provision of emergency services in the area.  A vicinity map is attached illustrating the location of the 
project. 

To allow us to fully evaluate the concerns of all interested agencies, please respond in writing to my attention 
by September 18, 2015, concerning any beneficial or adverse impacts of the proposed project relating to the 
interest of your agency. 

If you have any questions or comments concerning this project, please contact Kevin VanHouten at (706)646-
7557.  Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Albert V. Shelby, III 
State Program Delivery Engineer 

AVS:BWS:KESD:kvh 

Attachment 

kstovall-dixon
Krystal's Initials









GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

One Georgia Center, 600 West Peachtree Street, NW 
Atlanta, Georgia 30308 
Telephone: (404) 631-1000 

 

Russell R. McMurry, P.E., Commissioner 

August 18, 2015 

Major Keith Going 
Henry County Police Department 
108 S. Zack Hinton Parkway 
McDonough, GA  30253 

RE: Request for Comments on GDOT County Bridge Replacement Project 
PI 0011691, Henry County 
CR 661/Blackhall Road over Rum Creek 

Dear Major Going: 

The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) is preparing the planning and environmental studies for 
the above referenced bridge replacement project.  We propose to close this bridge during its 
construction/replacement for approximately 6-9 months. 

The purpose of this letter is to solicit your input concerning the potential impact of the proposed project on 
the provision of emergency services in the area.  A vicinity map is attached illustrating the location of the 
project. 

To allow us to fully evaluate the concerns of all interested agencies, please respond in writing to my attention 
by September 18, 2015, concerning any beneficial or adverse impacts of the proposed project relating to the 
interest of your agency. 

If you have any questions or comments concerning this project, please contact Kevin VanHouten at (706)646-
7557.  Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Albert V. Shelby, III 
State Program Delivery Engineer 

AVS:BWS:KESD:kvh 

Attachment 

kstovall-dixon
Krystal's Initials



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

One Georgia Center, 600 West Peachtree Street, NW 
Atlanta, Georgia 30308 
Telephone: (404) 631-1000 

 

Russell R. McMurry, P.E., Commissioner 

August 18, 2015 

Mr. Don Ash, Director 
Henry County E-911 
526 Industrial Blvd. 
McDonough, GA 30253 

RE: Request for Comments on GDOT County Bridge Replacement Project 
PI 0011691, Henry County 
CR 661/Blackhall Road over Rum Creek 

Dear Mr. Ash: 

The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) is preparing the planning and environmental studies for 
the above referenced bridge replacement project.  We propose to close this bridge during its 
construction/replacement for approximately 6-9 months. 

The purpose of this letter is to solicit your input concerning the potential impact of the proposed project on 
the provision of emergency services in the area.  A vicinity map is attached illustrating the location of the 
project. 

To allow us to fully evaluate the concerns of all interested agencies, please respond in writing to my attention 
by September 18, 2015, concerning any beneficial or adverse impacts of the proposed project relating to the 
interest of your agency. 

If you have any questions or comments concerning this project, please contact Kevin VanHouten at (706)646-
7557.  Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Albert V. Shelby, III 
State Program Delivery Engineer 

AVS:BWS:KESD:kvh 

Attachment 

kstovall-dixon
Krystal's Initials



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

One Georgia Center, 600 West Peachtree Street, NW 
Atlanta, Georgia 30308 
Telephone: (404) 631-1000 

 

Russell R. McMurry, P.E., Commissioner 

August 18, 2015 

Fire Chief Landry Merkison 
Clayton County Fire and Emergency Services 
7810 Highway 85 
Riverdale, GA  30274 

RE: Request for Comments on GDOT County Bridge Replacement Project 
PI 0011691, Henry County 
CR 661/Blackhall Road over Rum Creek 

Dear Chief Merkison: 

The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) is preparing the planning and environmental studies for 
the above referenced bridge replacement project.  We propose to close this bridge during its 
construction/replacement for approximately 6-9 months. 

The purpose of this letter is to solicit your input concerning the potential impact of the proposed project on 
the provision of emergency services in the area.  A vicinity map is attached illustrating the location of the 
project. 

To allow us to fully evaluate the concerns of all interested agencies, please respond in writing to my attention 
by September 18, 2015, concerning any beneficial or adverse impacts of the proposed project relating to the 
interest of your agency. 

If you have any questions or comments concerning this project, please contact Kevin VanHouten at (706)646-
7557.  Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Albert V. Shelby, III 
State Program Delivery Engineer 

AVS:BWS:KESD:kvh 

Attachment 

kstovall-dixon
Krystal's Initials





GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

One Georgia Center, 600 West Peachtree Street, NW 
Atlanta, Georgia 30308 
Telephone: (404) 631-1000 

 

Russell R. McMurry, P.E., Commissioner 

August 18, 2015 

Mr. Harold Walker  
Director Transportation Department 
Clayton County Public Schools 
7860 North McDonough Street 
Jonesboro, GA  30236 

RE: Request for Comments on GDOT County Bridge Replacement Project 
PI 0011691, Henry County 
CR 661/Blackhall Road over Rum Creek 

Dear Mr. Walker: 

The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) is preparing the planning and environmental studies for 
the above referenced bridge replacement project.  We are proposing to close this bridge during its 
construction/replacement for approximately 6-9 months.  

The purpose of this letter is to solicit your input concerning the potential impact of the proposed project on 
school bus routes.  Please provide the number of daily bus trips across this bridge when submitting your 
comments.  A vicinity map is attached illustrating the location of the project. 

To allow us to fully evaluate the impacts of the proposed project, please respond in writing to my attention by 
September 18, 2015, concerning any beneficial or adverse impacts of the proposed projects relating to the 
interest of your agency. 

If you have any questions or comments concerning the project, please contact Kevin VanHouten at (706)646-
7557.  Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Albert V. Shelby, III 
State Program Delivery Engineer 

AVS:BWS:KESD:kvh 

Attachment 

kstovall-dixon
Krystal's Initials





GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

One Georgia Center, 600 West Peachtree Street, NW 
Atlanta, Georgia 30308 
Telephone: (404) 631-1000 

 

Russell R. McMurry, P.E., Commissioner 

August 18, 2015 

Deputy Chief Micahel Rehister 
Clayton County Police Department 
7911 North McDonough Street 
Jonesboro, GA  30236 

RE: Request for Comments on GDOT County Bridge Replacement Project 
PI 0011691, Henry County 
CR 661/Blackhall Road over Rum Creek 

Dear Chief Rehister: 

The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) is preparing the planning and environmental studies for 
the above referenced bridge replacement project.   We propose to close this bridge during its 
construction/replacement for approximately 6-9 months. 

The purpose of this letter is to solicit your input concerning the potential impact of the proposed project on 
the provision of emergency services in the area.  A vicinity map is attached illustrating the location of the 
project. 

To allow us to fully evaluate the concerns of all interested agencies, please respond in writing to my attention 
by September 18, 2015, concerning any beneficial or adverse impacts of the proposed project relating to the 
interest of your agency. 

If you have any questions or comments concerning this project, please contact Kevin VanHouten at (706)646-
7557.  Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Albert V. Shelby, III 
State Program Delivery Engineer 

AVS:BWS:KESD:kvh 

Attachment 

kstovall-dixon
Krystal's Initials
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County: Henry 
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Project Location Map 
CR 661/Blackhall Rd at Rum Creek 

PI #0011691 
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GDOT Office of Environmental Services | Detour OH Summary of Comments 

PI#(s): 0011691, County: Henry 

Page 1 of 2 
 

GDOT NEPA Planner: Aaron Burgess  Date Submitted: 1/29/2016 

Consultant Preparer (if applicable): Todd Hill 

GDOT Project Manager: Kevin VanHouten  

Instructions: Once the comment period has ended and the NEPA analyst has scheduled and held the OH Debrief (with the Project 
Manager [PM], designer, NEPA, consultants and representatives from other offices as needed. A draft of this summary of comments 
may be available at the OH Debrief), the NEPA Analyst should have enough information to finalize this Summary of Comments and 
draft a response letter. Upon completion, the GDOT NEPA Analyst should route this as a pdf to the GDOT PM (and others as listed 
below) along with a pdf of the comments and a Word document of the draft response letter. Once the draft response letter is vetted 
through the offices copied below, the GDOT NEPA Analyst and the PM should follow the OH Response Letter Guidance for review 
and approval of the response letter. GDOT aims to respond to all comments within 30 days of close of the comment period. 

By copy of this summary, please review the comments and provide responses within the draft 
response letter by Click here to enter a date..  

Copy and paste in the space below the NEPA Team site info regarding this Open House. All information but the “Date Responded” 
should be available at the completion of this Summary of Comments.    

********************************************* 
Step 1 – Go to: http://gdotteams.dot.ga.gov/offices/envservices/epa/Lists/Open%20House%20Outcomes/AllItems.aspx.  

Contact the NEPA Section Leader if you don’t have access. 
Step 2 – Click “add new item”. Enter the available information (you should have everything but the “Date 

Responded”. Click “save”. 
Step 3 – Step 2 should have created a new row for the OH information that you just entered. Click the row 

to highlight it, then click “View Item” in the list tools ribbon.  
Step 4 – Highlight/select all of the rows from “PI#s” to “Add’l Efforts”, copy the rows and paste the 

information in the space on this form directly below the following line of asterisks.  
Step 5 – DELETE THESE INSTRUCTIONS! 
********************************************* 
 
 
Major Concerns:  
-Off site detour will cause traffic and inconvenience local residents. 

Public Officials:  
Rocky Romero, Henry County SPLOST 
Jim Jones, Henry County Board of Education 
David Gagnon, Henry County Police 
Media:  
None 

Disposition of Comments: 
Suggested strategy: (1) Sort your comments alphabetically by the commenter’s last name. Give each commenter a number. Be aware 
that some commenters provide their comments in multiple ways (i.e. providing a comment form and a court reporter interview). Should 
this occur, the commenter should still only have one comment number and these different sources for comments should be grouped 
together. (2) If the commenter touches on multiple subjects, split the commenter’s remarks into multiple parts designated with letters 
and combined with the number (e.g. 1a, 1b, 1c…). (3) Summarize these comments in the Nature of Comment Column. List in the 
Comment # Column all comments (from multiple commenters) that fit the Nature of Comment description.  

Please Note: If a comment is specific to a commenter’s property or individual situation, it may not be appropriate for a combined 
response letter. In these instances, prepare a response letter that addresses the commenter’s individual concerns but also includes 
the comments/responses provided in the combined response letter. If ROW specific, use the ROW response to comment language. 
Do not deviate from this language.  

Office of Program Delivery/Office of Innovative Delivery 
Nature of Comment  Comment # 
Prefer Alternative 1D or another alternative that does not require an offsite 
detour. 

1, 3b, 4a, 8, 9a, 10a, 
11, 13a, 18c, 19a, 
22, 23, 24, 25, 27, 
29, 30, 31, 33, 35, 

http://gdotteams.dot.ga.gov/offices/envservices/epa/Lists/Open%20House%20Outcomes/AllItems.aspx


GDOT Office of Environmental Services | Detour OH Summary of Comments 

PI#(s): 0011691, County: Henry 

Page 2 of 2 
 

36, 37, 39, 40, 41, 
42, 43 

Noted general support for the project. 2, 5, 6, 7, 14, 15a, 
16a, 17 

Noted that public notice was not provided for the stakeholder meeting held in 
September. 

4b, 10b, 13c, 26, 27, 
28, 31, 32 

Requested that the construction of the proposed roundabout at Blackhall 
Road and Jodeco Road be coordinated with the construction of this project. 

15b, 20, 21, 23, 32 

Office of Roadway Design/Office of Bridge Design and Maintenance, or Responsible Design Office 
Nature of Comment  Comment # 
Concerned that the detour will cause local congestion and be very 
inconvenient for local citizen’s. 

3a, 13b, 16b, 18b, 
26, 27, 28, 31, 32 

Concerned that closing the bridge temporarily would worsen traffic back-ups 
on I-75. 
 

9b, 18a, 19b, 38 

Temporary detour would negatively impact area merchants. 9c, 23, 29 

Office of Right of Way 
Nature of Comment  Comment # 
  

Office of Traffic Operations 
Nature of Comment  Comment # 
Request a traffic plan that improves access for local residents. 12 

Office of Planning  
Nature of Comment  Comment # 
  

Office of Environmental Services 
Nature of Comment  Comment # 
  

Please find attached a PDF of all comments and the public official sign in sheet (or a link to the PDF) 
and a Word document of the draft response letter.  

Cc (by email):  Kevin VanHouten, Project Manager, 
Kevin Kahle, CHA, Project Designer 
Wesley Brock, Assistant ROW Administrator 
Paul DeNard, Traffic Operations Manager 
Matthew Fowler, Assistant Office Head of Planning 

Click here to enter text. 
PDF to Project Documents; Hardcopy to General Files 















































From: Porsha [mailto:porsha_g@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2016 1:54 PM 
To: Project Comments 
Cc: jjordan@hhrmjv.com; beach5101@gmail.com 
Subject: PI Number 0011691 - January 14, 2016  
   
   
I am a resident of the Longwood subdivision and would like to express my concern of the 
Blackhall Rd Rum Creek Bridge work. As I understand from information provided at the open 
house on Jan 14th, the alternative (1A) that was chosen will close Blackhall Rd  for the duration 
of the construction. This will highly impact my commute to and from home not to mention 
Blackhall is currently used as an alternate route when I75 South or North has heavy 
traffic/congestion, roadwork which we currently have due to the express lane construction, 
and/or an accident between exits 228 Stockbridge/Jonesboro and 222 Jodeco Rd.  
   
Closing Blackhall Rd for 12months will not be in the best interest of the surrounding 
communities. More traffic and shorter tempers does not benefit anyone. Is there anyway 
possible for Alternative 1D to be selected in an effort to work with the communities that will be 
impacted? As a tax payer I understand the need to minimize cost but where it is advantageous 
for all involved. Keeping  Blackhall Rd open while constructing the new bridge would certainly 
be worth the additional $510,000.  
   
I look forward to receiving your response to my email.  
   
Thank you  
Porsha Jordan  
404.386.8140  
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From: Indi Somers [mailto:isomers79@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2016 4:33 PM 
To: Project Comments 
Subject: Henry County/PI 0011691/January 14  
   
Hello:  
   
I was unable to attend the meeting on January 14 because the traffic on Speer Road was backed 
up almost to Highway 138 and I had to take an alternate road and could not make it to Red Oak 
Elementary in time. I was not aware of the meeting that was held September until I started 
researching the project after I missed the January 14 meeting.  
   
I do not support closing the road while the replacing the bridge. I think option 1D makes the 
most sense and it is not a lot more expensive than option 1A. The roads in this area cannot 
handle any additional traffic. Not only will it inconvenience residents in our daily communtes, 
but it will hurt the businesses in the area.  
   
Additionally, I live in Longwood Subdivision at the intersection of Jodeco and Blackhall. 
Turning in and out of our neighborhood is like rolling dice. Nothing has been done since 2001 
when we moved here and I realize it is on the agenda again, but I would certainly hope that that 
project is given priority over replacement of the Rum Creek bridge, for safety sake.  
   
Thanks.  
   
Indi Somers    
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From: Shelia Kelley [mailto:shkelley1@bellsouth.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2016 10:56 AM 
To: Project Comments 
Subject: Henry County, PI Number 0011691 Jan 14, 2016  
   
Closing BlackHall Rd would be the worst choice considering that a round about is also planned 
for Jodeco Rd at the intersection of Jodeco & Blackhall.  
The traffic on Flippen and Walt Stephens is already terrible, especially when 75 is backed up.  
   
The better plan (similar in cost) would be 1D to build a new bridge west of the present bridge 
and then remove the old bridge keeping Blackhall open.  
   
Thanks,  
Shelia Kelley  
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Tony Kelley [mailto:tkelley12@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2016 11:25 AM 
To: Project Comments 
Subject: PI Number 0011691 meeting date January 14,2016 
 
I am thankful that Henry County is receiving these much needed repairs by the 
GDOT. 
I live in Longwood which is at the intersection of Jodeco Road and Blackhall. 
Construction of a large round about should start soon and complete in 2017. 
Not sure how this project will affect the new bridge construction on Rum 
Creek. Not sure why this occurs almost every day but when traffic is a 
disaster on I-75 south everyone takes highway 138, Speer Road/Blackhall, to 
left on Jodeco, back to I-75 south. Many drivers take Walts Stephens to 
Flippen therefore detour suggestion is already a traffic nightmare. 
My preference would be to build a new bridge west of current bridge and 
remove current bridge after new bridge is completed. I realize this curve 
would slow the traffic down but we need this considering the number of wrecks 
at the intersection of Blackhall and Jodeco. 
Tony Kelley 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Tony Kelley [mailto:tkelley12@gmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2016 7:31 PM 
To: Project Comments 
Subject: Blackhall/Jodeco Road roundabout 
 
I live in  the Longwood  subdivision and a member of our architectural 
control committee. 
The association is considering upgrading our fence, lighting, and landscaping 
in 2016. 
The roundabout project is to start soon and complete in 2017. Since the 
roundabout is directly in front of our entrance, how will it directly affect 
our subdivision entrance as far as landscaping Is concerned? 
Thank for your input about this concern. 
Tony  Kelley 
tkelley12@gmail.com 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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From: Draper, Glenda L. [mailto:GLDRAPER@SOUTHERNCO.COM]  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 10:03 AM 
To: Project Comments 
Subject: PI#0011691 Bridge replacement Blackhall Road at Rum Creek  
   
To Whom it May Concern,  
   
Recently it has been brought to our attention that GDOT plans to replace the bridge over Rum Creek on 
Blackhall Road at Lake Spivey.  It is my understanding that there are (4) construction options in which (3) 
plan to construct a temporary bridge so as not to close Blackhall Road and (1) is to close Blackhall Road 
for 12 months.  It is also my understanding that GDOT wants to use the option that closes Blackhall Road 
and detour traffic 5.8 miles to Flippen Road and Hudson Bridge.  This would cause a  major  traffic 
nightmare for all residents that live in and surrounding the communities of  Lake Spivey.  Whenever 
there are traffic delays on I-75 south through Henry County, the proposed detour route is already 
heavily used and additional traffic would cause a burden for all those involved.  Please reconsider the 
decision to close Blackhall Road and choose and option that would allow Blackhall Road to remain open 
for the construction period.  
   
Glenda Draper  
408 Charleston Ave  
Jonesboro, GA 30236  
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From: Donna Harp [mailto:dkharp@bellsouth.net]  
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 5:48 PM 
To: Project Comments 
Subject: Henry County, PI Number 0011691, Meeting Date Jan. 14, 2016  
   
CR 661/Blackhall Rd. Rum Creek Bridge  
   
Alternative 1A chosen by GDOT will close Blackhall Road for 12 months and will put an 
unnecessary burden on the many people who use this road daily.  In addition, it will 
cause traffic problems on the surrounding streets as the Blackhall Rd traffic is re-routed 
onto them.  
   
Alternative 1D which builds a permanent bridge on the west side close to the dam and 
keeps Blackhall open to traffic during the construction of the new bridge seems to be a 
much better solution for the people who will be impacted by the project.  It will take 
longer (18 mo. vs 12) and cost $510,000 more; however, the negative impact to the 
homeowners and businesses in the area will be much less.    
   
I hope you will reconsider and use Alternative 1D.  
   
Sincerely,  
   
Donna Harp  
Longwood Subdivision  
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Diane Smith [mailto:diane.smith45@aol.com] 
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 6:13 PM 
To: Project Comments 
Subject: Henry Co. PI No. 0011691 meeting date 1-14-2016 CR 661/Blackhall Rd 
Rum creek bridge 
 
Blackhall Rd. Is a primary route to travel north to Ingles, Kohl's, Lowes, 
restaurants, etc. as well as I-75 North. A 12-month detour would be a major 
inconvenience as well as a detriment to local businesses.  Alternative 1D 
would build a permanent bridge without closing Blackhall Rd. and is the 
cheapest of the other 2 alternatives. This would impact the residents and 
businesses much less than alternative 1A. Please reconsider using Alternate 
1D instead of Alternate 1A. 
 
Sincerely, 
Carl & Diane Smith 
8889 Blackhall Rd. 
Jonesboro, Ga 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Carlton Austin [mailto:austin0773@gmail.com] 
Sent: Sunday, January 24, 2016 6:51 PM 
To: Project Comments 
Cc: MeChe Austin 
Subject: Blackhall Rum Creek Bridge Option 1D 
 
To Whom it May Concern: 
 
I am a homeowner that lives in the Heritage Ridge Subdivision at 1093 
Columbus Drive Jonesboro, GA  I am writing to give my support for Option 1D 
of the PI 0011691 project for the replacement of the bridge over Rum Creek on 
Blackhall Rd. 
 
Regards, 
 
Carlton Austin 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
________________________________ 
 
In 2015 there were 1,389 fatalities on Georgia’s roads. This marks the first 
annual increase in a decade. Many of these deaths are preventable - the 
result of distracted driving. DriveAlert ArriveAlive implores motorists to 
drive responsibly. 1—buckle up; 2—stay off the phone/no texting; and 3—drive 
alert. Visit www.dot.ga.gov/DS/SafetyOperation/DAAA. #ArriveAliveGA 
 

31 

mailto:austin0773@gmail.com
http://www.dot.ga.gov/DS/SafetyOperation/DAAA


 
   
From: Angela [mailto:kaydawgs@earthlink.net]  
Sent: Sunday, January 24, 2016 7:03 PM 
To: Project Comments 
Subject: Rum Creek Bridge Replacement on Blackhall Road  
   
Hey,  
We live in Falling Waters Subdivision off Blackhall Road south of the bridge over Rum Creek.  
   
As we understand, the bridge is scheduled to be replaced in 2018 and multiple alternatives to 
construction have been presented.  One of the alternatives involves closing Blackhall Road to through 
traffic during construction of the bridge.  
   
We’d like to voice our opposition to this option and recommend one of the other three to keep Blackhall 
open during replacement.  
   
For those of us that work and shop north of the bridge closing Blackhall for a lengthy time will have 
significant hardship on daily activities and routine.  
   
Also, given the traffic issues overall, closing an option even for a period of time like the Blackhall “cut-
through” will cause even more traffic hardships to a much broader number of commuters and travelers 
every day.  
   
Thank you for hearing our input and opposition to this option and our request for your consideration of 
another of the identified options.  
   
Thank you,  
Steve and Angela Kay  
169 Falling Waters Drive  
Jonesboro, GA 30236  
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Marcia Hudson [mailto:thetehudsons@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, January 25, 2016 12:20 AM 
To: Project Comments 
Subject: Henry county project number 0011691 meeting date Jan.14, 2016 
 
My name is Marcia Hudson.  I live in the Heritage Ridge Subdivision which is 
over Jodeco Road and south of Blackhall.  The project to replace the bridge 
over Rum Creek by closing Blackhall for up to 12 months is severely 
detrimental to all who use Blackhall to travel north.  The traffic flow on 
this road is tremendous and is already very heavy at rush hour times on the 
proposed detour.  While the detour is just over 5 miles, the time difference 
during the rush hour times would be at least 30 minutes.  The road damage 
would be great, and the number of accidents would be greatly increased 
because of the increased traffic. 
 
Apparently there was a meeting in December of 2015, but residents south of 
the bridge were not invited to attend.  Those south of the bridge are the 
ones who will be most impacted by closing the road.  Since the option to 
build a permanent bridge west of the current bridge and keep the road open 
costs only a half million more, I and the residents of the areas south of the 
bridge would choose this option.  Please carefully consider the impact this 
will have on the roads, traffic, and the people who life on the south side of 
the bridge.  Thank you. 
 
Marcia Hudson 
Always blest when I give Him my best 
Sent from my iPad 2 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Paul Adams [mailto:paul6626e@att.net] 
Sent: Monday, January 25, 2016 12:49 AM 
To: Project Comments 
Subject: Henry County PI Number 0011691 Meeting date: Jan 14, 2016 
 
To who It may concern:                                                                                   
24 Jan. 2016 
 
I am writing to express my concern about the proposed replacement of the 
bridge on County Route 661/Blackhall Road over Rum Creek, PI Number 0011691.  
In particular I have concerns about one of the options that involves closing 
Blackhall Road to through traffic during construction for a period of 
approximately one year. 
 
I support an option that would keep the bridge open during construction and 
local traffic to flow north on Blackhall Road to allow travelers to get to 
their destinations in a timely manner, to include commuters to get to I-75 
North for their journey into Atlanta for work.  Furthermore, closing 
Blackhall Road would increase traffic hardships with existing construction 
for commuters exiting the City traveling south on I-75.  Their would be no 
cut-through for travelers to get to suburbs south. 
 
I appreciate the opportunity to voice my concerns about this issue in Henry 
County.  Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Paul R. Adams 
172 Falling Waters Drive 
Jonesboro, Ga.  30236 
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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

One Georgia Center, 600 West Peachtree Street, NW 
Atlanta, Georgia 30308 
Telephone: (404) 631-1000 

Russell R. McMurry, P.E., Commissioner 

 
Click here to enter a date. 

 
 
«AddressBlock» 
 
Re:  Responses to Open House Comments for PI#(s): 0011691, Henry County, CR 661/Blackhall Road Rum Creek 

Bridge  
 Choose an item. Click here to enter text. 
 
«GreetingLine»  
 
Thank you for your comments concerning the proposed project referenced above. We appreciate your participation 
and all of the input that was received as a result of the January 14, 2016 Detour Open House. Every written comment 
received and verbal comment given to the court reporter will be made part of the project’s official record.  
 
A total of 56 people attended the open house. Of the 42 respondents who formally commented, 6 were in support 
of the project, 13 were opposed, 2 were uncommitted, and 21 expressed conditional support.  
 
The attendees of the open house and those persons sending in comments within the comment period raised the 
following questions and concerns. The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) has prepared this one 
response letter that addresses all comments received so that everyone can be aware of the concerns raised and the 
responses given.  Please find the comments summarized below (in italics) followed by our response. 
 
1. Noted that there were no signs or advertisements for the meeting that was held in September regarding the 

project. 
 
The meeting held in September was specifically set up as a stakeholder meeting and was not designed to be an 
open public meeting. Notification signs or advertisements were not utilized for this meeting as this was not 
planned to be a public meeting. The intent of the meeting was to get some general feedback from 
representatives of the community including individuals from some of the home owner associations, churches, 
and community officials. The feedback from this stakeholder meeting was used to help guide the development 
of the preferred project Alternative, which was the Alternative presented at the January 14, 2015 Detour 
Public Information Open House.  
 

2. Concerned that closing the bridge temporarily would worsen existing traffic backups on I-75 as Blackhall 
Road would no longer be an Alternative (cut through) to avoid these backups. 
 
The managed lane project currently under construction along I-75 in the vicinity of this project is anticipated 
to be completed and open to traffic well before the construction of the proposed bridge project starts. One of 
the main purposes of the I-75 project is to relieve congestion and backups along I-75; therefore, it is not 
anticipated that the proposed temporary bridge closure would worsen backups along I-75 in this vicinity. 

 
3. Would prefer to see Alternative 1D, which was presented as a potential Alternative at a stakeholder meeting 

in September 2015 to construct the replacement bridge on new location to the west while using the existing 
bridge as the temporary detour. 
 
As noted above in comment #1, a stakeholder meeting was recently held where a series of four different 
Alternatives were presented. A description of each of the four Alternatives noting the key features of each of 
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the Alternatives including the time to construct, the approximate area of right-of-way needed, and the required 
construction time frame was presented. It was noted that Alternative 1A had the least impact to environmental 
resources since it maximizes the use of the existing disturbed roadway corridor. Some of the issues discussed 
included concerns that closing the roadway during construction, as proposed in Alternative 1A, would 
overload the capacity of the surrounding roadway network. Some attendees were concerned that Alternative 
1D would potentially impact the Lake Spivey Dam. At the conclusion of the meeting attendees were 
encouraged to submit their written comments. 

 
At the end of the comment period following the meeting a total of 15 comments had been received. The 
following is a brief summary of the comment responses: 
 
Alternative 1A – This Alternative proposes to remove and reconstruct the bridge over Rum Creek by closing 
Blackhall Road and detouring traffic to a 5.8 mile offsite detour.  Seven comments noted a preference for this 
Alternative because it would have the least disturbance, has the lowest construction cost, has least impact to 
Lake Spivey, and has the shortest construction time frame.   
 
Alternative 1B – This Alternative proposes to remove and reconstruct the bridge over Rum Creek by 
maintaining traffic on site through the use of a temporary road and bridge constructed on the west side of 
Blackhall Road (the Lake Spivey side of the road).  Six comments noted a preference for this Alternative 
because it would have the least impact to Lake Spivey, and would not shut down the existing road. 
 
Alternative 1C – This Alternative proposes to remove and reconstruct the bridge over Rum Creek by 
maintaining traffic on site through the use of a temporary road and bridge constructed on the east side of 
Blackhall Road (downstream side of the bridge).  No comments noted a preference for this Alternative. 
 
Alternative 1D – This Alternative proposes to maintain traffic on the existing Blackhall Road over Rum 
Creek bridge while a new road and replacement bridge are constructed immediately to the west of the existing 
road and bridge (Lake Spivey side of road).  Two comments noted a preference for this Alternative because it 
is the least expensive without a detour, and it does not require a temporary bridge. 
 
The design development and environmental evaluation process is a decision-making tool to determine which 
Alternative  best meets the project need and purpose while minimizing adverse impacts to the social, economic 
and environmental resources in the project area.  GDOT believes that Alternative 1A is the Alternative that best 
meets this goal, and has therefore presented it as the preferred Alternative. 
 

4. Requested that the proposed bridge replacement project be constructed at the same time as the roundabout 
intersection project proposed at Blackhall Road and Jodeco Road. 
 
Construction of the roundabout project is currently set to begin in the fall of 2016. While the bridge project is 
much earlier in the project development process and is currently in the concept phase. The planned project 
construction schedule for the bridge is set for summer of 2018. Under this schedule the roundabout 
construction would be complete prior to the temporary closure of the bridge, which would improve the 
efficiency of the proposed detour route. 
 

5. Concerned that the proposed detour will create congestion and be very inconvenient for local citizens. 
 
Unfortunately temporary inconveniences are often associated with bridge and road construction projects. As 
part of the ongoing project development, GDOT is investigating ways to expedite the construction process 
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and will attempt to minimize the time frame the detour is in place in order to lessen the inconveniences to the 
traveling public. This investigation will include the evaluation of alternative construction techniques and the 
timing of the detour to minimize the overlap with the school year when traffic is heavier. Specifically, we will 
investigate the feasibility of incorporating Accelerated Bridge Construction elements into the project and 
evaluate bridge construction methodologies that utilize precast concrete components which can reduce the 
time required to construct the replacement bridge. GDOT is also committed to including specific language 
within the construction contract that limits the duration of the closure of Blackhall Road and offsite detour. 
 

6. Concerned that the temporary detour would negatively impact area merchants. 
 
As noted above in comment #2, and comment #4, with the completion of the I-75 managed lane project and 
the local roundabout project it is anticipated that traffic congestion within the project vicinity will be 
improved over current day conditions by the time the bridge project goes to construction. With these expected 
improvements in mobility the GDOT does not anticipate any long term adverse effects to local merchants.  
GDOT will coordinate with Henry County prior to the beginning of construction to ensure that adequate 
detour signage is in place to help minimize effects to the local merchants. 
 

7. Requested preparation of a traffic plan that improves access for local residents. 
 
The purpose of the proposed project is to replace a deficient bridge to ensure that traffic access in the project 
is maintained well into the future. Also, as noted above there are some ongoing and planned projects that are 
designed to improve access for local residents. Traffic management within the project area is primarily the 
responsibility of Henry County; therefore, it is recommended that the Henry County Department of 
Transportation be contacted directly to obtain additional information regarding any proposed traffic 
management plans for the area. 
 

8. Noted general support for the proposed bridge replacement project. 
 

GDOT appreciates your support for the project and hopes that you will continue to stay involved with the 
planning and design efforts for this project. 
 

Again, thank you for your comments. Should you have further questions, comments or concerns, please call the 
project manager, Kevin VanHouten, at 706-646-7557 or the environmental analyst, Aaron Burgess, at 404-631-
1159.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Eric Duff 
State Environmental Administrator 

 
ED/kv/ab/kk/gth 
 
cc:   Kevin VanHouten, GDOT Project Manager (via email) 

PDF for Project File; Hardcopy to General Files 



 

FHWA-GDOT MEETING MINUTES 
 

BRIDGE REPLACEMENT ON CR 661/BLACKHALL ROAD @ RUM CREEK 
PROJECT PI No. 0011691 

HENRY COUNTY 
 
DATE:     March 2, 2016      CHA FILE: 29323 
 
PLACE:  Georgia Department of Transportation    TIME:   10:00 AM 
                 One Georgia Center       
     600 West Peachtree Street, NW 
     Atlanta, GA 30308 
 
 
ATTENDEES: 
 
Kevin Kahle  CHA Consulting (678) 954-5000 kkahle@chacompanies.com 
Aaron Burgess GDOT Office of Environmental Services (404) 631-1159  aburgess@dot.ga.gov    
Chetna Dixon Federal Highway Administration (404) 562-5655 chetna.dixon@dot.gov  
Aaron Hernandez Federal Highway Administration (404) 562-3584 aaron.hernandez@dot.gov  
Krystal Stovall-Dixon GDOT Office of Program Delivery (404) 631-1572 kstovall-dixon@dot.ga.gov  
Kevin VanHouten GDOT Office of Program Delivery (706) 741-3469 kvanhouten@dot.ga.gov 
Todd Hill VHB (678) 205-7315 thill@vhb.com  
 
 
PURPOSE:  
The purpose of this meeting is to discuss/confirm the use of an offsite detour during reconstruction of the 
bridge over Rum Creek as well as the outcome of recent Stakeholder and PIOH meetings.   
 
SUMMARY OF DISCUSSION POINTS: 
 
The meeting began after informal greetings and introductions of the seven attendees.     
 
Kevin VanHouten briefly provided Chetna Dixon and Aaron Hernandez with some background on the 
project.  The Stakeholder meeting held on September 1, 2015 and the PIOH held January 14, 2016 were both 
discussed in detail.  The invitee list for the Stakeholder Meeting was presented/discussed and the group was 
in agreement that the Stakeholder Meeting should not have involved the general public.  The Stakeholder 
responses, which indicated a slight preference for the offsite detour alternative, were also discussed by the 
group as well as the draft response letter for the PIOH, which included a summary of the response cards.  
While the Preferred Alternative, Alt 1A-Offsite Detour, was the only Alternative presented at the PIOH, a 
majority of the respondents indicated a preference for Alternative 1D (permanent realignment to the west 
towards Lake Spivey), citing the inconvenience of the offsite detour.  It is likely that many attendees 
obtained the alternatives presented at the Stakeholder meeting from their HOA’s and neighbors.  Kevin 
VanHouten mentioned the use of Blackhall Road as a north-south cut-through when I-75 is congested.     
 
Chetna Dixon inquired on the status of the I-75 managed lane construction as well as the impact introducing 
the managed lane will have on the traffic for local roads like Blackhall Road.  Krystal Stovall-Dixon replied 
that the I-75 managed lane project would be completed prior to letting the Blackhall Road project.  It was 
generally agreed by the group that there may be a short-term increase in traffic on Blackhall Road when the 
I-75 managed lane is first completed but that, long-term, the managed lanes will reduce traffic volume on 
Blackhall Road.  Kevin VanHouten stated that there are presently daily users of Blackhall Rd. who take the 
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route to avoid the construction on the managed lanes I-75 project. The Department predicts that these users 
will return to I-75 upon completion of the managed lanes project and traffic on Blackhall Rd should 
decrease. Krystal Stovall-Dixon pointed out that the managed lanes project on I-75 provides for additional 
lanes and does not use existing lanes of I-75; therefore the overall number of lanes available to travelers will 
increase upon project completion. 
 
Kevin Kahle provided some background on all four alternatives developed in Concept design including a 
discussion of:  impacts to the residential properties on the east side of Blackhall Road, potential impacts to 
the Lake Spivey Civic Association property and the dam/spillway located on the west side of Blackhall 
Road, and stream and wetland impacts for each of the alternatives.  Relative construction costs were briefly 
mentioned as well as correspondence with the President of the Lake Spivey Civic Association regarding 
impacts to their property.  Kevin VanHouten stated that additional vibration monitoring and further 
geotechnical investigation / engineering assessments of the dam would be required for Alternatives with a 
westerly alignment shift towards the dam (Alts. 1B and 1D).     
 
Chetna Dixon asked if the user costs were accounted for in the concept cost estimates and Kevin 
VanHouten indicated that they were not.  Todd Hill added that a dot-study had been conducted at the 
Stakeholder Meeting to gauge the origin/destination of typical road users attending the meeting.     
 
Kevin VanHouten and Aaron Burgess indicated the project could be let such that the closure of Blackhall 
Road would coincide with the summer months when school is out to reduce the impacts to school buses and 
school traffic as well as allow local users to adapt to the new detour prior to the start of a new school year.   
 
Kevin VanHouten stated that based on conversations he had with the Construction Office, it was very likely 
the bridge could be constructed within an 8 to 9 month timeframe. Special provisions will be included in the 
contract limiting the time allowed for road closure.  
 
Chetna Dixon thanked everyone for their input and indicated that she will review the documentation and 
provide any comments shortly.  
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:45 AM. 
 
 
This Meeting Summary is intended to be an accurate record of key points, topics and discussions that 
were held during the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
            
       Kevin J. Kahle, P.E. 
       Project Manager 
 
 
KJK/jk 
V:\Projects\AGA\29323\Meetings\2016-3-2 FHWA Meeting\0011691 FHWAMeetingSummary 3-2-2016.docx 
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Kahle, Kevin

From: Chetna.Dixon@dot.gov
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 9:39 AM
To: VanHouten, Kevin; Stovall-Dixon, Krystal E.; Burgess, Aaron T
Cc: Chetna.Dixon@dot.gov; Kendra.Fly@dot.gov; Leon.Kim@dot.gov
Subject: Comments on GDOT Project PI 0011691, Henry County-  CR 661/Blackhall Road over 

Rum Creek

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Good Morning Kevin, Krystal and Aaron,  
   
Thank you for providing  project information and public/stakeholder comments for our 
review.  Your agency held  a stakeholder meeting in September 2015 and a  detour meeting in 
January 2016.  GDOT received a number of comments  from the public and  stakeholders (e.g., 
Henry County Department of Transportation and Henry County Schools) concerning the 
duration of the proposed detour. According to GDOT PM K. VanHouten, the  duration of 
the  proposed detour is 12 months.  A  number of comments received at the January 2016 
detour meeting expressed concerns with the duration of the detour.  In addition, comments 
from the Henry County Schools indicated 12 buses  per day travel along  CR 661/ Blackhall 
Road.  Red Oak Elementary is located on the proposed detour route.  The Henry County 
Department of Transportation  commented, “The detour route is extremely long. The roads 
that comprise the detour have high [traffic] volumes already.  The additional traffic volumes 
would put them over capacity.”  We recommend that GDOT’s Office of Project Delivery 
coordinate with the GDOT’s Office of Construction to determine if the duration of the detour 
can be reduced from 12 months to a  shorter period in light of the comments received from 
the public and stakeholders.  We  would appreciate after consulting  with the Office of 
Construction regarding our recommendation,  please provide a response to our office.    If you 
have any comments or questions, please contact me  or Kendra Fly.  
   
Thanks,  
   
Chetna P. Dixon | FHWA GA Division 
Environmental Coordinator  
::  404.562.3655 office  
::  61 Forsyth Street, Ste 17T100; Atlanta, GA 30303  
:: Chetna.Dixon@dot.gov  
   
   
   

 Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail    
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