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PROJECT LOCATION MAP 

CR 131/Elliott Road over Walnut Creek 

Henry County 

End Project 
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PLANNING AND BACKGROUND 
Project Justification Statement:

Existing conditions:

Other projects in the area:

MPO: TIP #:

Congressional District(s):  

Federal Oversight:

Projected Traffic (TBD):  

Functional Classification (Mainline):

Complete Streets - Bicycle, Pedestrian, and/or Transit Standard Warrants:      
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Pedestrian Warrants (DPM 9.4.1) Warrant    
Not Met 

Warrant   
Met

Bicycle Warrants (DPM 9.4.2) Warrant     
Not Met 

Warrant    
Met

Transit Warrants (DPM 9.4.3) Warrant     
Not Met 

Warrant    
Met

Is this a 3R (Resurfacing, Restoration, & Rehabilitation) Project? 

Pavement Evaluation and Recommendations 

DESIGN AND STRUCTURAL
Description of the proposed project: 

Major Structures:
Structure Existing Proposed 

Retaining walls (not 
including gravity 
walls) 
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Design Variances to GDOT Standard Criteria anticipated:

GDOT Standard Criteria 

Reviewi
ng

Office No 
Undeter- 
-mined Yes 

Appvl Date 
(if applicable) 

VE Study anticipated:   

UTILITY AND PROPERTY 
Temporary State Route needed:   

Railroad Involvement: 

Utility Involvements: 

Utility Owner Utility Type 

SUE Required:   

Public Interest Determination Policy and Procedure recommended? 

Right-of-Way (ROW):  
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Location and Design approval:  

CONTEXT SENSITIVE SOLUTIONS 
Issues of Concern:   

Context Sensitive Solutions Proposed:  

ENVIRONMENTAL & PERMITS 
Anticipated Environmental Document: 

GEPA: NEPA:

MS4 Permit Compliance – Is the project located in a MS4 area? 

Permit/ Variance/ Commitment/ 
Coordination Anticipated 

No Yes Remarks 

Is a PAR required?

Environmental Comments and Information: 

NEPA/GEPA:

Ecology: 

Isoetes melanospora
Rhus michauxii Cyprinella xaenura

History:  
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Archeology:  

Air Quality: 

Noise Effects:  

Public Involvement:  

Major stakeholders:

Mitigation:

CONSTRUCTION
Issues potentially affecting constructability/construction schedule:

Early Completion Incentives recommended for consideration:

COORDINATION, ACTIVITIES, RESPONSIBILITIES, AND COSTS  
Initial Concept Meeting: N/A 

Concept Meeting:  7-22-15

Other coordination to date:
Project Activity Party Responsible for Performing Task(s) 
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Project Cost Estimate Summary and Funding Responsibilities:  

Breakdown 
of PE ROW 

Reimbursable 
Utility CST* 

Environmental 
Mitigation Total Cost 

ALTERNATIVES DISCUSSION 
Alternative selection:

Alternative 1 (Preferred): Maintain Existing Horizontal Alignment – Offsite Detour 

Estimated Property Impacts: Minor  Estimated Total Cost: $2,918,000
Estimated ROW Cost: $513,000 Estimated CST Time: 9 Months

Rationale:

No-Build Alternative: Retain Existing Bridge 

Estimated Property Impacts: None  Estimated Total Cost: 0
Estimated ROW Cost: 0 Estimated CST Time: 0

Rationale:  
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Alternative 2: Shift Horizontal Alignment 12’ to the West – Offsite Detour 

Estimated Property Impacts: Minor  Estimated Total Cost: $2,918,000
Estimated ROW Cost: $513,000 Estimated CST Time: 9 Months

Rationale:  

Alternative 3: Maintain Existing Horizontal Alignment – Onsite Detour 

Estimated Property Impacts: Minor  Estimated Total Cost: $3,318,000
Estimated ROW Cost: $613,000 Estimated CST Time: 12 Months

Rationale:

Comments:
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
STATE OF GEORGIA

INTERDEPARTMENT CORRESPONDENCE

Henry County, P.I. # 0011690 

PRELIMINARY UTILITY COST (ESTIMATE)

FACILITY OWNER 
NON-

REIMBURSABLE REIMBURSABLE

TOTALS $  140,000 $   200,000 

$340,000

(via: e-mail) 











Elliott Road over Walnut Creek (PI# 0011690) 
Concept Team Meeting Minutes 

 
 
Attendees: Kevin VanHouten, GDOT –Program Delivery 

Michael Williams, GDOT - Construction 
  Scott Parker, GDOT - Utilities 
  David English, GDOT – Engineering Services 
  Adam Smith, GDOT - Preconstruction 
  Jeff Franklin, GDOT – Right-of-Way  
  Krystal Stovall-Dixon, GDOT – Program Delivery 
  Keisha Jackson, GDOT – Environmental Services 
  Paul Alimia, GDOT – Environmental Services 
  Steven Gaines, American Consulting Professionals 
  Katherine Mooney, American Consulting Professionals 
 
A Concept Team Meeting was conducted on July 22, 2015, in GDOT District 3 
Auditorium A with Kevin B. VanHouten, Project Manager from the Office of Program 
Delivery officiating.  The purpose of the meeting was to review the project development 
history, concept layouts, concept report and receive comments from GDOT offices. 
These minutes are summary in nature and do not attempt to document every item 
discussed nor statement made.  Should your recollection differ from what is contained 
herein or you wish to add something, please contact Kevin B. VanHouten at 706-741-
3469, or via e-mail at kvanhouten@dot.ga.gov. 
 
I.   Introduction  
Each member was provided with a concept report draft and meeting agenda.  Layouts 
of two concept alternatives were displayed as a visual aid.  Introductions were made by 
all personnel.   
 
II. Project Overview 
Steven Gaines gave an overview of the project characteristics and project development 
history.  The existing off-system bridge over Elliott Road is structurally deficient and 
must be replaced per the project justification statement.  Two alternatives were 
developed utilizing an off-site detour. Henry County has indicated approval for closing 
the road during construction since the inception of the project.  Both alternatives would 
reconstruct the substandard vertical curve on the south side of the bridge to current 
AASHTO standards.  Utility drives would be provided for access to HCWSA sanitary 
sewer facilities and an AT&T site.  An offsite detour would be utilized following SR 20 
to Airline Road to East Lake Road.  Due to the low volume of traffic on Elliott Road 
there are no concerns regarding traffic volumes on the proposed detour legs during 
construction.  
 



The first alternative proposes to remove and reconstruct the existing bridge over 
Walnut Creek and portions of the approach roadway by maintaining the existing 
horizontal alignment.  The second alternative proposes to remove and reconstruct the 
existing bridge over Walnut Creek and portions of the approach roadway by shifting 
the existing horizontal alignment 12’ to the west.  The purpose of the alignment shift is 
to minimize impacts to an AT&T site on the east side of Elliott Road.  The shift in 
horizontal alignment would require introduction of four horizontal curves into the 
existing tangent alignment.  A design exception for curve lengths would be required to 
minimize the total project length. 
 
The first alternative was selected because it met the goal outlined in the project 
justification statement of replacing the structurally deficient bridge with a proposed 
bridge while maintaining the existing horizontal geometry.  The existing tangent 
horizontal alignment of Elliott Road will be maintained, and impacts to adjacent 
properties on both sides of the road will be balanced.  The benefits of maintaining the 
existing alignment outweigh the potential minimization of impacts to the AT&T site. 
 
An overview of environmental activities and issues was provided.  Two jurisdictional 
streams (Walnut Creek and Walnut Creek Tributary) are present within the project 
limits.  No wetlands were identified during project field reviews.  One state-listed 
species, the Altamaha shiner was found in Walnut Creek during field surveys.  A 
Historic Resource Survey Report was completed, and the property located north and 
west of the proposed crossing (Crumbley Farm) has been determined eligible for the 
National Register.  It is anticipated that the preferred alternative will have minor 
impacts to this resource which require a small area of temporary or permanent 
easement. 
 
 
III. Comments from GDOT Office 
 
A. Design 

 11’ travel lanes should be considered for the project.  A design variance will not 
be required since both 11’ and 12’ are now considered standard. 

 
B. Bridge 

 No Comments (No Personnel Present) 
 
C. Environmental 

 A Categorical Exclusion (CE) will be required for the project.  A Programmatic 
Categorical Exclusion (PCE) will not be possible due to the offsite detour. 

 
 
 



D. Utilities 
 Impacts to the AT&T site on the east side of Elliott Road need to be avoided 

due to the high cost of relocation ($1 Million). 
 Scott Parker will follow-up with AT&T to ensure that a retaining wall and 

relocated utility access drive will be acceptable. 
 The current utility estimate is $265,000 ($125,000 Reimbursable and $140,000 

Non-Reimbursable).  This estimate is high because the proposed design will not 
directly impact the sanitary sewer line. 

 
E. Right of Way 

  The Right-of-Way estimate is $513,000 for 7 parcels.  The draft concept report 
and concept layout show 10 impacted parcels.  Henry County is funding the 
right-of-way for the project. 

 
F. Traffic Operations 

 The offsite detour route was discussed.  No GDOT personnel had ridden 
through the detour.  The route was reviewed during the meeting using Google 
Earth, and it was determined that the bridge on Airline Road over Walnut Creek 
had adequate barrier protection.  The project is off-system, so the detour roads 
will not need to become temporary state routes.  A local support letter will need 
to be obtained from the Henry County DOT, Henry County School Board and 
Henry County EMS. 

 The development of driveway profiles for drives adjacent to guardrail 
installations need to consider the effects of guardrail on sight distance.  

 
G. Construction 

 A constructability review meeting will required for the project. 
 The development of design plans needs to consider the location of the crane for 

the bridge. 
 
H. Maintenance 
  Maintenance is a County issue because the project is off-system. 
  
I. Location 

 American Consulting is performing the survey for the project.  A pre-survey 
meeting at the project site needs to be scheduled. 

 
J. District Engineer/Area Office 
  No Comments  
 
K. District Preconstruction 
  Comments were provided in discussion for other offices 
 



L. Program Delivery 
 The concept report need to be submitted on 8-5-15 per the project schedule. 
 Kevin Van Houten spoke with Dave Peters regarding the use of the limited 

scope concept report template for this project.  Dave stated that this format was 
acceptable.  The PDP does not allow the limited scope format for projects with 
off-site detours.  Kevin will follow-up with Dave to confirm. 

 The concept report may be submitted prior to receiving the local support letter 
for the offsite detour. 

 
M. County Comments 

 No Comments (No Personnel Present) 
 
 

Action Items: 
 
GDOT 

 Develop Revised Right-of-Way Cost Estimate 
 Develop Revised Utility Cost Estimate 
 Develop Local Support Letter 
 Provide Schematic of Conforming Plan 

  
American Consulting Professionals 
• Submit Concept Report for Review 
• Prepare Construction Cost Estimate in CES 
• Schedule Pre-Survey Meeting 
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OFFSITE DETOUR MAP 
SR 20 to Airline Road to East Lake Road 

CR 131/Elliott Road over Walnut Creek 

Henry County
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