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PLANNING & BACKGROUND DATA 

Project Justification Statement: 
The proposed project is a Safe Routes to School (SRTS) infrastructure project that would improve 
pedestrian accessibility for students within a two-mile radius of Cornelia Elementary School in 
Habersham County.  The school is located on CR 393/Old Cleveland Road in the City of Cornelia.  The 
SRTS program is administered by the Federal Highway Administration under Section 1404 of the Safe, 
Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU).  As a result 
of this legislation, funding is allocated to assist with infrastructure and non-infrastructure activities to 
primary and middle schools.  The desired outcome of the SRTS program is to enable and encourage a 
healthy lifestyle for all students by walking and bicycling to school, as well as provide environmental 
benefits for the community within a two-mile radius of a school. 
 
The City of Cornelia applied for the proposed project as a SRTS project based on the Cornelia Elementary 
School Safe Routes to School Travel Plan.  Cornelia Elementary School has a pre-kindergarten to fifth 
grade student body.  Approximately 7% of the students currently walk to school.  Based on a 
student/parent survey, approximately 46% of the students use vehicles primarily due to the condition 
and/or lack of pedestrian facilities in the area.  Approximately 44% of the students would be allowed to 
walk if conditions were improved.  Bicycling has not been encouraged as much as walking due to the age 
and skill level of students.  Over 20% of the city’s speeding violations occur within the Old Cleveland 
Road school speed zone.  Several portions of the existing sidewalks along both sides of Old Cleveland 
Road are damaged and lack current ADA and MUTCD requirements.  There are existing sidewalks along 
Old Cleveland Road that connect to those along Wayside Street.  Other roadways in the school’s vicinity 
do not have sidewalks.  Pedestrian and vehicle mobility along Old Cleveland Road is reduced during 
heavy rainfall due to several abandoned curb cuts that collect storm water and debris.  Old Cleveland 
Road also has two catch basins just east of Wood Street that inefficiently handle storm water and 
contributes to the reduction of pedestrian and vehicle mobility. 
 
The condition of existing sidewalks, lack of sidewalks, and narrow roadways do not provide adequate 
pedestrian facilities within the vicinity of Cornelia Elementary School.  Adding new sidewalks and 
improving existing sidewalks to meet ADA and MUTCD requirements would improve the pedestrian 
infrastructure for students attending Cornelia Elementary School as well as the community. 
 
Description of the proposed project: 
The proposed project consists of pedestrian infrastructure improvements in Cornelia, Georgia, in the 
vicinity of Cornelia Elementary School to meet current ADA and MUTCD requirements.  Portions of the 
existing curb, gutter, and sidewalks would be removed and replaced along both sides of Old Cleveland 
Road.  A total of approximately 1,031 feet of new sidewalk would be installed along Old Cleveland Road 
from Henderson Street to Hendricks Street.  Approximately 606 feet of new sidewalk, curb, and gutter 
would be constructed on the eastside of Wood Street from Old Cleveland Road to Hoyt Street.  A rural 
shoulder containing approximately 452 feet of new 6-inch thick sidewalk would be constructed on the 
westside of Hendricks Street from Old Cleveland Road to Wayside Street.  The 6-inch thickness is 
proposed for additional strength.  Edge line indentations are also proposed along Hendricks Street to 
delineate the travel lane from the pedestrian area along the rural shoulder.  The existing crosswalk on 
Old Cleveland Road at Henderson Street would be removed due to limited visibility of pedestrians for 
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motorists.  New high visibility crosswalks would be installed in the project area as necessary as well as a 
raised crosswalk at the school’s front entrance.  New raised pavement markers will also be installed as 
needed.  All improvements would be constructed within the existing right-of-way or permanent 
easement. 
 

Federal Oversight:  Full Oversight  Exempt State Funded  Other 
 
MPO:    N/A    MPO - Choose an item.  

MPO Project TIP #       
 
Regional Commission:  N/A    RC – Georgia Mountains RC  

RC Project ID # N/A 
Congressional District(s):  10   
 

Projected Traffic AADT: 
Current Year (2011):   N/A   Open Year (2012):   N/A Design Year (2032):  N/A 
 
Functional Classification:  

• CR 393/Old Cleveland Road – Rural Major Collector 
• CS 92207/Wood Street – Rural Local Road  
• CS 84507/Hendricks Street – Rural Local Road 

  
Is this project on a designated bike route?   No   YES  
 

Is this project located on a pedestrian plan?   No   YES   
 

Is this project located on or part of a transit network?  No   YES   
 
DESIGN AND STRUCTURAL DATA 
 

Mainline Design Features:  CR 393/Old Cleveland Road (Project Area) 
Feature Existing Standard* Proposed 

Typical Section    
- Number of Lanes  2 2 Minimum 2 
- Lane Width(s) Varies 10’– 12’ 10’ Minimum 10’ Minimum 
- Border Area Width 10’ Minimum 10’ – 16’ 10’ Minimum 
- Curb & Gutter Width 2’ 2.5’ 2’ 
- Buffer Width 

0’ – 2’ 2’ Minimum 
2’ Minimum Stamped 

Concrete 
- Sidewalk Width 5’ – 7’ 5’ 5’ Minimum 
- Sidewalk Thickness Approx. 4” 4” 4” 
Posted Speed 35 mph (City) N/A 35 mph (City) 
Design Speed 35 mph N/A 35 mph 
School Speed Zone 25 mph N/A 25 mph 
Superelevation Rate Normal Crown 4% Maximum Normal Crown 
Right-of-Way Width 60’ – 80’ N/A 60’ – 80’ 
Maximum Sidewalk Cross Slope 2% 2% 2% 
Minimum Crosswalk Width 8’ 8’ 8’ 
Drainage Structures 2 Drop Inlets w/ 12” 

Corrugated Plastic Pipe  
N/A 

2 Catch Basins w/ 24” 
RCP & Flared End 

*According to current GDOT design policy  
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Side Road Design Features:  CS 92207/Wood Street  

Feature Existing Standard** Proposed 
Typical Section    
- Number of Lanes  2 2  Minimum 2 
- Lane Width(s) Approx. 9’ N/A 9’ 
- Rural Shoulder Width Approx. 0’ – 4’ N/A 4’ 
- Shoulder Slope Approx. 2:1 N/A 2% 
- Minor Drainage Ditch Varies to Drain N/A Grade to Drain 
- Buffer Width 

N/A N/A 
2’ Minimum Stamped 

Concrete 
- Sidewalk Width N/A 5’ 5’ Minimum 
- Sidewalk Thickness N/A 4” 4” 
Posted Speed 25 mph N/A 25 mph 
Design Speed 25 mph N/A 25 mph 
Superelevation Rate Normal Crown Normal Crown Normal Crown 
Right-of-Way Width 50’ N/A 50’ 
Maximum Sidewalk Cross Slope 2% 2% 2% 
Minimum Crosswalk Width 8’ 8’ 8’ 
Cross-Drainage Structures 

18” CMP & 12” RCP N/A 
2 Catch Basisn w/ 18” 

RCP & Headwalls 
**According to current GDOT design policy and assuming ADT ≤ 400 
 
 

Side Road Design Features:  CS 84507/Hendricks Street 
Feature Existing Standard** Proposed 

Typical Section    
- Number of Lanes  2 2  Minimum 2 
- Lane Width(s) Approx. 8’ N/A 8’  
- Rural Shoulder Width Approx. 0’ – 4’ N/A 4’ Minimum 
- Shoulder Slope Approx. 2:1 N/A 2% 
- Minor Drainage Ditch Varies to Drain N/A Grade to Drain 
- Buffer Width 

N/A N/A 
4’ Minimum Stamped 

Concrete 
- Sidewalk Width N/A 5’ 5’ Minimum 
- Sidewalk Thickness N/A 4” 6” 
Posted Speed 25 mph N/A 25 mph 
Design Speed 25 mph N/A 25 mph 
Superelevation Rate Normal Crown Normal Crown Normal Crown 
Right-of-Way Width 50’ N/A 50’ 
Maximum Sidewalk Cross Slope 2% 2% 2% 
Minimum Crosswalk Width 8’ 8’ 8’ 
Cross-Drainage Structures T.B.D. N/A T.B.D. 

** According to current GDOT design policy and assuming ADT ≤ 400 
 
 

Minor Structures:   
Structure Existing Proposed 

Retaining 
Walls 

None Minor retaining walls to be determined during Design Phase if 
needed to construct proposed project inside existing right-of-way. 

Drainage 
Structures 

Varies Complete hydrology during Design Phase is necessary for major 
drainage infrastructure improvements. 
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Major Intersection:  Old Cleveland Road @ SR 105/Wayside Street/Main Street 
 
Utility Involvements:  

• Water – City of Cornelia 
• Sewer – City of Cornelia 
• Cable – Windstream 
• Telephone – Windstream 
• Natural Gas – Atlanta Gas & Light 
• Electric – Georgia Power 

 
Public Interest Determination Policy and Procedure recommended (Utilities)?   YES  NO  
 
SUE Required:     Yes   No 
 
Railroad Involvement: There are no railroads located in the vicinity of the proposed project. 
 
Right-of-Way: In order to be eligible for Safe Routes to School funding, the local government has 
demonstrated that adequate existing right-of-way or permanent easement is available to construct 
the proposed project.  
 

Required Right-of-Way anticipated:    YES   NO   Undetermined 
Easements anticipated:    Temporary  Permanent  Utility  None 

 
 

Location and Design approval:   Not Required  Required 
 
Off-site Detours Anticipated:  No   Yes    Undetermined  
 
Transportation Management Plan Anticipated:     YES   NO  
 
Design Exceptions to FHWA controlling criteria anticipated: 

FHWA Controlling Criteria YES NO Undetermined 
1. Design Speed    
2. Lane Width    
3. Shoulder Width    
4. Bridge Width    
5. Horizontal Alignment    
6. Superelevation    
7. Vertical Alignment    
8. Grade    
9. Stopping Sight Distance    
10. Cross Slope    
11. Vertical Clearance    
12. Lateral Offset to Obstruction    
13. Bridge Structural Capacity    

 
Hendricks Street has existing 8-foot lanes.  However, the scope of this project does not involve 
roadway improvements. 
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Design Variances to GDOT standard criteria anticipated:  

GDOT Standard Criteria 
Reviewing 

Office 
YES NO Undetermined 

1. Access Control DP&S    
2. Median Usage & Width DP&S    
3. Intersection Skew Angle DP&S    
4. Lateral Offset to Obstruction DP&S    
5. Intersection Sight Distance DP&S    
6. Bike & Pedestrian Accommodations DP&S    
7. GDOT Drainage Manual DP&S    
8. Georgia Standard Drawings DP&S    
9. GDOT Bridge & Structural Manual Bridge     
10. Roundabout Illumination DP&S    
11. Rumble Strips/Safety Edge DP&S    

 
 
VE Study anticipated:    No   Yes    Completed  
 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL DATA 
 
Anticipated Environmental Document: 
 GEPA:   NEPA:    Categorical Exclusion  EA/FONSI   EIS 
 
Air Quality: 
Is the project located in a PM 2.5 Non-attainment area?  No   Yes 
Is the project located in an Ozone Non-attainment area?  No   Yes 
 

Environmental Permits/Variances/Commitments/Coordination anticipated: 
  Permit/ Variance/ Commitment/ 

Coordination Anticipated YES NO Remarks 
1.  U.S. Coast Guard Permit     
2. Forest Service/Corps Land    
3. CWA Section 404 Permit    
4. Tennessee Valley Authority Permit    
5. Buffer Variance    
6. Coastal Zone Management 

Coordination 
   

7. NPDES    
8. FEMA    
9. Cemetery Permit    
10. Other Permits    
11. Other Commitments    
12. Other Coordination    

 
Is a PAR required?  No   Yes    Completed 
 
NEPA:  To be determined. 
 

Ecology:  To be determined…no adverse impacts anticipated. 
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History:  To be determined…no adverse impacts anticipated. 
 
Archeology:  To be determined…no adverse impacts anticipated. 
 

Air & Noise:  N/A 
 

Public Involvement:  2008 School Board Meeting 
 

Major stakeholders:  
• Cornelia Elementary School 
• City of Cornelia 
• Habersham County 

 
 

CONSTRUCTION 
 

Issues potentially affecting constructability/construction schedule:  It is recommended that 
construction take place during the summer to prevent closing existing sidewalks for students 
attending Cornelia Elementary School. 
 
Early Completion Incentives recommended for consideration:     No   Yes   
 
 

PROJECT RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

Project Activities: 
Project Activity Party Responsible for Performing Task(s) 

Concept Development GDOT 
Design GDOT/Consultant 
Right-of-Way Acquisition N/A 
Utility Relocation Utility Owners 
Letting to Contract GDOT 
Construction Supervision GDOT 
Providing Material Pits Contractor 
Providing Detours N/A 
Environmental Studies, Documents, and Permits GDOT 
Environmental Mitigation T.B.D. 
 

Lighting required:     No     Yes 
 
Concept Meeting:  November 3, 2011 
 

Other projects in the area:  
• PI# 132100-:  This project would widen SR 105/US 441 Business from Cannon Bridge Road to 

Walnut Street in the City of Cornelia.  This project is currently in Long Range (LR1). 
• Community Development Block Grant (CDBG):  This project would improve the waterline 

infrastructure in the City of Cornelia. 
Other coordination to date:  The City of Cornelia’s June 2010 Stormwater Inventory and proposed 
waterline improvements under the CDBG were taken into consideration.  The information was 
provided by the City of Cornelia and/or their respective consultants.     
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Project Cost Estimate and Funding Responsibilities:   

 Breakdown of 
PE ROW Utility CST* 

Environmental 
Mitigation 

By Whom GDOT N/A T.B.D. GDOT None Anticipated 
$ Amount $ 140,000 N/A T.B.D. $ 390,537.89 None Anticipated 

*CST Cost includes: Base Construction, 5% Engineering and Inspection, Fuel Cost Adjustment, and 
Asphalt Cement Cost Adjustment.  CST Cost cannot exceed the awarded $395,610.36 for this SRTS project. 
 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Preferred Alternative:  Rehabilitate Curb & Gutter and Sidewalks along Old Cleveland Road and Construct 
New Sidewalks on Wood Street and Hendricks Street 

Estimated Property Impacts: None  Estimated Total Cost: $ 395,610.36 
Estimated ROW Cost: $ 0.00 Estimated CST Time: T.B.D. 

Rationale:  The recommended preferred alternative would rehabilitate damaged portions of the existing 
curbs, and gutter, and sidewalks along both sides Old Cleveland Road to meet current ADA and MUTCD 
requirements.  A total of approximately 1,031 feet of new sidewalk would be installed along Old 
Cleveland Road from Henderson Street to Hendricks Street.  Approximately 606 feet of new sidewalk, 
curb, and gutter would be constructed on the eastside of Wood Street from Old Cleveland Road to Hoyt 
Street.  A rural shoulder containing approximately 452 feet of new 6-inch thick sidewalk would be 
constructed on the westside of Hendricks Street from Old Cleveland Road to Wayside Street.  The 6-inch 
thickness is proposed for additional strength should a vehicle need to utilize the rural shoulder.  An edge 
line rumble strip is also proposed along Hendricks Street to delineate the travel lane from the pedestrian 
area along the rural shoulder.  The existing crosswalk on Old Cleveland Road at Henderson Street would 
be removed due to limited visibility of pedestrians for motorists.  New high visibility crosswalks would be 
installed in the project area as necessary as well as a raised crosswalk at the school’s front entrance.  All 
improvements would be constructed within the existing right-of-way or permanent easement. 
 
No-Build Alternative:  This alternative would leave the existing conditions as is. 

Estimated Property Impacts: None  Estimated Total Cost: $ 0.00 
Estimated ROW Cost: $ 0.00 Estimated CST Time: None 

Rationale:  The No Build Alternative is not recommended for this project.  This alternative would not 
encourage walking and bicycling as set forth by the Safe Routes to School program. 
 
Comments:  The proposed pedestrian improvements along Hendricks Street does not include curb and 
gutter due to lack of an appropriate stormwater outfall location.  A complete hydrology of the project 
area would be necessary to determine the efficiency of the existing drainage structures.  Adequate 
existing right-of-way and funding may not be available for major drainage improvements.  It is 
recommended that the City of Cornelia and/or Habersham County program an additional project for any 
improvements that may be limited by the scope and funding for this project. 
 
Attachments: 

1. Conceptual Layout 
2. Typical Sections 
3. Preliminary Construction Cost Estimate including Engineering & Inspection 
4. Fuel Cost Adjustment & Asphalt Cement Cost Adjustment 
5. Concept Team Meeting Minutes including attachments 
6. Cornelia Elementary School SRTS Application 
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PROJ. NO.: N/A

P.I. NO. 0010400

DATE: 1/12/2012

Base  Construction Cost 371,837.51$              
E & I 5% 18,591.88$                
Construction Contingency ‐$                            
Subtotal Construction Cost 390,429.39$              
Liquid AC Adjustment (50 % cap) 108.51$                      
Total Construction Cost 390,537.89$              



PROJ. NO.  CALL NO.
P.I. NO. 
DATE

INDEX (TYPE) DATE INDEX Link to Fuel and AC Index:
REG. UNLEADED Jan.2012 3.297$        
DIESEL 3.818$        
LIQUID AC  578.00$      

LIQUID AC  ADJUSTMENTS

PA=[((APM‐APL)/APL)]xTMTxAPL

Asphalt

Price Adjustment (PA) 104.04 104.04$                        

Monthly Asphalt Cement Price month placed (APM) Max. Cap 60% 924.80$             
Monthly Asphalt Cement Price month project let (APL) 578.00$             

Total Monthly Tonnage of asphalt cement (TMT) 0.3

ASPHALT Tons %AC AC ton

Leveling 0 5.0% 0

12.5 OGFC 0 5.0% 0

12.5 mm 6 5.0% 0.3

9.5 mm SP 0 5.0% 0

25 mm SP 0 5.0% 0

19 mm SP 0 5.0% 0

6 0.3

BITUMINOUS TACK COAT

Price Adjustment (PA) 4.47$                  4.47$                              

Monthly Asphalt Cement Price month placed (APM) Max. Cap 60% 924.80$             
Monthly Asphalt Cement Price month project let (APL) 578.00$             
Total Monthly Tonnage of asphalt cement (TMT) 0.012885303

Bitum Tack
Gals gals/ton tons

3 232.8234 0.0128853

N/A

0010400

1/12/2012

http://www.dot.ga.gov/doingbusiness/Materials/Pages/asphaltcementindex.aspx



PROJ. NO.  CALL NO.
P.I. NO. 
DATE

N/A

0010400

1/12/2012

BITUMINOUS TACK COAT (surface treatment)

Price Adjustment (PA) 0 ‐$                                 

Monthly Asphalt Cement Price month placed (APM) Max. Cap 60% 924.80$             
Monthly Asphalt Cement Price month project let (APL) 578.00$             
Total Monthly Tonnage of asphalt cement (TMT) 0

Bitum Tack SY Gals/SY Gals gals/ton tons

Single Surf. Trmt. 0 0.20 0 232.8234 0

Double Surf.Trmt. 0 0.44 0 232.8234 0

Triple Surf. Trmt 0 0.71 0 232.8234 0

0

TOTAL LIQUID AC ADJUSTMENT 108.51$                        
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