




 
 
 
 
 

 
Carlton Road between Brentwood Drive and Cascade Palmetto Hwy 

Palmetto Elementary School Safe Routes to School Project 
P.I. #:  0010023 
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P.I. No.:  0010023 
 
Route No.:  Carlton Road at Cascade Palmetto Highway (SR 154) 
 
Description:  The proposed net project length is approximately 5,900 linear feet (1.12 
miles), the extents of which reside entirely within the City of Palmetto in Fulton County. 
The eastern and western termini were determined by the creation of access to existing 
subdivisions and the improvements needed for road crossings at existing intersections.  
The proposed improvements include the construction of four new crosswalks; one on 
Cascade Palmetto Highway (State Route 154) and three raised crosswalks (Fulton 
County Type 2 speed tables) on Carlton Road with installation of sidewalks and curb and 
gutter on the north side of Carlton Road between Palmetto Elementary School and 
Cascade Palmetto Hwy to the east and Brentwood Drive to the west of Palmetto 
Elementary School excluding the existing sidewalk in front of the school.  Drainage 
systems are also proposed to minimize runoff spread rates along the proposed curb and 
gutter sections.  This project is part of the Georgia Safe Routes to Schools (SRTS) 
Program.   
 
ADT: 
2009:  Carlton Road (non-directional) - 3060*  
2013:  not applicable (N/A) 
2033:  not applicable (N/A) 
*per STARS Website information; printout included 
 
Existing Right of Way: Carlton Road – 60’ 
 
Existing Traffic Control:  Intersections are controlled by stop signs; no signal is 
present.  School zone is controlled by flashing beacons and signage. 
 
Existing Major Structures:  Culvert at Little Bear Creek is present within the project 
corridor. 
 
Statement of Need and Purpose:  Palmetto Elementary School is near Cascade 
Palmetto Highway (State Route 154) on Carlton Road, both of which have high traffic 
volumes, no crosswalks or traffic signals.  There are no sidewalks on the north side of 
Carlton Road except directly in front of the school.  This coupled with the data from the 
Palmetto Police Department which shows a high frequency of speeding violations and 
reckless driving incidents create a severe impediment to any potential pedestrian and/or 
cyclist.  The lack of non-vehicular infrastructure in this area has been recognized by the 
Fulton County School District and because of this, the district provides bus 
transportation to students residing less than one mile from the school. Currently, only 5% 
of students walk or bicycle to school even though approximately 75% of the students live 
within 1 mile of the school.  Approximately 81% of the student population qualify for free 
or reduced lunch.  The addition of sidewalks and crosswalks along the north side of 
Carlton Road will provide adjacent neighborhood and apartment communities pedestrian 
and bicycle access to the elementary school and will enhance the school’s Healthy Kids 
Smart Kids initiative to promote a healthy lifestyle.   
 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Considerations:  Sidewalks will be added along the north side 
of Carlton Road.  ADA ramps will be added to new sidewalks along the north side of 
Carlton Road and existing non-ADA compliant curb cut ramps on the south side of 



Carlton Road.  Three raised crosswalks (speed tables) will be used on Carlton Road to 
help calm traffic within the school zone area; flashing beacons and signage are currently 
in place to notify motorists of the school zone.  An international crosswalk will be placed 
across Cascade Palmetto Highway as well as signage and flashing beacons to alert 
motorists of the pedestrian crossing. 
 
Length:  approximately 5900 linear feet (1.12 miles) 
 
Termini:  Begin Termini - Carlton Road at Brentwood Boulevard; End Termini – Carlton 
Road at Cascade Palmetto Highway/SR 154 
 
PDP Class:   Minor 
 
Functional Classification: Rural Major Collector 
 
Design Speed:  30 mph on Carlton Road.  The posted speed varies between 25 mph 
and 30 mph on Carlton Road.  Beginning at Brentwood Drive heading east, posted 
speed is 30 mph, changes to 25 mph at Carlton Blvd., and then changes back to 30 mph 
at Locke St.  Starting at Cascade Palmetto Highway/SR 154 going west, the posted 
speed begins at 30 mph, changes to 25 mph at the school bus entrance and then 
changes back to 30 mph at Little Bear Drive. 
 
Proposed Typical Section:  Two 10-ft. lanes with flush sidewalk on the south side and 
curb and gutter with sidewalk along the north side of Carlton Road. 
 
Proposed Major Structures:  None 
 
Type Access Control:  By permit  
 
Traffic Control during Construction:  Temporary lane closures, staged construction 
 
Right-of-way requirements:  None 
 
Utilities:  Power, telephone, cable TV, gas, water and sewer.  No utility conflicts are 
anticipated. 
 
Estimated Cost:  $476,132.36 
 
Item Total Cost: 
 

ITEM COST 
Right-of-way $0.00    
Utilities $0.00 
Construction $476,132.36 
E&C Contingency (0%) $0.00 
Total Construction $476,132.36 

 
 
Permits Required:  Stream buffer variance, Nationwide 404 permit and NPDES permit  
 



Level of Environmental Analysis:  A Categorical Exclusion (CE) is anticipated. 
 
Level of Public Involvement:  None 
 
Time Saving Procedures Appropriate:  Yes (x)     No ( ) 
 
Design Variances Required:  None 
 
Alternates Considered:  None 
 
Comments: 
 
 
Attachments: 
Typical Sections  
Cost estimate 
Design sketch 
STARS report  
Photos 
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GASTARS Traffic Counters : 0756  
Disclaimer: The Georgia Department of Transportation makes no representation or warranties, implied or expressed, concerning the accuracy, completeness, reliability, or suitability 
for any particular purpose of this information and data contained on this Web Site.

Year RCLINK Beginning Milepoint Ending Milepoint Directional Actual/Estimate Direction 1 Direction 2 Total AADT Truck%

2009 1212137000 0.00 1.36 Non-Directional Estimate   3060  

2008 1212137000 0.00 1.36 Non-Directional Estimate   3060  

2007 1212137000 0.00 1.36 Non-Directional Actual   3220  

2006 1212137000 0.00 1.36 Non-Directional Actual   4380  

2005 1212137000 0.00 1.36 Non-Directional Actual   3430  
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