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Need and Purpose: 
 
 At present, there are no pedestrian corridors to provide a safe means of 
alternative transportation outside of the City of Darien’s existing trail system, although 
a majority of McIntosh County’s citizens, of all income groups, live in the 
unincorporated area along or near SR 99. 
 
 Although the Fort King George State Historic Site and the Sapelo Island Visitors 
Center and State Ferry are McIntosh County’s two primary State owned tourist 
attractions connected by the Altamaha Scenic Byway, there is not a safe route between 
them for visitor use on foot. 
 
 The Highlander Trail is a demonstration project for the proposed Coastal 
Georgia Greenway hiking/jogging trail from Savannah to St. Marys.  Also, it is a 
proposed segment of the East Coast Greenway from Calais, Maine to Key West, 
Florida, which will benefit tourism in McIntosh County, as well as serve residents. 
 
Description of the proposed project: 
 
 The HPP project is a pedestrian corridor demonstration project for a segment of 
the proposed Coastal Georgia Greenway to become a part of the East Coast Greenway. 
This segment consists of a concrete hiking/jogging path varying in width from four to 
seven feet on the East side of SR99.  It begins at the intersection of SR99 and McIntosh 
Boulevard/Pine Street, mile 4.03 in the City of Darien. It connects to the existing City 
trail system and Fort King George State Historic Site by going north 0.30 mile to the 
intersection of SR99 and Bond Road, mile 4.33. 
 
 Construction of the trail will continue north from this point under project 
numbers TEE-0008-00(177) and CSTEE-0009-00(109) to connect with the McIntosh 
County Blue and Hall Park at the intersection of Blue and Hall Rd. and SR99.  It will 
continue on to the Sapelo Island Visitor’s Center and State Ferry at the intersection of 
Landing Rd. and SR99.  The combined projects will be known as the Highlander Trail. 
 
 Future projects will continue the trail and connect it to the proposed Coastal 
Georgia Greenway/East Coast Greenway proposed routes from the North.  The trail 
will continue along the right of way of SR99 to the McIntosh County Park at Crescent, 
then on to US17 at Eulonia.  There it will connect to the proposed Coastal Georgia 
Greenway/East Coast Greenway. 

 











Concept Report Page 8 
Project Number: HPP-0007-00(635) 
P.I.  Number: 0007635 
County: McIntosh 

 
• Other projects in the area: 

 
 STP-000-E(146) P.I. 571412,  the Historic Darien Pedestrian Corridor, and the 
Bicycle Route & Trail Center. 
 

• Other coordination to date:  
 

1. On March 20, 2007, the McIntosh County Commission, by a unanimous vote of 
5-0, adopted a resolution designating Mr. Jim Morrison as project liaison.  
With this project, he is the Point of Contact (POC) between the county, Georgia 
Dept. of Transportation (GDOT), and all other concerned parties.  Mr. 
Morrison; the County Commission Chairman, Boyd Gault; and 4th District 
County Commissioner, Owen Green met with representatives of the GDOT’s 
Jesup office on March 28, 2007, to begin necessary coordination for the project. 

 
2. On September 26, 2007, the Concept Meeting was held at the McIntosh County 

Courthouse.  It was attended by representatives of the GDOT, McIntosh County, 
and utility owners in the project area.  Minutes of the meeting are Attachment 
Number 3. 

 
Scheduling – Responsible Parties’ Estimate 

• Time to complete the environmental process: 12 Months 
• Time to complete preliminary construction plans: 3 Months 
• Time to complete right of way plans: N/A 
• Time to complete the Section 404 Permit: N/A 
• Time to complete final construction plans: 3 Months 
• Time to complete to purchase right of way: N/A 
• List other major items that will affect the project schedule: None 
 

Other alternates considered: (1) Not building the project, (2) Rerouting traffic on side 
streets, or (3) Placing the route on the west side of SR99. The east side route was 
selected due to widespread public support.  Supporting endorsements came from the 
McIntosh County Bicycle Club, the Darien Lions Club, the American Legion, the 
Darien-McIntosh County Chamber of Commerce, the McIntosh Rotary Club, and the 
McIntosh County Board of Commissioners.  No objections to the project were 
registered by state or federal environmental officials during the environmental review 
for the previous Project Number of STP-0000-00(538), P.I. Number 0000538, East 
Coast Greenway, McIntosh County.  
 
Comments: At present, residents and visitors to McIntosh County are hampered by a 
lack of safe walkways and handicapped accessible, alternative transportation options 
outside of the City of Darien.  This project will meet this need and will serve as a 
demonstration project for a portion of the Coastal Georgia Greenway from Savannah 
to St. Marys and the East Coast Greenway from Calais, Maine to Key West, Florida, 
when completed.    




















































































