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Project Number: CSHPP-0007-00(578), P.I. Number: 00075789 

PROJECT LOCATION MAP 

DOWNTOWN TIFTON, TIFT COUNTY 

PLANNING & BACKGROUND DATA 

Project Justification Statement:   

The downtown Tifton area is comprised of a variety of buildings, open spaces and land uses within a 

relatively dense urban environment. Within this downtown core area, connectivity and facilities for 

comfortable and safe pedestrian movement are important.  The City of Tifton and Tifton Downtown 

Development Authority have prepared a comprehensive master plan for the downtown core area with 

associated recommendations for transportation enhancements, including streetscape improvements. 

Guided by public input, the downtown master plan also addresses the local desire for downtown 

enhancement, public/private revitalization, and increased business and tourism activity.  Tifton is at an 

important time in its downtown revitalization initiative, and the master plan addresses the need for 

integrated, planned enhancements to the multi-modal transportation facilities and multi-use public spaces 

in the downtown core. 

 

The City and DDA have also placed major emphasis on the historic features and structures in downtown 
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Tifton.  Local buildings such as the Tifton Terminal Railway Museum and the Myon Hotel (City Hall) as well 

as public spaces such as Tifton Gardens Park and Gateway Park are important components of downtown 

Tifton. Located within the Tifton Downtown Historic District, the area broadly surrounding these landmark 

properties serves as an important public gathering area for special events including a seasonal farmers 

market and downtown festivals.  

 

The street network in the core of downtown Tifton is functionally appropriate for downtown vehicular 

traffic, however there are insufficient or lacking pedestrian facilities in many locations.  The primary road 

through downtown Tifton is Main Street/Love Avenue (U.S. 41/S.R. 125/17), which follows a general 

southwest to northeast alignment within the subject area and provides access to I-75 and U.S. 82. Traffic 

conditions along this corridor in downtown Tifton are generally uncongested.  There is appropriate on-

street downtown parking along portions of the corridor which is heavily used and functions well as a traffic 

calming element. And most of Main Street south of the Railroad crossing has adequate sidewalk facilities 

due to a previously completed Transportation Enhancement project.   

 

Brumby Way is located adjacent to the north side of Tifton Gardens Park and the historic Atlantic Coastline 

depot.  Brumby Way provides one-way vehicular access between Main Street/Love Avenue and Tift 

Avenue as well as significant amounts of parking for the downtown core.  Brumby Way completely lacks 

sidewalks and related pedestrian amenities, including ADA-compliant parking spaces and ramps, as well as 

appropriate lighting, trees and landscaping.  Due to the significant amount of parking and pedestrian traffic 

in this area, there is a strong need for improved pedestrian facilities, lighting, trees and landscaping. 

 

Gateway Alley is a former rail spur route that was later paved and is currently a rough, asphalt surface that 

serves a few vehicles each day. The Tifton comprehensive downtown master plan designets the Gateway 

Alley as a new pedestrian corridor. Following completion of TE project 0009134 (anticipated completion 

October, 2013) there will be a gap of unimproved pedestrian corridor between Gateway Park and East 3rd 

Street, leaving the need to improve this segment of Gateway Alley for shared vehicular and pedestrian use. 

 

Description of the proposed project:  

 

Based on the above-stated need, the proposed action is intended specifically to improve pedestrian 

facilities and streetscape, and facilitate pedestrian mobility within the project area.  Proposed sidewalks 

will serve Brumby Way, connecting to Main Street/Love Avenue and Tift Avenue.  Construction of 

sidewalks, curb and gutter will help to define the pedestrian corridors and also convey stormwater.  As 

appropriate for the downtown core context, sidewalk improvements are proposed to include landscaping, 

street furnishings, lighting, signage and associated amenities.  For Gateway Alley between East 3rd Street 

and Gateway Park, pavement improvements will connect to and continue the surface enhancements that 

are currently under construction on Gateway Alley between East 3rd Street and 1st Street Extension.  

 

Federal Oversight:  Exempt State Funded  Other 

 

MPO: N/A     MPO Project ID N/A    

 

Regional Commission:Southern Georgia RC    RC Project ID  N/A 
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Congressional District(s):  8 

 

Projected Traffic:  ADT or AADT 

Current Year (2013):   1,000  Open Year (2015):   1,050 Design Year (2035):  1,500 
Traffic Projections Performed by:   AMEC 

 

Functional Classification (Mainline):  Urban Local Road  

 

Is this a 3R (Resurfacing, Restoration, & Rehabilitation) Project?   No   Yes 

 

Will Context Sensitive Solutions procedures be utilized?   No   Yes 

 

DESIGN AND STRUCTURAL DATA - Mainline Design Features:  Brumby Way 

Feature Existing Standard* Proposed 

Typical Section    

- Number of Lanes  1 1 1 

- Lane Width(s) 10’ - 15’ varies 12’ 12’ 

- Sidewalks  None 5’ 5’ to 6’ 

Posted Speed 30 mph  15 mph 

Design Speed 30 mph 35 mph 15 mph 

Right-of-Way Width 50’ (varies) N/A 50’ (varies) 

Design Vehicle SU or P SU or P SU or P 

*According to current GDOT design policy if applicable 

 

Major Structures:  N/A 

 

Major Interchanges/Intersections:  None 

 

Utility Involvements: No utility relocations planned 

 

Public Interest Determination Policy and Procedure recommended (Utilities)?   No   Yes  

 

SUE Required:    No   Yes 

 

Railroad Involvement: Tifton DDA is the owner of Right-of-Way for rail in the project area, between 

Love Ave. and Tift Ave. Norfolk Southern is the owner of lead lines to the west and spur lines to the 

east.  City of Tifton and Tifton DDA will coordinate with Norfolk Southern re: pedestrian crossings. 

 

Complete Streets - Bicycle, Pedestrian, and/or Transit Warrants:                        

Warrants met:   None          Bicycle         Pedestrian       Transit   

 

Right-of-Way: 

Required Right-of-Way anticipated:   No   Yes   Undetermined 

Easements anticipated:   None  Temporary  Permanent  Utility  Other 
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Anticipated number of impacted parcels:   2 

Displacements anticipated: 0 Total: 0 

 Businesses: 0 

 Residences: 0 

 Other:  0 

 

 

Transportation Management Plan [TMP] Required:    No   Yes  

If Yes: Project classified as:      Non-Significant  Significant 

TMP Components Anticipated:   TTC   TO   PI 

 

Design Exceptions to FHWA/AASHTO controlling criteria anticipated: None anticipated 

 

Design Variances to GDOT Standard Criteria anticipated: Intersection sight distance 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL DATA 
 

Anticipated Environmental Document: 

 GEPA:   NEPA:    CE   PCE  

 

Project Air Quality: 

Is the project located in a PM 2.5 Non-attainment area?   No   Yes 

Is the project located in an Ozone Non-attainment area?   No   Yes 

Is a Carbon Monoxide hotspot analysis required?    No   Yes 

 

MS4 Compliance – Is the project located in an MS4 area?   No   Yes 

 

Environmental Permits/Variances/Commitments/Coordination anticipated:  Land Distrurbance 

Permit, Railroad Coordination (Norfolk Southern) 

 

NEPA/GEPA Comments & Information:  The downtown Tifton area has numerous historic resources 

and is an established historic district. Their disposition will be further evaluated and addressed during 

preparation of the environmental document, submission of the Categorical Exclusion (CE) and 

coordination with other downtown projects. No significant or apparent environmental concerns are 

anticipated, as the purpose for the project is to enhance the historic downtown environment.  

 

PROJECT RESPONSIBILITIES 
Project Activities: 

Project Activity Party Responsible for Performing Task(s) 

Concept Development City of Tifton 

Design City of Tifton 

Right-of-Way Acquisition City of Tifton 

Utility Relocation City of Tifton (Not Anticipated) 
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Letting to Contract City of Tifton 

Construction Supervision City of Tifton 

Providing Material Pits City of Tifton (Not Anticipated) 

Providing Detours City of Tifton 

Environmental Studies, Documents, and Permits City of Tifton 

Environmental Mitigation City of Tifton (Not Anticipated) 

Construction Inspection & Materials Testing City of Tifton 

 

Lighting required:     No     Yes 

 

Other projects in the area:  PI 0009134, PI 0010674 

 

Other coordination to date:  Concept meeting held 7/7/2010 (meeting minutes attached). A concept 

planning charrette was held in July, 2009. An advertised public meeting was an integral part of the 

charrette, and all charrette meetings were open to the public. Subsequently, the Tifton Downtown 

Development Authority (DDA) approved the preliminary concept in a public meeting in October, 2009. A 

revised concept was approved by the Tifton DDA in September, 2010 and a Concept Report for the 

adjacent TE project (PI 0009134 – currently under construction) was approved in December, 2010. These 

improvements and the associated under-construction and planned improvements (PI 0009134 and PI 

0010674) have support of the Tifton City Council. Coordination with other projects in the area has been 

extensive. In addition to the previously mentioned TE projects, the Tifton DDA has recently completed 

Tifton Gateway Park which is at the southern terminus of this project, connecting Main Street to the 

adjacent Gateway Alley to the east. Additionally, a comprehensive way finding signage project is underway 

which is being coordinated with downtown streetscape improvements. And coordination with utilities in 

the general area has been ongoing with respect to the adjacent TE project (PI 0009134). 
 

Project Cost Estimate and Funding Responsibilities:   

 
Breakdown of PE ROW 

Reimbursable 
Utility CST* 

Environment
al Mitigation Total Cost 

By 
Whom 

(80%)Federal, 
($120,000) 
(20%)City of Tifton 
($30,000),              
> ($150,000)     
City of Tifton  

Temp 
Const 
Eastments 

N/A (80%) Federal 
($554,925), 
(20%) City of 
Tifton 
($138,731),    
> ($693,656) 
City of Tifton 

N/A  

$ 
Amount 

$150,000 $5,000 $0 $700,845 $0 $855,845 

Date of 
Estimate 

8/13/2013 8/13/2013 8/13/2013 8/13/2013 8/13/2013  

*CST Cost includes: Construction, Engineering and Inspection, and Liquid AC Cost Adjustment.  
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ALTERNATIVES  
Preferred Alternative: Reconfiguration of Brumby Way as a one-way westbound local street with a 
combination of parallel and diagonal on-street parking between Tift Ave. and Love Ave., and reconstruction 
of the Gateway Alley from East 3rd St. south to the Tifton Gateway Park to enhance connectivity between 
Tifton Gateway Park and the 1st Street Extension area being improved with PI 0009134  (see attached 
concept plan). 

Estimated Property Impacts: None  Estimated Total Cost: $700,845 

Estimated ROW Cost: $0 Estimated CST Time: 6 months 

Rationale:  Preferred alternative coordinates with 1st Street Extension (one-way eastbound) to create a one-
way pair, enhancing connectivity and flow for motorists seeking to park in the area and enhancing the 
pedestrian environment with sidewalks along Brumby Way, across the railroad tracks connecting to 1st St. 
Extension, and extending south along Gateway Alley to Tifton Gateway Park. Reconfigured on-street parking 
provides standard size parking spaces. Posting speed limit at 15 MPH is appropriate due to the fact that the 
total length of Brumby Way is one block (450 ft.). Preferred alternative as modified reduces potential impact 
on existing utilities in the project area and also does not require ROW acquisition. 

 

No-Build Alternative:  Brumby Way as one-way eastbound street with undersized diagonal parking as 
currently striped, no sidewalks, and unimproved Gateway Alley between East 3rd Street and Gateway Park. 

Estimated Property Impacts: None  Estimated Total Cost: $0 

Estimated ROW Cost: $0 Estimated CST Time: N/A 

Rationale:  It was determined to be unacceptable to leave the project area in its current condition due to 
poor pedestrian conditions, undersized parking spaces, inefficient traffic flow, and unattractive landscaping. 

 

Alternative 1: Reconfiguration of Brumby Way as a two-way street with perpendicular parking on the north 
side of the street, and pedestrian improvements. 

Estimated Property Impacts: None  Estimated Total Cost: $785,241 

Estimated ROW Cost: $0 Estimated CST Time: N/A 

Rationale Previous review by GDOT District office and other reviewers expressed concern about amount of 
width required to accommodate two-way traffic and perpendicular parking, and suggested alternate design 
for traffic lane and parking. Resulting preferred alternative was developed in response to comments and 
accepted by City of Tifton and Tifton DDA.  

 

Comments/additional information: All planned work will be constructed as one project, with appropriate 
staging to minimize access impediments to local businesses. Design features and materials will be 
coordinated with design for PI 0009134. 

   

Attachments: 
1. Concept Layout 

2. Typical sections 

3. Cost Estimates 
4. Traffic Projection Calculations 
5. Lighting Commitment Letter 

6. Meeting Minutes  

7. Signed Agreements 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


