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REVISED PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT 
 
Need and Purpose: The purpose of the Social Circle Bypass is to alleviate traffic in historic 
downtown Social Circle, promote economic development for the city, and to complete the 
eastern bypass of Social Circle. 

The proposed project will also provide an added benefit to industry north and east of the City of 
Social Circle.  The new roadway will connect the existing northern bypass to SR 11 south of 
Social Circle.  Truck traffic from the industries will be rerouted from passing through the historic 
area to the newly constructed bypass. 

Refer to Attachment No. 3 for the entire Need and Purpose statement. 
 
Project location:  The proposed Social Circle Bypass project is to construct a new location 
roadway extending approximately 2.8 miles north and east from SR 11/S. Cherokee Road just 
south of the Newton/Walton County line (mile log 13.00 in Newton County) and connecting to 
the existing Social Circle Bypass at East Hightower Trail in Walton County. 
 
Description of the approved concept: The concept is a new location roadway with two 12-foot 
lanes with 10-foot rural shoulders and a 65 mph speed design.  The limits of the new location 
roadway extend approximately 2.8 miles north and east from SR 11/S. Cherokee Road beginning 
just south of the Newton/Walton County line (mile log 13.00 in Newton County) and connecting 
to the existing Social Circle Bypass at East Hightower Trail in Walton County.  This project will 
complete the eastern Bypass around downtown Social Circle. 
 
The existing SR 11 roadway at the Walton/Newton County line is classified as a Rural Minor 
Arterial with two (2) 12-foot wide travel lanes.  The existing northern portion of the Social 
Circle Bypass is a Rural Local Road with two (2) 12-foot wide travel lanes and right of way to 
accommodate a future four lane roadway section; there are no existing shoulders.   
 
The proposed new location roadway is to provide a facility that will adequately and safely serve 
current and future travel demand and provide interregional travel continuity for through traffic. 
 
PDP Classification: Major___X____  Minor__________ 
 
Federal Oversight:  Full Oversight (  ),  Exempt (X),  State Funded (  ),   or Other (  ) 
 
Functional Classification: Proposed Social Circle Bypass Rural Major Collector 
    State Route 11/S. Cherokee Road   Rural Minor Arterial  
    Existing Social Circle Bypass   Rural Local Road  
    E. Hightower Trail   Rural Major Collector  
    Cannon Drive/CR 195  Rural Local Road  
    Thurman Baccus Road   Rural Local Road  
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The Office of Transportation Data, Federal Highway Coordinator will recommend to the Federal 
Highway Administration that the proposed Social Circle Bypass be functionally classified as a 
Rural Major Collector and that the existing section of the Bypass be modified to a functional 
classification of Rural Major Collector.  If State Route 11 were to be relocated to the Bypass, the 
recommendation would be to functionally classify the entire Bypass as Rural Minor Arterial. 
 
U. S. Route Number(s): N/A    State Route Number(s): N/A 
  
Traffic (AADT) as shown in the approved concept: 
The year the project is anticipated to be open for traffic use is the base year, 2011.  Therefore, the 
project will be designed to accommodate traffic growth until 2031. 
 

Traffic Data: Base Year Design Year 
Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT) 2011 2031 
Proposed Social Circle Bypass: 7,070 11,370 
Existing N.E. Social Circle Bypass (Build): 6,450 10,650 
SR11/S.Cherokee Rd. (Build): 6,000 10,000 
East Hightower Trail (Build): 3,450 5,700 

 
Updated traffic data (AADT): 
The traffic was updated with a base year of 2013 and a design year of 2033. 
 

Traffic Data: Base Year Design Year 
Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT) 2013 2033 
Proposed Social Circle Bypass: 7,290 11,720 
Existing N.E. Social Circle Bypass (Build): 6,650 10,970 
SR11/S.Cherokee Rd. (Build): 6,190 10,310 
East Hightower Trail (Build): 3,560 5,870 

 
 
Approved Programmed/Schedule: 
P.E.: 2005   R/W: 2010   Construction: 2012 
 
VE Study Required          Yes (X)          No (    ) 
  VE Study held February 8, 2008 
 
Benefit/Cost Ratio = 0.48 
 
Is the project located in an Ozone Non-attainment area?       Yes (X)       No (  ) 






























































