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SUBJECT APPROVED DETOUR REPORT
Attached is the approved Detour Report with Notice of Detour Approval for the above
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Phil Copeland, State Right-of-Way Administrator

Lisa Myers, State Project Review Engineer

Paul Tanner, Asst. State Transportation Data Administrator
Attn: Systems & Classification Branch

Bayne Smith, District Engineer

Brent Cook, District Preconstruction Engineer

Kim Coley, District Planning & Programming Engineer

Matthew Needham, Area Engineer - D1, Al

Davida White, Project Manager
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
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DESIGN POLICY & SUPPORT

INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE
DETOUR REPORT

FILE P.l. 0007169 OFFICE Program Delivery
CSBRG-0007-00(169)
Dawson County DATE January 10, 2014

SR 136 at Etowah River 5.7 miles east of Dawsonville

Skl
FROM Genetha Rice-Singleton, State Program DMgineerm

TO Brent Story, P.E., State Design Policy Engineer
Attn: Dave Peters, P.E., State Conceptual Design Group Manager

SUBJECT Request for Detour Approval

Description and Project Proposal: The proposed project is to replace the bridge along SR 136 located at the
Etowah River. The bridge and its approaches wilL(be raised slightly (up to 2.5 ft.) to shift the low point off of
the bridge. The project length will be 1,53-%. \'fnth the bridge being 240 ft. long. The SR 136 roadway will
consist of two 12 ft. travel lanes with 4 ft. paved shoulders. The bridge will consist of two 12 ft. travel lanes
with 8 ft. paved shoulders.

Concept Approval Date: July 7, 2011 )
K(‘,’V}I.‘j(_’d{ CL’H’J‘ cepr Apf’f'(fl/ﬂ/ D((’%-C-» ¢ j;z/ﬂu’afy Ig) 2012
A

’/l
Reason a Detour is Required: L

Proposed Off-site Detour — The proposed design is to close the bridge and detour traffic utilizing SR 9, SR
53/Gainesville Hwy, and SR 400. This would allow the demolition and rebuilding of the bridge without
needing additional structures or roadway realignments to those structures. This minimizes the
construction footprint and cost while providing the fastest construction schedule of approximately 9
months. Estimated Cost: $1.1 million

Alternative - Staged Bridge Construction — This option was to rebuild the new bridge mostly in place by
building one lane of the new bridge immediately adjacent to the existing bridge. That one lane would
then be the on-site detour controlled with temporary traffic signals while the existing bridge was
demolished and the remaining portions of the new bridge were constructed. The cons of this option are
that the construction time is doubled from the off-site detour option, the on-site detour would be a
single lane, and the finished roadway would have a 13 ft horizontal shift in its alignment to facilitate the
on-site detour and the finished travel lane alignments. Estimated Cost: $1.3 million

Alternative - Temporary Detour Bridge — This option was to construct a temporary detour bridge for an on-
site detour while the existing bridge is replaced with the proposed bridge. This option would have
minimal impact on traffic access through the site but at a cost of extended construction duration,
significantly larger construction footprint for the roadway realignment, and significantly increased cost.
Estimated Cost: $3.3 million

Alternative - Permanent Roadway Realignment to New Bridge — This option was to construct a new bridge
and realign the roadway to it. Even with the cost and time savings of only building one bridge this




Detour Report P.l. 0007169

option had a large construction footprint to realign the roadway. This increased the earthwork and
right-of-way substantially. Estimated Cost: $2.3 million

Environmental Assessment of the Proposed Detour Route: The Office of Environmental Services verifies
that the use of the detour route has no potential to adversely affect environmental resources, because no right-
of-way, no easement and no construction activities are being proposed on the detour route.

Temporary State Route Needed: B No [ ves (] undetermined

Public Detour Meeting Results: A Detour Public Meeting was held on November 14, 2013 at the Dawson
County Professional Development Center in Dawsonville, GA. There were 17 people who attended the
Detour Public Meeting and four comments were received. The public officials in attendance included James
Swafford, Dawson County Board of Commissioners; David McKee, Dawson County Planning and
Development; and Mike Berg, Dawson County Board of Commissioners.

One attendee was for the detour, one responded conditional, two attendees were uncommitted, and two
were against the detour. The respondent expressing conditional support had concerns regarding the
additional travel time resulting from the 11.5 mile commute. The respondent against the proposed detour
had concerns that access to Etowah River for boaters might be impeded during the construction phase.
Additionally, there were concerns that the east side of SR 136 would be the only way for emergency vehicles
to access the property owners who have been impacted by the Etowah River Road closure. Lastly, one
attendee wanted to avoid construction on SR 136 during the three busiest months of the year.

No changes were made as a result of the Detour Meeting.

Recommendations: Recommend that the location and design for the project be approved and that the
attached Notice be approved for advertising.

CONCUR: /df — /St-m\f..“_

GDOT Director of Engineering

APPROVE: M /1 W /1/[‘\/ 9—/0//°[

GDOT Chief Engineer " Date

Attachments:
e Sketch Map of each Detour Route Studied including length of detour
e Detour Meeting Comment Cards and Transcript
e Notice of Detour Approval

o 0ES sTatement
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
STATE OF GEORGIA

INTERDEPARTMENT CORRESPONDENCE

FILE: P.I. No. 0007169 OFFICE: Environmental Services
DATE: December 3, 2013
b Y/ T
FROM: Glenn Bowman, P.E., State Environmental Administrator
TO: Distribution Below

SUBJECT: Project CSBRG-0007-00(169), Dawson County, Summary of Comments
Received During the Public Comment Period — Proposed Bridge Replacement
on SR 136 at Etowah River 5.7 Miles East of Dawsonville

COMMENT TOTALS:

A total of 17 people attended the public detour open house held for the subject project on
November 14, 2013.

From those attending, 4 comment forms and 2 verbal statements were received. There were
no additional comments received during the ten-day comment period following the public detour
open house, for a total of 6 comments. They are summarized as follows:

No. Opposed No. In Support Uncommitted Conditional
2 1 2 1
MAJOR CONCERNS:

There is a safety concern whether emergency services will have access to residents and if
response times will increase.

OFFICIALS:
Officials attending included the following:

James Swafford, Dawson County Board of Commissioners; David McKee, Dawson County
Planning and Development; Mike Berg, Dawson County Board of Commissioners

MEDIA:
Michele Hester, Dawson Community News




Summary of Comments

CSBRG-0007-00(169), P! No. 0007169, Dawson County
December 3, 2013

Page 2

DISPOSITION OF COMMENTS:
The following represents a breakdown of a review of comments by the offices to which they
pertain. The project manager will review all responses.

RESPONSIBLE COMMENT # NATURE OF COMMENT

OFFICE

Design 2 The detour is long for residents of this area.
5 There is a safety concern whether emergency

services will have access to residents and if
response times will increase.

RESPONSIBLE COMMENT # NATURE OF COMMENT

OFFICE

Right-of-Way None

RESPONSIBLE COMMENT # NATURE OF COMMENT

OFFICE

Traffic Operations 6 The bridge will be closed nine months for

construction. Is there data to show the busiest
traffic months on SR 136 and will construction
be avoided during these months?

RESPONSIBLE COMMENT # NATURE OF COMMENT
OFFICE
Planning 4 The respondent against the proposed detour

had concerns that access to Etowah River for
boaters might be impeded during the
construction phase. Will parking at Etowah
River be impacted during construction?

4 During the planning phase was consideration
given to widening the bridge on the southwest,
adding new piers next to existing piers, utilizing
as much of the bridge as possible allowing one
lane of the bridge to remain open during
construction.




Summary of Comments

CSBRG-0007-00(169), P1 No. 0007169, Dawson County

December 3, 2013
Page 3

RESPONSIBLE COMMENT # NATURE OF COMMENT

OFFICE

Environmental Services None

RESPONSIBLE COMMENT # NATURE OF COMMENT

OFFICE

Environmental Services | All Letters Thank you for your comments conceming the

proposed project referenced above. We
appreciate your attendance and all of the input
that was received as a result of the Detour
PIOH. Every comment will be made part of the
official record of the project.

The attendees of the detour open house and
those persons sending in comments afterwards
raised the following questions and concerns.
The GDOT has prepared one response to all
comments so that everyone can be aware of the
concems raised and the responses given.
Please find the comments, concerns, and
questions listed below along with their
response.

Please review the comments and email responses to Cindy Treadway (ctreadway@dot.ga.gov)

by December 14, 2013.

Attached is a complete transcript of the comments received during the comment period and a

copy of the public detour open house handout.

If you have any questions about the comments, please either email or call Cindy Treadway at

(404) 631-1979.
GB/ct
Attachments

DISTRIBUTION:

Davida White, w/attachments
District 1 Attn: Colin Houppermans, w/attachments
Cynthia VanDyke, w/attachments
Kathy Zahul, P.E., w/attachments
Howard (Phil) Copeland (Attn: Troy Byers), w/attachments




Georgia Department of Transportation @

Detour Open House Comment Card '

CSBRG-0007-00(169), Dawson County, P.I. No. 0007169
November 14, 2013

Please print responses.
Name r-t-J LA R AY m 01&\?&)

Address a

___Doweanalle , GA 3053Y

Do you support the proposed detour? @_For U Against [] Conditional  [_] Uncommitted
Comments ‘

How did you hear about this meeting? [ ] Radio m Newspaper [ ] Signs m Word of Mouth
: [ other

Was the location of the meeting convenient for you to attend? w Yes ONo

If no, please suggest a general location that is more convenient to your community.

Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend? ¥ Yes [ No

If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you.

Were your questions answered by GDOT personnel? HYes ONo
Do you understand the detour after attending this meeting? R Yes [JNo

Please share your suggestions on improving the way GDOT conducts public meetings.

Mail To:
Mr. Glenn Bowman, P.E., State Environmental Administrator
Georgia Department of Transportation
600 West Peachtree Street. NW — 16" Floor



Georgia Department of Transportation @
Detour Open House Comment Card

CSBRG-0007-00(169), Dawson County, P.1. No. 0007169

November 14, 2013
Please print responses.
Name __ Lo, (. o~ye ¢ e [PV
Address_serp vty Cressang Do
N PR T + Ha I3y

Do you support the proposed detour? [ 1For [ Against [X] Conditional [} Uncommitted

How did you hear about this meeting? [ Radio (Y] Newspaper []Signs [] Word of Mouth
[] Other

Was the location of the meeting convenient for you to attend? ] Yes [Neo

If no, please suggest a general location that is more convenient to your community.
e

Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend? ™ Yes JNo

If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you.

Were your questions answered by GDOT personnel? Bd Yes ONo

Do you understand the detour after attending this meeting? N Yes ONo
PRI S Ty PR SRS
Please share your suggestions on improving the way GDOT conducts public meetings.

Y PNV 7 PO OV PR Seepl2 S fod D oot~ Lracl

Mluww.fg Y SN

Mail To:
Mr. Glenn Bowman, P.E., State Environmental Administrator
Georgia Department of Transportation
600 West Peachtree Street NW — 162 Flony




Georgia Department of Transportation
Detour Open House Comment Card
CSBRG-0007-00(169), Dawson County, P.I. No. 0007169
November 14, 2013

Please print responses.

Name Q.o\.v-o‘:llm T, Golover G’oadu:(n

Address___ A9242  Etoweih River RQ

sgn vy 'ne,; Gu. 3e534

Do you support the proposed detour? [ | For [} Against [] Conditional [B/Uncommitted

Comments

How did you hear about this meeting? [ ] Radio [E{Vewspaper [ Signs [ Word of Mouth
[ other

Was the location of the meeting convenient for you to attend? & Yes [CNo

If no, please suggest a general location that is more convenient to your community.

Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend? EYes JNo

If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you.

Were your questions answered by GDOT personnel? Pe'C CONeo
Do you understand the detour after attending this meeting? [ Yes CINo

Please share your suggestions on improving the way GDOT conducts public meetings.

Mail To:
Mpr. Glenn Bowman, P.E., State Environmental Administrator

Georgia Department of Transportation
A00 Wost Ponchtvoo Stroot NW — 16% Elans



Georgia Department of Transportation . @
Detour Open House Comment Card .
CSBRG-0007-00(169), Dawson County, P.I. No. 0007169

November 14, 2013
Please print responses.
Name /E’E ober. &. NoTT
Address__P. D BO X _ R324 yogerati® et nels
Caineville, G4 _30503-2324 __ LI631-935

Tam Boad Menle, 3@@.«3. Cme% Assn Thc.

Do you support the proposed detour? [ ] For B{gainst (] Conditional [} Uncommitted

Comments (De'}mv [ bw)usnn_ T onley ?{’ [l IJW‘QQ'W’& sile "’D

Qe ’h\lc on Jig. 3 ity Si¥e Gan e MPyS Ns) ) lSi
E VN Q A % % oS M d Ve 227 J ./ A "». lue f“! YLy OME. AP o
p ot Cunix (¢ bMo Wit presse = the m e 05T Wl \ge W\iﬂwm«n g oS

> 0 " Dy npincmeenn s ﬂd"m Vv Gccess S budtvs ot be infecdere

3 o 0r6Yuch 0 That Mo actess mof Yo reducol) and
Al / & o118 CopleSed. Ore g b e acess
1S G N2 Guel Bad ‘ VWM—S &JCP Jusake

How did you hear about this meeting? [ ] Radio [Z(Newspaper O] signs [} Word of Mouth

B/Otherxawsw‘/]& T)gu}f__

Was the location of the meeting convenient for you to attend? Me ONo
Wk 32 A ‘ﬁWQV)

If no, please suggest a general location that is more convenient to your community.

Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend? Z/Yes [INo
If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you.

Were your questions answered by GDOT personnel? es VX CINo

Do you understand the detour after attending this meeting? l]4es No

Please share your suggestions on improving the way GDOT conducts public meetings.

H v»\c )}S}h\)w aess a/j' 126 )uh E')'Mdl 1S on ’)\L Al thf‘ (Nw) S\ J& undtv’
T b’é@ and_trom there 1 P &rf% Gree._on N Nertw corney *ﬁw bmbc

Mail To: (o v&’)

Mr. Glenn Bowman, P.E., State Environmental Administrator

Georgia Department of Transportation
600 West Peachtree Streeot NW — 16%* Flany
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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
PUBLIC INFORMATION OPEN HOUSE
PROPOSED BRIDGE REPLACEMENT SR 136 AT ETOWAH RIVER 5.7
MILES EAST OF DAWSONVILLE
CSBRG-0007-00(169)
P.I. NUMBER 0007169

DAWSON COUNTY PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT CENTER
30 MAIN STREET
DAWSONVILLE, GEORGIA

NOVEMBER 14, 2013

TDL Couxt Reporting, Inc.
770-539-9040
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Carolyn Goodwin
2946 Etowah River Road

Dawsonville, Georgia 30534

We've already got the Etowah River Road is already shut
down. We don't have an exit out of 53 that way and then,
they close the bridge we won't have a way to get to 400
that way. We'll only have 136 east to get out to any
emergencies or fire trucks. The fire department is
across 400 it's just sort of uneasy to us. You know, I'm
an older person and something happens, you know, it's
like how are they going to get to us. The road is
blocked off. We had a storm and they closed Etowah River
Road down and that's our only, we have only one way to

get in and out.

0

Lanier Swaffoxrd
2916 Highway 136 West

Dawsonville, Georgia 30534

The bridge is going to be closed nine months for
construction. Is there data to show the three busiest
months of the year on 136 so construction can try to

avoid those?

TDL Court Reporting, Inc.
770-539-9040
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CERTIFICATE

GEORGTIA:
HALL COUNTY

I hereby cextify that the foregoing comments were
reported as stated in the caption and the comments
thereto were reduced to the written page under my
direction; that the foregoing Pages 1 through 2 represent
a true, complete and correct transcript of the comments
given.

I further certify that I am not in the regular
employ of counsel for any of said parties, nor am I in
anyway financially interested in the result of said case.

This, the 19th day of November, 2013.

@m A, St

Randy A. Slane, CCR-B-2281

TDL Court Reporting, Inc.
770-539-9040




NOTICE OF DETOUR APPROVAL

CSBRG-0007-00(169), DAWSON COUNTY
P. I. 0007169

Notice is hereby given that the Georgia Department of Transportation has approved the use of and the
routing of a detour for this project.

The date of detour approvalis: _ /€ brua F/f/ 2 O/4

The proposed project is to replace the bridge along SR 136 located at the Etowah River. The bridge and its
approaches will be raised slightly (up to 2.5 ft.) to shift the low point off of the bridge. The project length will
be 1,690 ft. with the bridge being 240 ft. long. The SR 136 roadway will consist of two 12 ft. travel lanes with
4 ft. paved shoulders. The bridge will consist of two 12 ft. travel lanes with 8 ft. paved shoulders.

A detour would be in place from the intersection of SR 136 at SR 9 to the intersection of SR 136 at SR 400.
The detour route would continue on to SR 9 at SR 53/Gainesville Hwy to SR 53/Gainesville Hwy at SR 400 to
SR 400 at SR 136. If departing on SR 9 from SR 136 proceeding southwest 2.1 miles to SR 53/Gainesville Hwy
proceeding southeast 6.5 miles to SR 400 proceeding northeast 2.9 miles, this would conclude the detour
route. The detour is 11.5 miles and takes approximately 16 minutes to travel. Other routes may appear
shorter and probably will be utilized by the local public. However, this detour will be the signed route
because the shorter routes are not on the state route system. Drawings or maps or plats of the proposed
project, as approved, are on file and are available for public inspection at the Georgia Department of
Transportation:

Davida K. White, E.I.T.
Project Manager

Office of Program Delivery Justin Lott, P.E.

Georgia Department of Transportation District Design Engineer
600 West Peachtree Street, 25th Floor GDOT- District 1 Design
Cubicle 2529 ' 2505 Athens Highway, SE
Atlanta, GA 30308 Gainesville, GA 30507
Office: 404-631-1717 Office: 770-718-5005

E-mail: dwhite@dot.ga.gov E-mail: jlott@dot.ga.gov




Phillips, Kim

From: Murdoch, Michael

Sent: Monday, January 27, 2014 3:53 PM

To: Phillips, Kim; Treadway, Cindy; White, Davida
Cc: Peters, Dave

Subject: RE: Detour question PI# 0007169

Kim,

If no right-of-way, easement, or construction activities are being proposed on the detour route, OES verifies that use of
the detour route has no potential to adversely affect environmental resources.

Mike

Michael H. Murdoch

NEPA Consultant Manager

Georgia Department of Transportation
Office of Environmental Services

One Georgia Center, 16" Floor

600 West Peachtree Street, NW
Atlanta, GA 30308

Office: (404) 631-1178
Fax: (404) 631-1916
E-mai: mmurdoch@dot.ga.gov

The Environmental Procedures Manual may be accessed by clicking on the following link:

http://www.dot.ga.gov/doingbusiness/PoliciesManuals/roads/Pages/EnvironmentalProceduresManual.aspx |

From: Phillips, Kim

Sent: Monday, January 27, 2014 3:00 PM

To: Treadway, Cindy; Murdoch, Michael; White, Davida
Cc: Peters, Dave

Subject: RE: Detour question PI# 0007169

There is currently a statement in the detour request which states: “The Office of Environmental Services verifies that the
proposed route has been evaluated, cleared and approved.”

This may not be accurate and it appears Environmental Services has not made this statement. If so, there should be an
email or other support document to collaborate this.

The PDP detour template states the following:

“Environmental Assessment of the Proposed Detour Route: Statement from the Office of Environmental Services
verifying that the proposed detour route has been evaluated and cleared and/or appropriate approvals have been
obtained.”

Is there an accurate statement Environmental Services can make regarding detour? Could it state something like: no
additional work is being proposed along the proposed detour route and no additional right-of-way or easements will be
required; therefore, there should be no environmental impacts to the detour route. Or would something else be better?

1





