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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
STATE OF GEORGIA 

INTERDEPARTMENT CORRESPONDENCE 

FILE: P.l. No. 0007169 

f)&/~ 

OFFICE: 
DATE: 

Environmental Services 
December 3, 2013 

FROM: Glenn Bowman, P.E., State Environmental Administrator 

TO: Distribution Below 

SUBJECT: Project CSBRG-0007-00(169), Dawson County, Summary of Comments 
Received During the Public Comment Period - Proposed Bridge Replacement 
on SR 136 at Etowah River 5. 7 Miles East of Dawsonville 

COMMENT TOTALS: 

A total of 17 people attended the public detour open house held for the subject project on 

November 14, 2013. 

From those attending, 4 comment forms and 2 verbal statements were received. There were 

no additional comments received during the ten-day comment period following the public detour 

open house, for a total of 6 comments. They are summarized as follows: 

No. Opposed 
~ 

MAJOR CONCERNS: 

No. In Support 
1 

Uncommitted 
~ 

Conditional 
1 

There is a safety concern whether emergency services will have access to residents and if 

response times will increase. 

OFFICIALS: 

Officials attending included the following: 
James Swafford, Dawson County Board of Commissioners; David McKee, Dawson County 
Planning and Development; Mike Berg, Dawson County Board of Commissioners 

MEDIA: 

Michele Hester, Dawson Community News 
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DISPOSITION OF COMMENTS: 
The following represents a breakdown of a review of comments by the offices to which they 
pertain. The project manager will review all responses. 

RESPONSIBLE COMMENT# NATURE OF COMMENT 
OFFICE 
Design 2 The detour is long for residents of this area. 

5 There is a safety concern whether emergency 
services will have access to residents and if 
response times will increase. 

RESPONSIBLE COMMENT# NATURE OF COMMENT 
OFFICE 
Right-of-Way None 

RESPONSIBLE COMMENT# NATURE OF COMMENT 
OFFICE 
Traffic Operations 6 The bridge will be closed nine months for 

construction. Is there data to show the busiest 
traffic months on SR 136 and will construction 
be avoided during these months? 

RESPONSIBLE COMMENT# NATURE OF COMMENT 
OFFICE 
Planning 4 The respondent against the proposed detour 

had concerns that access to Etowah River for 
boaters might be impeded during the 
construction phase. Will parking at Etowah 
River be impacted during construction? 

4 During the planning phase was consideration 
given to widening the bridge on the southwest, 
adding new piers next to existing piers, utilizing 
as much of the bridge as possible allowing one 
lane of the bridge to remain open during 
construction. 
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RESPONSIBLE 
OFFICE 
Environmental Services 

RESPONSIBLE 
OFFICE 

COMMENT# 

COMMENT# 

Environmental Services All Letters 

NATURE OF COMMENT 

None 

NATURE OF COMMENT 

Thank you for your comments concerning the 
proposed project referenced above. We 
appreciate your attendance and all of the input 
that was received as a result of the Detour 
PIOH. Every comment will be made part of the 
official record of the project. 

The attendees of the detour open house and 
those persons sending in comments afterwards 
raised the following questions and concerns. 
The GDOT has prepared one response to all 
comments so that everyone can be aware of the 
concerns raised and the responses given. 
Please find the comments, concerns, and 
questions listed below along with their 
response. 

Please review the comments and email responses to Cindy Treadway (ctreadway@dot.ga.gov) 
by December 14, 2013. 

Attached is a complete transcript of the comments received during the comment period and a 
copy of the public detour open house handout. 

If you have any questions about the comments, please either email or call Cindy Treadway at 
(404) 631-1979. 

GB/ct 

Attachments 

DISTRIBUTION: 
Davida White, w/attachments 
District 1 Attn: Colin Houppermans, w/attachments 
Cynthia VanDyke, w/attachments 
Kathy Zahul, P.E., w/attachments 
Howard (Phil) Copeland (Attn: Troy Byers), w/attachments 



Georgia J?epartment of Transportation 

Detour Open House Comment Card 

CSBRG-0007-00(169), Dawson County, P.l. No. 0007169 

November 14,2013 

Please print responses. 

Name ----~~~~~r-~~~~~~~~~--~--~~~~~~------------
Address.~==~~~--~~~~~~--~~~------,-------------------~----

Do you support the proposed detour? lt/lFor 0 Against 0 Conditional 0 Uncommitted 

Comments 

How did you hear about this JD.eeting? 0 Radio ~Newspaper 0 Signs ~ Word of Mouth 

0 Other ______________ _ 

Was the location of the meeting convenient for you to attend? ~Yes 0No 

H no, please suggest a general location that is more convenient to your community. 

Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend? V]Yes 0No 

If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you. --------------

Were your questions answered by GDOT penonnel? 

Do you understand the detour after attending this meeting? 

}E-Yes 

~Yes 

Please share your suggestions on improving the way GDOT conducts public meetings. 

Mail To: 
Mr. Glenn Bowman, P.E., State Environmental Administrator 

Georgia Department of Transportation 
600 West Peachtree Street. NW -lfl" Floor 

0No 

0No 



Georgia Dep~ent of Transportation 
Detour Open House Comment Card 

CSBRG-0007-00(169), Dawson County, P.l. No. 0007169 

November 14, 2013 

Please print responses. 

Name l..e .• I • s=n=<! W• 

Address J fill 0<4 r"t I$ c ,, a s ... c \h., :u w• I ·< g.__ 

\"= 
S: C.. .P "=f A.. W:E¥M ·- /072 1Z o ~ .,.... w- e 11 kL ·- e f· t!i le ,;::.,. Jo - 3" Cl 

How did you bear about this meeting? 0 Radio 154' Newspaper 0 Signs 0 Word of Mouth 

0 Other ----------------------------------
Was the location of the meeting convenient for you to attend? DYes D No 

..bl ~ ~ ...-!:{ ,; t.-.i.._ ~ "'- G.c~ ~ ~~ )vl~ ~ ·:t-
H no, please suggest a genefallocation that is more convenient to your community. '-11-

~ ~ ,._;o ~ ~ {- 4 . ::t-- tJ l4 ~ ::L;), ~ -
hf;y·< ~~ ~ -.v-a~«A M=t-/IL-'-~~e~~~ 

Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend? g Yes 0 No 

If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you. ----------------

Were your questions answered by GDOT personnel? ~Yes 

Do you understand the detour after attending this meeting? 
_,t....;:;< .J. ~ tk ~ J..;....l-~~.._ ....cl -

tiZJ Yes 

Please share your suggestions on improving the way GDOT conducts public meetings. 

0No 

0No 

--'< J ~y.o. ~ {Q. a. 4 .... ,. L.,.y "-'• '&\J, J, ~ cn-.A ~ ~ 

~ -d-4 ~Q .A.y.. AL.."Rru"<-
MaHTo: 

Mr. Glenn Bowman, P.E., State Environmental Administrator 
Georgia Department of Transportation · 

fi()() West PeachtrP.P. StrP.P.t NW- 11/" Flnnr 



Georgia Department of Transp~rtation 
Detour Open House Comment Card 

CSBRG-0007-00(169), Dawson County, P.l. No. 0007169 

November 14, 2013 

Please print responses. 

Name C- ~y-o I <s:A .J. Ccl Cl.!t-r C:h:le d...,~ n 

Address ~ q lf:Z, i:.= to lC1. j h. R i 1/-e-'(" Rq. 
13.ww san){)"lle1 G-. 3c!34 

Do you support the proposed detour? 0 For 0 Against 0 Conditional ifuncommitted 

Comments 

How did you hear about this meeting? D Radio ~ewspaper D Signs 0 Word of Mouth 

0 Other ______________ _ 

Was the location of the meeting convenient for you to attend? [Bires 0No 

If no, please suggest a general location that is more convenient to your community. 

Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend? !B"Yes 0No 

If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you. ---------

Were your questions answered by GDOT penonnel? 

Do you understand the detour after attending this meeting? 

ffi'\'es 

DYes 

Please share your suggestions on improving the way GDOT conducts public meetings. 

Mail To: 
Mr. Glenn Bowman, P.E., State Environmental Administrator 

Georgia Department of Transportation 
f'l()() w ... ~, PPnrb,.,. .... -~,.,. .... , l\TW- 1 !!" .,...,,.,.,. 

0No 

0No 



Georgia Department of Transportation 

Detour Open House Comment Card 

CSBRG-0007-00(169), Dawson County, P.l. No. 0007169 

November 14, 2013 

Bow did you hear about this meeting? D Rtzdio 0'Newspaper 0 Signs 0 Word of Mouth 

ffother ~~\1-}Je.. J;»au-
.... 

Was the location of the meeting convenient for you to attend? (I gt-e" " , 0 No 
~~~~1\~~. 

H no, please suggest a general location that is more convenient to yotb-l community. 

Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend? 0'Yes 0No 

H no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you. ---.-;------

~~ 
G{es 

Were your questions answered by GDOT personnel? 

Do you understand the detour after attending this meeting? 

Mail To: (DI(ev-) 
Mr. Glenn Bowman, P.E., State Environmental Administrator 

Georgia Department of Transportation 
6(}(} WP..'I't PP.achtrP.P. StrPPt "NW- 1 R" Ti'lnnr 

0No 

0No 





GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

PUBLIC INFORMATION OPEN HOUSE 

1 

PROPOSED BRIDGE REPLACEMENT SR 136 AT ETOWAH RIVER 5.7 

MILES EAST OF DAWSONVILLE 

CSBRG-0007-00(169) 

P.I. NUMBER 0007169 

DAWSON COUNTY PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

30 MAIN STREET 

DAWSONVILLE, GEORGIA 

NOVEMBER 14, 2013 

TDL Couit Repoiting, Inc. 
770-539-9040 



2 

1 Ca~olyn Goodwin 

2 2946 Etowah Rive~ Road 

3 Dawsonville, Geo~gia 30534 

4 

5 We've al~eady got the Etowah River Road is already shut 

6 down. We don't have an exit out of 53 that way and then, 

7 they close the bridge we won't have a way to get to 400 

8 that way. We'll only have 136 east to get out to any 

9 emergencies o~ fire t~ucks. The fire department is 

10 across 400 it's just sort of uneasy to us .. You know, I'm 

11 an older person and something happens, you know, it's 

12 like how a~e they going to get to us. The road is 

13 blocked off. We had a storm and they closed Etowah River 

14 Road down and that's our only, we have only one way to 

15 get in and out. 

16 

17 

18 Lanier Swafford 

19 2916 Highway 136 West 

20 Dawsonville, Georgia 30534 

21 

22 The bridge is going to be closed nine months for 

23 construction. Is there data to show the three busiest 

24 months of the year on 136 so construction can try to 

25 avoid those? 

TDL Court Repoxting, Inc. 
770-539-9040 



1 

2 

3 G E 0 R G I A: 
HALL COUNTY 

4 

C E R T I F I C A T E 

5 I hexeby cextify that the fo~egoing comments we~e 

6 xepo~ted as stated in the caption and the comments 

7 thezeto weze reduced to the written page under my 

3 

8 direction; that the foregoing Pages 1 thzough 2 xepresent 

9 a true, complete and correct transcript of the comments 

10 given. 

11 I further certify that I am not in the regular 

12 employ of counsel for any of said parties, nor am I in 

13 anyway financially interested in the result of said case. 

14 This, the 19th day of November, 2013. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Randy A. Slane, CCR-B-2281 

TDL Court Reporting, Inc. 
770-539-9040 








