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D.O.T. 66 1

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
STATE OF GEORGIA

INTERDEPARTMENT CORRESPONDENCE

P.I. No. 0006890, DeKalb County
STP-0006-00(890)
Panola Road Widening-Snapfinger Woods Drive

~ SRJ15ovin!on Highway DATE December6,2005

FROMI . ar areti'.'~t1ff::?':R, AssistantDirectorof Preconstruction
(JV' .

TO I DavidE. Studstill,Jr., P.E.,ChiefEngineer

OFFICE PreconstructionFILE I
I

SUBJECT
I

This project is the widening and reconstruction of Panola Road from Snapfinger Woods Drive to
SR 12/Covington Highway for a total of 1.0 mile. The existing Panola Road consists ofa four

lane sec~ionwith a flush median. Panola Road, within the project limits, is an urban minor
arterial which provides access to both residential and commercial properties. Traffic is projected
to be 34,630 VPD and 52,020 VPD in the years 2010 and 2030 respectively.

PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT

The traffic volumes above indicate that the project corridor is experiencing traffic volume
increases that will result in a reduction in vehicular safety and increased congestion. The 2005
LOS between the two existing signalized intersections within the project corridor are operating at
LOS C in the a.m. peak hour and from LOS C to LOS E in the p.m. peak hour. The 2010 no-1

build LOS is projected to be from LOS E to LOS D in the a.m. peak hour and LOS E to LOS F in
the p.m. peak hour. The 2030 no-build scenario would operate at LOS F for both the a.m. and
p.m. peak hours at these two signalized intersections.

The proposed construction will provide six, 12' travel lanes with 4' bike lanes, 5' sidewalks, and a
variable 20' to 32' raised median. This typical section will allow the intersections along Panola
Road to ,functionfrom LOS C to LOS D in the 2010 build year and LOS D to LOS E in the 2030
design ybar for peak hour travel times. All cross road intersections will be improved based on
design year data with improvements to approach lane configurations and turn lane lengths.
Roadway widening will normally be symmetrical about existing centerline, though asymmetrical
widening will be performed where factors such as utility impacts, right-of-way restrictions, or
geometric restrictions dictate. Traffic will be maintained during construction utilizing stage
construction and detours as necessary.

Envirombental concerns include requiring a COE 404 Permit; an Environmental Assessment will
be prepared; a public hearing open house will be held; time saving procedures are not
appropriate.
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David ~tudstil1
Page 2

P. I. N~. 0006890, DeKalb
December 6, 2005

I
The estimated costs for this project are:

PRO:eOSED APPROVED FUNDING PROGDAT.E

Construction (includes E&C

andlinflation)
Right-of-Way & Utilities*

I
*PMA needed.

$16,499,000 $3,030,000 L230 2009

Local Local Local

This project will meet the future needs of the corridor. This project is idintified in the current
Region.h Transportation Plan (RTP) of the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC). I recommend
this project concept be approved.

MBP:JJQ/cj

Attac~ent

CONCUR
tton, P.E., Director of PreconstructionBuddy

APPROfE oYf;l~{//
David E. Studstill, Jr., P.E., Chief Engineer
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PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT

STP-0006-00(890) / Dekalb County
Panola Rd. Corridor Improvements - Snapfinger
Woods Drive to SR 12 (Covington Highway)

The above subject concept report has been reviewed. At least one (1) PIOH should be held in

addition~o the PHOH to be held after draft environmental document. PIOH is needed due to
project scope and potential impacts.

If you hle any questions, please contact me at (404) 699-4401.

HDK/lc

Attachment

cc: Brial Summers
I

Bryant PooleI

Keith Golden
I

Joe Palladi
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