D.O.T.66

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
STATE OF GEORGIA

INTERDEPARTMENT C.ORRESPONDENCE

 FILE: STP-0004-00(732) Columbia County ~ OFFICE: Traffic Operations
P.I. No.: 0004732 .
' SR47 @ SR 223 . DATE: July 26, 2002

| ﬁz’[ﬁtjﬁrse;ﬁn wﬁfnts
~ FROM: Phiffip M."Allen, Stét, Traffic Sag{/‘g Design Engineer

TO: Mike Thomas, District Engineer, Tennille
Attn: David Griffith

suBJECT: APPROVED CONCEPT REPORT

Attached is a copy of the approved concept report on the above listed project for your
use and further handling.

This project consists of widening SR 47 6 feet symmetrically at all approaches to
provide left turn lanes with an additional 12 feet to provide for auxiliary right turn lanes.
SR 223 will be widened 6 fest symmetrically at all approaches to provide for left turn
l[anes with an additional 12 feet to provide for auxiliary right turn lanes. A stop and go
traffic signal is warranted. ' '

By copy of this letter, this office is requesting for this project be assigned to Chuck
- Hasty as Project Manager. The design of this project will be handled under our
- Consultant Design Contract, STP-0001-00(853). '

' Should you have any questions, please contact Ken Werho of this office at 404-635-
8144. 3 )

PMA:kms

Attachments
cc.- Frank Dancheiz
Tom Turner, w/attach.
' w/attach. -

e iz

W 5 fes
W
Herman Griffin, w/attach.

Harvey Keepler, w/attach.
Roger Price, w/attach.
General Files




DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
STATE OF GEORGIA

PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT

COLUMBIA COUNTY
STP-0004-00(732)

" FEDERAL ROUTE NO:
STATE ROUTE NO: 47 & 223
GADOTP.L NO: 0004732

SEE ATTACHED
LOCATION SKETCH

- Date of Report: December 17, 2001

/) - ' 4
RECOMMENDED; —~ =~ ~CZ f%_ﬁ/ﬁﬂ FH i

DATE
RECOMMENDED: &~ S5-02_

STATE TRAFFIC GPERATIONS EINGINEER

DATE

ST ol

RECOMMENDED: 3‘/ f/ﬂ Z

{ DATE

APPROVED: (3//[/ ad

CHIEF ENGINEER
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DATE
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December 17, 2001

| | PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT

| P.L.No.: STP-0004-00(732)

Project No.: 0004732 Columbia County

Route No.: SR 47 @ SR 223

Location: The intersection of SR 47 @ SR 223 is located approximately 3.91 miles north "of_ the
City Limits of Harlem and 17.25 miles south of the Lincoln County Line.

Description: SR 47 will be widened 6 feet symmetrically at all approaches to provide for left- turn
lanes with additional 12 foot right turn auxiliary lanes. SR 223 will be widened 6 feet

symmetrically at all approaches to provide for left turn lanes with additional 12 foot right turn
* auxiliary lanes. '

Traffic — Current ADT: SR 47 - . 5,800 (1998 ADT)
SR 223 - 2,200 (1998 ADT)

Existing Typical: SR 47: 2 — 11 {t. travel lanes, one in each direction, with 3 ft. paved/ 3 ft. grassed
. shoulders.

SR 223: 2 —11 ft. travel lanes, one in each direction, with 3 ft. paved/ 3 ft. grassed

shoulders.
Existing Right of Way: SR 47 100’ (Estimated)
SR 223 80’ (Estimated)

Existing Traffic Control: SR 47: There are single W2-1 cross-roads advanced warning signs existing on
both approaches. The signs are supplemented with seep advisory plates, and advanced waming
flashers.

SR 223: There are double indicated W3-1a stop ahead and R1-1 stop signs on
both approaches, with %2 wide rumble strips on both approaches.

Existing Major Structures: None.

Statement of Need & Purpose: The purpose for this project is to improve the safety and operation of the
intersection of SR 47 with SR 223 in Columbia County. SR 47 is a minor arterial that connects the City of
Harlem and the Appling Community. SR 223 is a major collector to the City’s of Grovetown and Thomson
in McDuffie County. There are two schools located within 2 % miles of this intersection, Harlem High
School, and Creek Elementary School. Accident history for this intersection showed six accidents from the
year 1999 to year 2000, five of these were right angle collisions with one fatality and one left turn collision.

All six accidents were of the type susceptible to the correction by a stop and go traffic signal with turn lanes.




December 17, 2001

Therefore is recommended the installation of a stop and go traffic signal and the installation of left turn
lanes inconjucntion with the installation of right turn auxiliary lanes at all approaches. Adding the left turn—
lanes will help accommodate the heavy left turn volume. Adding auxiliary ri ght turn lanes are needed to
avoid rear end type accidents by separating vehicles slowing to make right turn movements from the
through vehicles with higher operating speeds. With the increase of traffic volumes and the close proximity
of two Columbia County Schools to the intersection these improvements are warranted. With the addition
of turn lanes with a stop and go traffic signal will improve the operational efficiency of the intersection,
thereby improving the overall safety and operation of traffic flow.

Length: 0.52 miles

Termini: -SR47- -SR223-
From M.P.: 17.13 5.07
To MP.: =~ 1738 534

PDP Class: Minor Existing

Functional Class: SR 47 - — -- Minor Arterial
SR 223 —--emmmmemmm oo : -- --- Major Collector
' Max Degree of Curve: +/- 1.0 Degrees Max Grades: - 3.0 %
Design Speed: SR 47 SO — e mmmmemmeeoooemnns 55 mph
SR 223 -- - - oo e 55 mph

Proposed Typical Section: SR 47: 2 — 12 ft. travel lanes, one in each direction, with a 12 ft. left tum
Tane in both directions with a 12 ft. auxiliary right turn lanes. Shoulders will be 10.5 ft, 6.5 ft paved & 4
ft. grassed.

: SR 293 2 — 12 ft. travel lanes, one in each direction, with a 12 ft. left tum lane in
both directions with 12 ft. auxiliary right turn lanes. Shoulders will be 10.5 ft., 6.5 ft. paved & 4 ft.
grassed.

PI‘ODOSGd major structures: None.

‘Type Access: By Permit.

Traffic Control During Construction: Existing operation shall be maintained during construction.

Right-of-Way Requirement: Georgia Department of Transportation shall be responsible for the acquisition
of all Required Right-of-Way for this project. '

3



December 17, 2001
Utilities: Georgia Department of Transportation shall be responsible for all Utility adjustments.

Estimated Cost:

Item ‘ Total Amount
_ FEDERAL/STATE - LOCAL
R/W -- - $ 576,000.00
Utilities - $ 86,846.20
Estimated LGPA Total -----nmv $ 662,846.20
Construction $ 263,980.72
Traffic Signal $  50,000.00
Railroad Equipment --------—-—- $ 0
E & C 10% - $ 31,398.07
Total Construction  -------—-- $ 34537879
 Permits Required: Traffic Signal.
.- Level of Environmental Analﬁfsis: Categorical Exclusion.
Level of Public Involvement: None.
Time Saving Procedures Appropriate: Yes (X) ~ Nod()
Design Variances Required: None.
Alternatives Considered: None.
Comments:
Prepared By:

Kevin M? Stefanik
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

STATE OF GEORGIA

INTERDEPARTMENT CORRESPONDENCE

FILE: Columbia County OFFICE: Atlanta - TMC
SR 47 @ SR 223 _ |
Pumpkin Center Community DATE: February 1, 2001

\ ' ,
A éﬁ/ﬁaters, III, P.E., State Traffic Operations Engineer

TO: Mike Thomas, P.E., District Engineer, Tennille

Attn: Roger Price, District Traffic Engineex

SUBRJECT: Permit for Stop and Go Signal

T have reviewed the Traffic Engineering Report for the intersection
of State Route 47 and State Route 223 in the community of Pumpkin

‘Center, Columbia County. The revision to change the existing
advanced sign mounted flashers to a span-wire mounted all-red

overhead flasher to supplement the four-way stop configuration has
been approved. A follow-up study should be done 12 months after the
changes have been completed. The follow-up study should give some
indication of the traffic growth in the area and if a traffic signal
ie needed.

This Traffic Engineering Study will be forwarded to Joe Fletcher to
be put on a priority listing for a safety enhancement project to

‘widen and reconstruct  the intersection as well as install a traffic

signal 1f the follow-up study recommends it.
Give me a call if you wish to discuss this matter.
MGW : MRB

Attachments
cc: Joe Fletcher
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FILE

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
STATE OF GEORGIA

INTERDEPARTMENT CORRESPONDENCE

State Route 47 at State Route 223 OFFICE Tennille
Pumpkin Center Community - Columbia County
' DATE January 22, 2001

FROM ' Rﬁ. Price, PE, District Traffic Engineer

T0

SUBJECT

Marion G. Waters, lli, PE, State Traffic Operations Engineer
Attn: Melinda Boothe

TRAFFIC ENGINEERING REPORT

Attached is a traffic engineering report and supporting information for this location. This report
has been prepared supplemental to a Safety Enhancement Review dated December 14, 2000.

We recommend that the operation of this intersection be immediately converted to a four-way
stop configuration. We recommend that the existing advanced sign mounted flashers on State
Route 47 be replaced with a span wire mounted All-Red overhead flasher to supplement the
four-way stop configuration.

We also recommend that a safety enhancement project be planned and implemented to widen
and reconstruct the intersection and install a stop and go traffic signal. The recommendation for
the signal is based on expectation that WARRANT 10-PEAK HOUR DELAY will likely be
satisfied approximately at about the same time as construction of a widening and reconstruction
project.

Concept sketches for proposed improvements to the intersection, including the proposed traffic

signal are included in the attachments for the traffic engineering report. A plan for the proposed
four-way stop conversion and installation of an overhead All-Red flasher are also included in the
attachments. ' :

Also attached for your information are copies of recent news clips and editorials written in
support of installation of a traffic signal at this intersection. :

Please advise if you need additional information concerning this report. _

REP:rp

Attachments



By
,/P./O.Boxﬂ
801 Fourth Street

912-552-4681

Department of Transportation
State of Georgia
Office of District Engineer
Tennille, Georgia 31089-0008

December 14, 2000

Marion Waters, P.E., State Traffic Operations Engineer
Department of Transportation

State of Georgia

271 Capitol Avenue, S.W.

Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Dear Mr. Waters:
RE: ACCIDENT REPORT - DISTRICT TWO

In accordance with a report from your office relative to accident reporting procedures, the following information 1s
submitted: T

DATE OF ACCIDENT: 12/12/00

STATE ROUTE: 47 at the intersection with State Route 223
MILELOG: 17.25
CO_UNTY: Columbia

NAME OF FATALITY: Melissa D. Swett

DATE OF SAFETY REVIEW:  12/13/00

PHOTO AVAILABLE: POLAROIDX 35MM X VIDEO X
If you need further information, please contact Wyatt Johnson in the Traffic Operations section of this office at 912-552-
4681. '

Yours very truly,

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

m;akad L. Thomat, ﬂ/f- /

Michael L. Thomas, P.E.

Distdc; Engineer i
REP:WCJ:gih
Attachments

C: George Jukes -,



Kiokee &
Churzh

v aall
; . Applii
Chun

I

_—
Uling st

173-1

INTERSECTION OF STAT

WIHT -
g <o

% Marsnail
2 ang Magruder
Pend

A ‘_Emoﬂluel
‘g huren

v=1283 100

72
“p
4
53 (00"
-
. ,o*/‘

<3 k" )
] S‘“,\-"! ool \\
- o i H e
. 13 f 7
R Y £ \\\i‘
o)
N1/ '
: J ~~rar
. of 1 - MOMSg,
T T
d j ‘______J"E
SeuCAE | ne 337457 :
T ML Tabor
Churgh

~ 31 St s &/

ang . 3

I

5

’ v f £ :
E ROUTE_47 AND STATE ROUTE 223
] M

COLUMB

d
VO Susee Boshe

Cametery

Calumbe Jr.
High Szhaol

‘I

Seard-Tou
Cemater,

A

24d Unign
Church

-l
§ o
2l =
gt B
VOEL Iy
fa T - -
s s e
\"!5 Iy 31

-¥e




TRAFFIC ENGINFERING REPORT

January 17, 2001

LOCATION: | " State Route 47 at State Route 223

COUNTY: ) Columbia

CITY: Pumpkin Center Community

REQUESTED BY: Michael L. Thomas, PE, District Engineer

REASON FOR INVESTIGATION: To determine if safety enhancement improvements are
| recommended '

MILEPOST ~ MLI7.250n State Route 47

ML 3,21 on State Roiife 223

FINDINGS
TOPOGRAPHY

The intersection of State Route 47 at State Route 223 is a typical crossroads type intersection in rural
Columbia County. The two roads intersect at an approximate angle of 65°. There is a convenience store
located in the southwest quadrant of the intersection. All other quadrants are undeveloped wooded areas.

State Route 47 at this intersection is a two-lane rural section roadway classified as a minor arterial that
connects the City of Harlem and the Appling Cominunity. State Route 47 is has a pavement width of _
approximately 28 feet with 11 foot wide travel lanes in both directions. T here are shoulders approximately 6
feet wide existing on both sides (3' paved & 3' grassed). The profile grade on State Route 47 is
approximately +1% traveling northbound through the intersection. -

The easthound approach of State Route 223 at this intersection is a two-lane rural section roadway classified
as a major collector to the Cily of Grovetown. The westbound approach of State Route 223 at this
intersection Is a two-lane rural section roadway classified as a principal arterial route fo the City of |



C K

Page Two
State Route 47 at State Route 223 - Columbia County -
January 17, 2001 3

TOPOGRAPHY (CON'T.)

Thomson in McDuffie County. State Route 223 has a pavement width of approximately 28 feet of with 11

foot travel lanes in each direction. There are approximately 6 foot shoulders on each side (3" paved & 3'

grassed). The profile grade of the westbound approach of State Route 223 is approximately -3%. The '
profile grade of the eastbound approach is approximately +1%. '

EXISTING TRAFFIC CONTROL

~r

There are double indicated W3-1a stop ahead and R1-1 stop signs on both approaches of State Route 223.
There are 1/2 width rumble strips on both approaches. There is a double yellow centerline and white stop
bars on both approaches. Typical route markers and directional signs are existing.

There are single W2-1 cross-roads advanced warning signs existing on both approaches of State Route 47.
The signs are supplemented with speed advisory plates (45 MPH), street name plates (SR 223), and
advanced warning flashers. Typical route markers and directional signs are existing. There is a double
yellow centerline on the southbound approach of State Route 47, and a solid/skip yellow centerline on the
northbound approach. '

VEHICULAR VOLUME

APPROACH . ' PEAK HOUR " ONE HOUR

( 7:00 - 8:00 AM) (3:00 - 4:00 PM)
NORTHBOUND - SR 47 319 145

SOUTHBOUND -SR47 177 183
EASTBOUND - SR 223 167 | 75
WESTBOUND - SR 223 75 : 74
INTERSECTION TOTAL 738 T 477

Traffic Count information obtained from actual field counts taken December 14 & 15, 2000. Copies of field
counts are attached, : -

Traffic count information was compared to information compiled for the 1997 Traffic Engineering Study.
The total volume passing this iritersection increased approximately 9% since the previous study.




Page Three :
State Route 47 at State Route 223 - Columbia County =
January 17, 2001 _

VEHICULAR SPEED

The posted speed limits on both State Route 223 and 47 is 55 MPH. There are speed advisory plates on both '
approaches of State Route 47 indicating an advisory speed of 45 MPH. The current 85" percentile speed on
State Route 47 is 57.48 MPH for southbound traffic and 57.51 MPH for northbound traffic. Speed survey

information is attached.

PEDESTRIAN MOVEMENTS

Pedestrians would not be normally axpectéd at this location.
DELAY
A delay study was not conducted for this report.
| PARKING

Parking vehicles would not be expected near to this intersection on a regular basis. There are currently RS-
3a "No Parking" signs existing on a decel lane adjacent to the northbound lane (eastern most side) of State
Route 47 at the driveway to the Pumpkin Center store. There are also R8-3a "No Parking"' signs on the
western most side of State Route 47 in front of the Pumpkin Center store. Delineator post have been placed
on both sides of State Route 223 at the Pumpkin Center store to prevent parking.

ACCIDENT HISTORY

Accident information for this intersection has been compiled for incidents that may have occurred between
the dates of January 01, 1998 and December 31, 2000. '

Three accidents were reported during 1998. Two of these were right angle collisions and one was a rear end
collision.

Five accidents were reported during 1999. Four of these were right angle collisions and one was a left turn
collision. '

One accident was reported during 2000. This accident was a right angle collision that resulted in one

Jatality.

A collision diagram showing this infermation is attached.
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Page Four ‘
State Route 47 at State Route 223 - Columbia County _ T
January 17, 2001

ADJACENT SIGNALIZED INTERSECTI ON

There is not a signalized intersection near to this location.

INTERSECTION HISTORY

A traffic engineering study was completed for this intersection on May 16, 1 997. A flashing beacon and
supplemental signing were recommended at that time. Advanced warning flashers were approved fo be
added to the existing W2-1 crossroads signs on both approaches of State Route 47. These flashers were
installed by the District Traffic Signal Shop on March 25, 1998,

A traffic engineering study was completed for this intersection on September 17, 1987. A flashing beacon
was reconmended af that time. It was determined that other remedies had reduced the severity of accidents
at the intersection and that a flashing beacon was not approved. '
A traffic engineering study was completed for this intersection on December 4, 1969, There were no

recommendations for a signal device at that time.

OTHER INFORMATION

The Harlem High School is located on State Route 47 approximate{v 1 172 miles south of this intersection. .
The State Route 47 7 I-20 interchange is located approximately 1 mile north of this intersection. The Euchee
Creek Elementary School is located on State Route 223 approximately 2 1/2 miles east of this intersection.

The previous Traffic Engineering Report prepared for this intersection indicates that sight distances are
greater than 900 feet in both directions along State Route 47 from either approach of State Route 223. These
- sight distances continue fo exist. A _

WARRANT ANALYSIS

A Traffic Signal Warrant Evaluation has been compiled for this study. The warrant evaluation indicates
that no signal warrants were satisfied at this time. '

Warrant 6 - Accident Experience for this study included 5 accidents of the types susceptible to correction by a
traffic signal device, and other less restrictive remedies have been implemented, however traffic volume

requirements were not met.

A Multi-way Stop Evaluation was alse compiled for this study. Warrant 1 - Accident Experience was
satisfied. : '

Copies of these evaluations are attached.
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Page Five
State Route 47 at State Route 223 - Columbia County
January 17, 2001

CONCLUSIONS

Recent accidents of a severe nature at this intersection have greatly increased the public interest for
installation of a traffic signal due o the close proximity to nearby schools on State Routes 47 and 223.

Section 4C-2 of the MUTCD mdtcates that traffic signal controls should not be installed unless one or more
of the signal warrants of the manual are met. .

The current growth being experienced in this area is likely to generate additional traffic volumes af this
intersection. Warrant 10, Peak Hour Delay would be expected to be met in approximately two or three years
as current growth in this area continues.

RECOMMENDATIONS

" It is recommended that the current operation of intersection be reconfigured to an all-way stop. It is

recommended that this reconfiguration include removal of the existing ¢ advanced warning flashers on State
Route 47 an installation of a span wire mounted overhead all red flasher.. :

It is recommended that a safety enhancement project be programmed to widen and reconstruct this
intersection and install a traffic signal.

SIGNATURES

- PREPARED BY:  Roger E. Price, PE

RECOMMENDED: S~ DATE: 1/12. /0
DISTHGTTRAFFIC ENGINEER r s
RECOMMENDED: ' DATE:
STATE TRAFFIC ENGINEER
RECOMMENDED: ' DATE:
DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS



ATTACHMENTS TO TRAFFIC ENGINEERING REPORT

State Route 47 at State Route 223
Columbia County

PAGE INFORMATION

| ' LOCATION MAP
23 EXISTiN G CONDITIONS SKETCHES
4-8 FIELD TRAFFIC COUNT INFORMATION
9-10 FIELD SPEED SURVEY DATA

AND COMPUTATIONS SHEETS
11 ~ COLLISION DIAGRAM (1998 - 2000 INFORMATION )
12-15 | GDOT ACCIDENT LISTINGS (1995-98) - |
16-21 TRAFFIC SIGNAL WARRANT EVALUATION
22-23 MULTI-WAY STOP WARRANT EVALUATION
24-25 CURRENT APPROVED SIGNAL AUTHORIZATION
26 USGS AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS
27 PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS CONCEPT SKETCH
28 CONCEPT FOR PROPOSED SIGNAL
29 PLAN FOR PROPOSED OVERHEAD ALL-RED FLASHER

30 PLAN FOR PROPOSED FOUR-WAY STOP CONVERSION
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NU~-METRICS CDM FRAME STUDY -- CDM Version 2.2 . Y2/18/00.
[ Report #1 DATE/TIME/VOLUME Report ] ==
Survey #: 7 Begin: 12/14/72 14:00 End: 12/15/72 14:00
Route: SR 47 @ SR 223 Lane: NorthBound Hours : 24 hrs
Loc/Sta #13281 Oper: MIT AdjF: 0.000 Period: 60 min
Ccity: Rural, Posted: 55 mph Raw Count: 2390
county: Columbia AADT Pactor: 1.00 AADT Count: 2390
Day Date Time Count
Thu 12/14/72 14:00 145
Thu 12/14/72 15:00 166
Thu 12/14/72 16:00 149 SK Y7, mof
Thu 12/14/72 17:00 153 )
Thu 12/14/72 18:00 120 sRY2, CO%
Thu 12/14/72 19:00 66 /
Thu 12/14/72 20:00 74 qfwﬂ?dﬁm7'
Thu 12/14/72 21:00 35 o0
Thu 12/14/72 22:00 21
Thu 12/14/72 23:00 21
Fri 12/15/72 00:00 16
Fri 12/15/72 01:00 9
Fri 12/15/72 02:00 3
Fri 12/15/72 03:00 8
Fri 12/15/72 04:00 10
Fri 12/18/72 05:00 6l
Fri 12/15/72 06:00 172
Fri 12/15/72 07:00 319
Fri 12/15/72 68:00 192
Fri 12/15/72 09:00 . 127
Fri 12/15/72 10:00 128
Fri 12/15/72 11:00 122
Fri 12/15/72 12:00 114
Fri 12/15/72 13:00 155
* Page 1 *



NU-METRICS CDM FRAME STUDY -- CDM Version 2.2 12/18/00
== [ Report #¥1 DATE/TIME/VOLUME Report 1} e

survey #: 9 Begin: 12/14/72 14:00 End: 12/15/72 14:00
rRoute: SR 223 € SR 47 Lane: WestBound Hours : 24 hrs
Loc/Sta #13282 _ Oper: MJT AdjF: 0.000 Period: 60 min
city: Rural, ' Posted: 55  mph Raw Count: Q fo?!"”’ff
county: Columbia AADT Factor: 1.00 AADT Count: O

Day Date Time ~ Count

Thu 12/14/72 14:00 _ 74

Thu 12/14/72 15300 _ 62

Thu 12/14/72 16:00 108

Thu 12/14/72 17:00 89

Thu 12/14/72 18:00 72 c#£223.0068

Thu . 12/14/72 19:00 47 P

Thu 12/14/72 20:00 32 gp#2fcf

Thu 12/14/72 21:00 34

Thu 12/14/72 22:00 26

Thu 12/14/72 23:00 7

Fri 12/15/72 00:00 4

Fri 12/15/72 01:00 5

Fri 12/15/72 02:00 6

Fri 12/15/72 03:00 4

Fri 12/15/72 04:00 4

Fri 12/15/72 05:00 15

Fri 12/15/72 06:00 £9

Fri 12/15/72 07:00 75

Fri 12/15/72 08:00. 63

Fri 12/15/72 09:00 49

Fri 12/15/72 10:00 57

Fri 12/15/72 11:00 61

Fri 12/15/72 12:00 64

Fri 12/15/72 13:00 64

* Page 1 ¥
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NU-METRICS CDM FRAME STUDY -- CDM Version 2.2 12/18/00
== == ==== [ Report #1 DATE/TIME/VOLUME Report ]==

Survey #: A Begin: 12/14/72 14:00 End: 12/15/72 14:00
Route: SR 47 @ SR 223 Lane: SouthBound Hours : 24 hrs
Loc/Sta #13283 ' ' Oper: MJT AdjF: 0.000 Period: 60 nin
City: Rural, Posted: 55 mph Raw Count: 0.
County: Columbia AADT Factor: 1.00 AADT Count: 0

Day - Date - Time Count

Thu 12/14/72 14:00 183

Thu 12/14/72 15:00 249

Thu 12/14/72 16:00 - 284

Thu = 12/14/72 17:00 374 SRYZ. 504

Thu 12/14/72 18:00 289

Thu 12/14/72 19:00 . 161

Thu 12/14/72 20:00 126

Thu 12/14/72 21:00 111

Thu 12/14/72 22:00 ' 91

Thu 12/14/72 23:00 67

Fri - 12/15/72 00:00 . 44

Fri 12/15/72 01:00 13

Fri 12/15/72 02:00 21

Fri 12/15/72° 03:00 _ 12

Fri - 12/15/72 04:00 13

Fri 12/15/72 | 05:00 | 26

Fri 12/15/72 06:00 92

Fri 12/15/72 _ : 07:00 177

Fri 12/15/72 - 08:00 133

Fri 12/15/72 ' 09:00 135

Fri 12/15/72 . 10:00 14s

Fri 12/15/72 11:00 151

Fri 12/15/72 12:00 : 182

Fri 12/15/72 13:00 185

* Page 1 *
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NU-METRICS CDM FRAME STUDY -- CDM Version 2.2 12/18/00

s = === 1 Report #1 DATE/TIME/VOLUME Report ]
survey #: D Begin: 12/14/72 14:00 End: 12/15/72 14:00
| Route: SR 223 € SR 47 Lane: EastBound Hours : 24 hrs
‘ Loc/Sta #13284 Oper: MIT AdjF: 0.000 Period: 60 min
city: Rural, Posted: 55 mph Raw Count: 0 =~
- county: Columbia AADT Factor: 1.00 AADT Count: O

Day Date Time . Ccount
Thu . 12/14/72 14:00 . 75 .
Thu 12/14/72 15:00 62 g
Thu 12/14/72 16:00 71 fﬁgaE-t*““
Thu 12/14/72 17:00 92 .
Thu C12/14/72 : 18:00 76
Thu 12/14/72 19:00 . 35
Thu 12/14/72 20:00 22
Thu 12/14/72 21:00 23
Thu 12/14/72 22:00 14
Thu 12/14/72 23100 9
Fri 12/15/72 00:00 6
Fri . 12/15/72 01:00 1
Fri 12/15/72 02:00 3
Fri 12/15/72 03:00 0
Fri _ 12/15/72  04:00 15
Fri 12/15/72 05:00 32
Fri ' 12/15/72 06100 100
Fri . 12/15/72 07:00 167
Fri - 12/15/72 _ 08:00 _ . 106
Fri 12/15/72 09:00 74
Fri 12/15/72 10:00 65
Fri 12/15/72 11:00 60
Fri 12/15/72 12:00 47
Fri 12/15/72 13:00 . 72
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Untitled

WARRANTS/TEAPAC[Ver 1.23.14] - Summary of Parameter Values

Intersection
Type of Count

Count Periods:
60 min intrvls

Vehicle Counts:
Time

1400

1500

100 ~

1700

1800

1500

2000

2100

2200

2300

2400

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

900

1000

1100

1200

1300

1 SR 47 at SR 223

ADT Factor 0.00

REDUCED Trucks  INCLUDED
Start Stop Start Stop Start Stop Start Stoﬁ' Start Stop
1400 2400 100 1300 4] 0 0 o
SR 47 SR 223 SR 47 SR 223
- SB - - WB - - B - - EB -
o 1es o o 74 o o 185 o 0 75 o
"o 285 o o 6 o o 166 o 0o 62 o0
"0 284 o o 108 o o 185 o o 11 o
"0 374 o o 8 o o 183 o 0 92 o0
o285 o o 72 o o 124 0o 0 76 o
o 161 o o a7 o o e o o 35 o
o126 o 0 32 o o 74 o o 22 o
o111 o o 3 o o 35 o o 23 o
o s o o 26 o o 21 o o 14 o0
o er o o 7o T Tar e o s e
o T o o TTd T o T e o e o
o s e o TTs T e e e T 1 o
o2 o o 6 o o 3 o o 3 o0
o T e T T T e T T e T e o
o 1m0 T e o 10 o w15 o
o 2 o o 15 o o e o o 32 0
o ez o o a5 o o 172 o o 100 o
o7 o o 75 o o 318 o o 167 o0
TS i o o s o o 182 o o 106 o0
o1 o o as o o 127 o 0 74 " 0
o1 o o s7 o o 128 o o &5 o0
T e o Ter o o 122 o o 60 o
o is2 o o ea o o 114 o 0 41 0
o ies o o 4 o o 155 o o 712 o0
Page 1



Untitled

WARRANTS/TEAPAC [Ver 1.23.14] - 60-Minute Veolumes: by Movement

Intersection # 1 SR 47 at SR 223

Begin SB-Approach WB-Approach NB-Approach EB-Approach
Time - SR 47 - - SR 223 - - SR 47 - - 8R 223 -~
100 0 13 0 o 5 0 0 9 0 0 1 0
200 0 21 0 0 6 0 ) 3 0 0 3 0
300 0 12 0] 0] 4 o 0 8 0 0 0 0
400 0 _ 13 o o] 4 0 0 10 0 0 15 0
500 0 26 o 0 15 o] 0 61 0 0 32 0
600 0 92 0] o] 49 ¢ 0 172 0 0 100 0
700 o 177 0] 0 75 0 0 319 0 0 167 0
800 g 133 - 0 0 63 4] o 192 0, 0 106 0
900 o 135 0 0 49 0 ¢ 127 o 0 74 0
1000 ¢ 149 0 0 57 0 0 128 0 0 65 0
1100 0 151 0 0 61 0 0 122 ¢ 0 60 0
1200 0 182 0 0 64 0 0 114 C 0 47 0
1300 0 185 0 0 64 0 0 155 o 0 72 o
1400 0 183 o o 74 0 0 145 0 o 75 0]
1500 0 249 0 0 62 0 0 166 0 ¢ 62 0
1600 0 284 0 ¢ 108 0 0 149 0 &) 71 0
17900 0 374 0 o 89 0 "0 153 0 0 92 0
1800 0 289 0 o 72 0 0 124 0 G 76 0
1800 0 16l 0 0 47 0 0 66 0 ¢ 35 o
2000 0 126 0 0 32 0 0 74 0 0 22 )
2100 0 111 0 0 34 0 0 35 0 0 23 )
2200 0 91 0 0 26 0 0 21 0 0 14 4]
2300 4] 67 0 0 7 0 0 21 0 o] 9 o
2400 0 44 0 0 4 0 0 16 0 0 6 o

WARRANTS/TEAPAC [Ver 1.23.14] -~ AM Peak-Hour Summary

Intersection # 1 SR 47 =zt SR 223

Analysis from 600 to 900 Hours using 60-Minute Volumes

SB-aApproach WB-Approach NB-Approach EB-Approach

Parameter - SR 47 - - SR 223 - - SR 47 -~ - SR 223 -

DHV (vph) ¢ 177 0 0 758 0 0 319 0 0 167 0

Distr (%) ¢ 1loo o 0 100 0 0 100 0 0 100 0

Peak Time 0 700 1] 0 700 o] 0 700 0 o 700 -0

Peak Volm o 177 0 0 75 0 0 319 0 0 167 0
Page 1

¢1/10/01
08:31:23



Untitled

WARRANTS/TEAPAC[Ver 1.23.14] - Midday Peak-Hour Summary

Tntersection # 1 SR 47 at SR 223

aAnalysis from 1000 to 1200 Hours using 60-Minute Volumes

SB-Approach. WB-Approach NB-Approach EB-Approach Int
Parameter - SR 47 =~ - =~ SR 223 - - SR 47 -~ - SR 223 -~ 'Total
DHV {vph) 0 182 0 4] 64 0 0 114 0 0 47 0 407
Distr (%) o 100 0] ¢ 100 0 0 100 o ¢ 100 o 100
reak Time ¢ 1200 0 0 1200 ¢ 0 1000 0 ¢ 1000 4] 1200
Peak Volm 0 182 0 0 €4 ¢ -Q 128 0 0 65 0 407

Analysis from 1300 to 1700 Hours using 60-Minute Volumes

SB-Approach WB-Approach NB-Approach EB-Approach Int
Parameter - SR 47 - =~ - SR 223 - - S8R 47 - -~ 8R 223 - Total
DHV (vph) c 374 0 4] 89 0 0 153 0 0 g2 0 708
Distr (%) 0 100 0 0 100 o o 100 0 0 100 ¢ 100
reak Time 0 1700 &) 0 1600 0 0 1500 0 0 1700 0 1700
Peak Volm ¢ 374 o ¢ 108 0 0 166 0 0 g2 0 708
WARRANTS/TEAPAC[Ver 1.23.14] -~ Composite Peak-Hour Summary
Intersection # 1 SR 47 at SR 223
Analysis from 100 to 2400 Hours using'GO-Minute volumes
SB-Approach WB-Approach NB-Approach EB-Approach Int
Parameter -~ S8R 47 - ~ SR 223 - - B8R 47 - - SR 223 - Total
k DHV (vph} o 177 0 0 75 0 0 319 0 0 167 0 738
Distr (%) 0 100 0 0 100 0 0 100 4] 0 100 0 100
Peak Time -0 1700 ¢ 0 1600 o 0 7060 0 0 700 0 700
Peak Volm 0 374 0 ¢ 108 0 0 319 -0 0 167 0 738

g

Page 2_




WARRANTS/TEAPAC [Ver 1.23.14] - Warrant Analysis for Traffic Signal

conditions Used for Warrant Analysis

Major Street Direction : " NorthSouth
Number of Lanes in North-South direction 1
Number of Lanes in East-West direction : 1
Approach speed on major street is greater than 40 mph Yes
Tsolated community has population less than 10,000 Yes
Signal will mnot seriously disrupt progressive traffic flow No
“prials of other remedies have failed to improve conditions Yes
Number of accidents correctable by a signal 5
STOP sign delay for minor approach (hours) 0

Start Time 700 1600 800 600 1700 1800 1400 900 Req.
Minor Volume 167 108 106 100 92 76 75 74 105
Major Volume 496 433 325 264 527 413 328 262 350
Warrant Met? Yes Yes No . No No No No No 8
Number of l-hour periods meeting the warrants 2

>> WARRANT 1 IS NOT MET <<

Warrant 2 Analysis - Interruption of Continuous Traffic

Start Time 1700 700 1600 800 600 1800 1400 900 Regq.
Minor Volume 92 167 108 106 i00 76 75 74 52
Major Velume 527 496 433 325 264 413 328 262 525
Warrant Met? Yes No No No No No No No 8
Number of l-hour periods meeting the warrants ' 1
Signal will not seriously disrupt progressive traffic flow No

>> WARRANT 2 IS NOT MET <<

Warrant 1 Analysis (80%) - Minimum Vehicular Volume

800 1700 600 1800 1400 800 Req.
Minor Volume 167 108 106 92 100 . 76 75 74 84
Major Volume 496 433 325 527 264 413 328 262 280
Warrant Met? Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No No 8
Number of l-hour periods meeting the warrants 4

01710/01
08:47:08
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WARRANTS/TEAPAC[Ver 1.23.14] - Warrant Analysis for Traffic Signal

Warrant 2 Analysis (80%) - Interruption of Continuous Traffic

Start Time 700 1600 1700 800 600 1800 1400 500 Req.
Minor Volume 167 108 92 106 100 76 75 74 42
Major Volume 496 433 527 325 264 413 328 262 420
Warrant Met? Yes Yes Yes No No No No No 8
Number of l-hour periods meeting the warrants 3
Warrant 6 Aﬁalysis - Accident Experience

80% of Warrant 1 or 2 is met No
Signal will not seriously disrupt progressive traffic flow No
Trials of other remedies have failed to reduce accidents Yes
Number of accidents correctable by a signal (must exceed 4) 5

>> WARRANT 6 IS NOT MET <<

Warrant 8 Analysis - Combination of Warrants

....._—_._._._._......._____.._........___...._._______....._.._....______-.-.._._.._—_-'___"'_.—..__...—=..."__==.=._—=_"‘_..'—_'__...=

Warrant 9 Analysis - Four Hour Volume

Start Time 700 1600 800 600 1700 1800 1400 900 Reg
Minor Volume ~ 167 1a8 106 100 92 76 75 74 -
Minor Regrmt 127 152 195 219 . 117 160 194 220 <-=-
Warrant Met? Yes No No No No No No No 4
Number of 1~hour periods meeting the warrants 1

Start Time 700 1600 800 600 1700 1800 1400 900 Reg.
Minor Volume 167 108 106 1060 92 76 75 74 100
Major Volume 738 612 494 413 708 561 477 385 800
Warrant Met? No No No No No No No No 1
Number of l-hour periods meeting the warrants 0
STOP sign delay for minor approach (must exceed 4 hours) 0

01/10/01
" 08:47:08

>> WARRANT 10 IS NOT MET <<



01/10/01
08:47:08

WARRANTS/TEAPAC[Ver 1.23.14] - Warrant Analysis for Traffic Signal

Warrant 11 Analysis - Peak Hour Volume

800 00 1700 1800 14a0 800 Redg.
Minor Volume 167 108 106 100 92 76 75 74 -
Minor Regrmt 222 254 304 331 209 - 264 302 332 <--
Warrant Met? No No No No No No No No 1
Number of l-hour periods meeting the warrants 0

>> WARRANT 11 IS NOT MET <<
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State Route 47 at
State Route 223 - Colunmbia County
MULTI-~WAY STOP EVALUATION

INTRODUCTION

This review is based on the

methodology presented in the Manual

on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), 1978, as amended by

the Federal Highway Administration.

of that manual.

Please refer to Part 2B-6

The intersection under study has the following characteristics:

The 85th
Existing

percentile speed On the main street is [ 55 1 MPH.

traffic control is . . . SIDE STREET STOP.

Daily traffic volume of [7,956] was counted on

THURSDAY

, DECEMBER 14, 1972.

Estimated annual traffic volume is [2,903,940] vehicles.

ur

1. ACCIDENT EXPERIENCE

Multi-way stop control is often effective in reducing some
accidents, such as right-angle and turning collisions.

types of

At least five such accidents must have occurred in the last 12
months to indicate the usefulness of multi-way stop operation
in reducing accidents.

Total number of accidents = 0

Number of correctable accidents = O‘f‘/ 5¢ 1999

Accident rate = O per million vehicles '

Warrant .

2. VEHIC
Multi~-wa
similar
volume t
Specific

(1)

(2)

(3)

The minimum volume
if the 85th percen

is/yaf'SATISFzﬂD.

I,E AND PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC

y stop control is generally used at intersections with
+raffic volumes on both intersecting streets and less

han that found at signal controlled locations.
ally, three conditions rnust be met:

The average intersection traffic must be at least
500 vehicles for the . peak 8 hrs of a typical
weekday;

For the same 8 hrs, the traffic crossing the main
street (vehicular and pedestrian) is 200 or more;

and the delay to crossing vehicles is at least
30 seconds (average per vehicle).

Main street approach speed = 55 MPH

Number of hrs volume requirements are met = 7
Average delay to crossing vehicles = 0 seconds
warrant is NOT SATISFIED.

s may be reduced to 350 and 140 respectively,
tile speed on the main street exceeds 40 MPH.

L) T
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TABLE 1
HOURS MEETING AT LEAST ONE VOLUME REQUIREMENT

HOUR INTERSECTION TRAFFIC CROSSING VOLUMES
OF DAY '~ VOLUME MAIN STREET MET

6 AM 413 149 BOTH

7 AM 738 242 BOTH

8 AM 494 169 BOTH

9 AM 385 123 INT VOL

10 AM 399 122 INT VOL

11 AM 394 121 . INT VOL ”
12 PM 407 _ 111 INT VOL

1 PM 476 136 INT VOL

2 PM a77 149 BOTH

3 PM 539 124 - INT VOL

4 PM™ 612 179 BOTH

5 PM 708 181 BOTH

6 PM 561 _ 148 : BOTH
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Collisions prompt traffic light lobby
Web posted Tuesday, Jamuary 2, 2001

m Have a thoughi? Go to the @'ugusta Forums.

" By Melissa Hall

Columbia County Bureau
Columbia County Board of Education trustee Roxanne Whitaker has a new cause.

She's on a mission to have a traffic light installed at the intersection of Appling-Harlem
and Wrightsboro roads, the area known as Pumpkin Center. The intersection was the
site of a three—car collision Dec. 12 that fatally injured Melissa Dawn Swett, 16, 2 junior
at Harlem High School, :

At a pre-legislative session meeting with state lawmakers Dec. 21, Ms. Whitaker

- appealed for their help to have the signal installed. She said she has also written a letter

to Gov. Roy Bamnes.

**Last Friday, we almost had a bus wreck there because you can't s¢¢ at that
intersection,” Ms. Whitaker said. " Two hundred to 300 cars come in and out of that
convenience store in a 30-minute period every afternoon.”

Ms. Whitaker said she is concerned about the safety of
the children traveling to school, Melissa lived less than &
mile from school, so she wasn' eligible to ride the bus.
When she pulled out onto Georgia Highway 47 -
Appling-Harlem Road - her car was struck by a Hariern
High School teacher who was on her way to work.

I don't understand the difficulty with putting a red light
at that intersection,” Ms. Whitaker said. ""How many
more will have to die to get their attention?”

There were four accidents at the intersection in 1998 and
six accidents in 1999, according to state Department of
Transportation traffic records. Melissa's death is the
second fatality at the intersection in the past five years.

hitp/augustachronicle.com/storics/010201/met_158-2925.000.shtrml

1/2/01
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Former state Rep. Roscoe Coleman was killed there in- _—
Melissa Dawn Swett, 16, was

October 1998.
killed in a three-car accident at
Pumpkin Center on Dec. 12.
The county also sent a letter requesting that the DOT FILE
review the intersection for the installation of a traffic
signal,

""Since both of those roads are state routes, the county really doesn't have much say over
the installation of a traffic signal there,” Colnmbia County Engineer Jim Leiper said.
"'But what we have done is request that the DOT perform a study based on the accident
history at that intersection. [ believe that one of the criteria for a signal is the number of
fatalities.” :

Columbia County sheriff's Capt. Steve Mortis said the DOT conducted a traffic study of
the intersection two years ago, after Mr. Coleman's death and, as a result, installed
“rumble strips” on Wrightsboro Road and a flashing light on Highway 47 to alert drivers
about the intersection. But a 2-year-old study in a rapidly growing county may be out of
date, he said.

"“Historicatly, this has been a dangerous area. Because we continue to investigate fatal
accidents at this intersection, one would think the next logical step would be to install
traflic signals,” Capt. Morris said. "“That's not to say that a traffic signal will prevent all
future accidents, but it should help ... Our hope is that they will seriously consider a
traffic control device."

But for state transportation officials to consider a traffic light at the intersection, theyll
have to complete a series of studies and apply specific criteria for traffic counts and
other issues. And so far, it doesn't look favorable.

Preliminary traffic counts show there just aren't enough cars gding through the
intersection to install a signal, said Roger Price, the district traffic engineer in the DOT
office in Tennille.

" Generally, the criteria set out for recommending traffic signals are predominantly
traffic volumes, and the recommendations are supported by a traffic engineering study,
which includes not only traffic volumes but alse accident histories, topographic
information and a lot of general information about the intersection and what goes on
around it," Mr. Price said. " The traffic volume numbers that T've seen so far don't seem
to support a recommendation for a signal. But that’s just the numbers. There are other
considerations. I certainly wouldn't want to speculate until we finalize our findings."

But the local pleas for help have gotten the attention of state legislators who have vowed
to fight for a signal at the junction.

“In the past, they've told us that the traffic count wasn't high enough,” state Rep. Ben
Harbin said. "' But it's not about traffic counts; it's about the severity of the accidents
weTe having there. There needs to be something there to slow that traffic down, and a
stop-and-go light is all that's going to do that. We're not going to give up on this. We've
had to get into debates with DOT in the past. We've lost a few and we've won a few. I
hope this one we'll win. This really is hot about politics; it's about human life."

Reach Melissa Hall at (706) 868-1222, Ext. 113.

Submit Your Opinion

Name: l

Enter your comments here

hltp:/!augustachroniclle.com/stories/()I020 1/met_158-2925.000.shtml
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_Gomments from our readers;

» BEFDRE LOWELL GREENBAUM
picks up his pen and writes about
George W. Bush’s illegitimacy as
eing elected president he should
$erew on his head, put on his glass-
es and head for the library and
read up on our Constitution and our
électoral process. If he did so, he
then would not show his ignorance
of our great system
3 BECAUSE OF THE RECENT tur-
moil in Florida, to make English
oiu- official language should be the
first order of U.S. government busi- |
ness. Lawyerspeak can no longer
Be tolerated. Law schools must add
4 course titled How to Speak and
fiead English to their curriculum
mmmediately. Because practicing
lawyers so readily revert to

. Lawyerspeak, they must attend a
tefresher course every year,
J' 1
,s YOUR PICTUBE FOR THE ABTlELE

éa sports bras was dumb and )
$houldn't have been on the front _
page for sure. But I want to take
the opportunity to tell people that
the bras are very helpful for people
who have pacemakers implanted.
They give you the support to ease
the discomfort and give the scar
Ume to heal before you go back to
?(eanng regular’(bras). Doctors and
furses take note and suggest to
jour patients to have them on hand
from the get-go. Been there, done
that.~

o [WUULD JUST LlKE T0 ASK the
Geqrgia Department of Transpor-
tatton how many people must die at
the-Pum pkin Center intersection
bef’ orea muchneeded traffic light

vt g gt AR e et T
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County's leaders set 2001 slate

Transportation concerns, new districts, commission changes are part of agenda for
legislators

Web posted Friday, December 22, 2000

. By Jason B. Smith
- Columbia County Bureau

Columbia County's legislative delegation spent more than six hours meeting with local
elected officials, boards and residents Thursday. .

By nightfall at the Columbiz County Courthouse, their
2001 legislative slate was full.

Of course, there are the statewide issues: education _
reform, water sources, green space and reapportionmen:.
But there are also several lacal issues, such as getting a
traffic signal at the intersection of Wrightsboro Road end
Appling-Harlem Highway at Pumpkin Center, the site of
a fatal accident earlier this month.

“If we don't get a red light there, we are not geing to
slow drivers down," said state Rep. Ben Harbin, R-Evans.

Local legisl,!ators also will be planning the addition of 2n
at-large elected commission chairman and discussing
whether the county will be split into four or five
commission districts.

Rep. Ben Harbin of Evans
wants to get a red light at a
Pumpkin Center intersection,

FILESTAFF

Grovetown resident Dave Stewart said he expects
officials to go with five districts, despite voter support of
a four-district commission in a November nonbinding referendum. He compared the
district and at-large chairman discussions 1o getting hi: by a truck.

http:/faucustachronicle.com/stories/1 22200/met 153-4351 600 <htim!

Page 1 of 2

19/ /100



Tom e o emeania Jwt LUV L SEELE LA/ Z 2T ~

| ‘d

“You can see it coming,” he said. “'But the only thing you can do is relax and try to

in Education minimize the damage."

L SPECIAL INTEREST Legislators also heard concemns from residents and business owners who say they are tired
“Questforthe of dealing with Georgia Department of Transportation officials, One group represented
Presidency the Village subdivision off Furys Ferry Road - where a road-widening project will affect
Xtreme five property owners and destroy the entrance to the neighborhoed - and the other was a
Citizen Activist group of Davis Road residents and business owners,
Augusta Golf
Augusta
Magazine
Business
Chronicle Instead, Mr. Anderson and others want DOT to abzndon plans to add a raised median
along the center of Davis Road. But they say they feel their requests are being largely

“We're not tfying to stop them from doing the projeet,” Mark Anderson said.

g1 ignored by'an “arrogant" department,

FAQ. e .
Advertise That is putting it mildly," Mr. Harbin said.
Chronicle Staff

. Chronicle Jobs Reach Jason B. Smith at (706) 868-1222, Ext. 115,
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DOT: Put light at deadly intersection | | -

When 16-year-old Melissa Swett was killed ]

ast week, her death was just the latest fatal car crash at the Pumpkin
Center intersection near Harlem. :

Maybe, just maybe, hers will be the death that

finally convinces the Georgia Department of Transportation to place a
. raffic signal at the deadly interchange. '

’

That’s the hope of local attorney Bill Coleman, who four years ago was mourning the pre-Christmas loss of his father, -
»5-year-old former state legislator Roscoe Coleman. Just like Swett,

Coleman and his driver, Bob Reeves, were killed
vhen their car pulled out of Wrightsboro Road and into the path of an oncoming vehicle on Appling-Harlem Highway.

It brought back some memories,” Coleman says. “I’d like to think maybe they’ll do the right thing this time and puta
top light there.”

~

'he DOT isn’t known for responding to emotional appeals. In that vein, it's uncertain whether the death of a beautifu)

oung girl will convince them to finally install a signal at the Pumpkin Center interchange, any more than did the death
f Coleman, a powerful lawmaker in his day.

emember: It took years of complaints and tearfu] pleas before the DOT relented and began spending money to

:vamp Harlem-Grovetown Road, recognized as one of the deadliest avenues in the entire country. And even now,
\any residents and frequent travelers doubt the addition of extra width will be enough to'make the rural highway safer
especially as long as the accurately named “Dead Man’s Curve” remains a nasty feature. L

ke the Harlem-Grovetown Road, enough blood has been spilled at Pumpkin Center. It's long past time the DOT

1proved the intersection as it has the nearby road. It may be too late for Melissa Swett, for her family and her Harlem
.gh School friends, but it's never too late to protect future motorists.
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Augusta Chronicle
Thursday, January 04, 2001

EDITORIAL: Stoplight needed .

Augusta Chronicle Editorial Staff

The tragic Dec. 12 three-car crash that killed Harlem High junior Melissa Dawn Swett has built up more public
steam to construct a traffic light at the fatal site - the intersection of Appling-Harlem and Wrightsboro roads.

This intersection, locally known as Pumpkin Center, is one of the state's most dangerous. Although it's in
" Columbia County, the intersection is the state's responsibility and, says the Department of Transportation,
Pumpkin Center's traffic is not heavy enough to qualify for a stoplight. y

Only if the traffic is high volume enough will DOE then look at the accident rate to decide whether to instail a
signal. The agency has it backward. The accident rate, particularly regarding fatalities and injuries, should be
decisive, not the carcount.

DOT officially acknowledges four accidents at Pumpkin Center in 1998 and six in '99 (the latest years
available). But Ms. Swett's death was the second fatality there in five years and the traffic volume continues to
grow apace. Only days after the Swett tragedy, there was a near bus wreck at the intersection.

The problem, of course, isn't vehicle volume. It's that the intersection is confusing and, worse, dangerous
because sometimes approaching drivers can't see the intersection traffic pattern until it's too late. A stoplight is
the only way to end the confusion. ' :

Getting DOT to install the light is now a top priority oI Columbia Co unty's legislative delegation. They deserve.
the support of all of us who ever have to deal with that treacherous intersection. '
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ENGINEERING & ENVIRONMENTAL 7 Tenni lle D.O.T.
SERVICES DEPARTMENT .

December 13, 2000

Mr. Michael L. Thomas, P.E.

District Engineer

Georgia Department of Transportation
P.O.Box 8

Tennille, GA 31089-0008

Re:  Traffic Fatality .
Intersection of S.R. 221 & S.R. 223

Dear Mr. Thomas:

The intersection of Wrightsboro Road (State Route 221) and Appling-Harlem Rd. (State Route
223) has been of significant local concern for a long time. On December 12, 2000, a fatality
occurred at the subject intersection. ThlS 1s the second fatality at this location within
apprommately 5 years.

In response to concerns conveyed to me regarding safety at this intersection, and in light of this
recent fatality, I am requesting that the Department of Transportation evaluate the warrants for -
installing a stop and go traffic signal at this intersection. Itis my understanding that the number
of fatalities at an intersection is a factor in determining whether an intersection warrants a stop
and go traffic signal. Therefore, please consider the number of fatalities at this intersection when
evaluating the warrants for a stop and go traffic signal.

I appreciate the Department’s cooperation in jointly addressing Columbia County’s
transportation needs and offer any assistance that we may be able to provide in this situation. If
we may be of assistance, please contact me at (706) 868-3424 ext. 206,

Smcerel;.,

(s ‘/?47;{4

" "'J.ames A. Leiper, P.E.

County Engineer
cc: Commissioner Barry Fleming

Commissioner Frank Spears
. Roxanne Tankersley, Board of Education

P.O. Box 498 + Evans, GA 30809_ + Phone (706) 868-3420 = Fax: (706) §68-3381
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