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ORIGINAL TO GENERAL FILES

D.O.T. 66

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
STATE OF GEORGIA

INTERDEP ARTMENT CORRESPONDENCE

P. I. No. 0004401, Clayton County
MSL-0004-00(401)

~2ad ~g DATE April4,2005

.FROM (;?gafet B/ir~Sistant DirectorofPreconstruction .

TO ~ SEE DISTRIBUTION

FILE OFFICE Preconstruction

SUBJECT PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT APPROVAL

Attached for your files is the approval for subject project.,

MBP/cj

, Attachment

DISTRIBUTION:

David Mulling
Harvey Keepler
Ken Thompson
Jamie Simpson
Michael Henry
Keith Golden
Joe Pa1ladi(file copy)
Paul Liles
Babs Abubakari
Mike Thomas
BOARD MEMBER
Brent Story
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D.O.T.66

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
STATE OF GEORGIA

INTERDEPARTMENT CORRESPONDENCE

FILE P.I. No. 0004401 Clayton County
MSL-0004-00(401)

f) J~oad W~ DATE March24,2005

FROM ~&ret ~kle, P.E.,Assislm1tDirectorof Preconstruction
TO flY DavidE. Studstill,Jr., P.E., ChiefEngineer

OFFICE Preconstruction

SUBJECT PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT

This project is the widening of Tara Road from SR 920/McDonough Road to Panhandle Road for
a total of2.53 miles. The purpose of the proposed project is to improve safety and reduce traffic
congestion along Tara Road in Clayton County. This road experiences high peak hour traffic
volumes because it is a route for commuters between McDonough Road and SR 3/US 19/41
(Tara Boulevard). The existing two lane road is classified as an urban local road; however,
because of the density of the adjacent residential development, the current rural design of Tara
Road is inadequate to manage access to residential driveways and subdivisions. There were a
total of 94 accidents within the project limits during the inventoried years (2000, 2001, and 2002)
with the majority ofthe accidents being rear end and angle accidents, with almost half occurring
at the intersection of P!:!-nhandleRoad. Improvements will improve the overall flow of traffic on
Tara Road and reduce the risk of these kinds of accidents, as well as sideswipe and other types of
collisions. Base year traffic (2007) is 9,340 VPD and the design year (2027) traffic is 11,845
VPD.

The proposed construction will add a continuous center turn lane and improve shoulders,
including curb and gutter and sidewalks on both sides of the road. Construction will occur in
stages and will allow for the roadway to remain open during construction.

EnvironmentaJ concerns include requiring a COE 404 permit; a Categorical Exclusion be
prepared; a public information open house has beeti held; time saving procedures are not
appropriate.

The estimated costs for this project are:

PROPOSED

Right-of-Way & Utilities* Local

APPROVED FUNDING

$2,500,000 RRB

Local RRB

2006

FROGDAIE
Construction (includes E&C

and inflation) $2,410,000
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David Studstill
Page 2

P.I. No. 0004401

M¥ch 24, 2005

*Clayton County signed PMA on 11-14-03 for PE, right-of-way, utilities and construction.

I recommend this project concept be approved.

MBP:JDQ/cj

Attachment

CONCUR

APPROVE OJ~ ./LL£V //
David E. Studstill, Jr., P.E., Chief Engineer
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MSL-0004-00(401)Clayton OFFICE.roa~JJPI#OOO4401 I

DATE February 21,

Brent A. Story, P.E., State Road and Airport Design Engineefi'lS

Margaret B. Pirkle, P.E., Assistant Director of Preconstruction

SUBJECT Project Concept Report

Attached is the original copy of the Concept Report for your further handling for
approval in accordance with the Plan Development Process (PDP).

'BAS:JMD:ss

Distribution:

David Mulling, Project Review Engineer
Harvey Keepler, State Environment/Location Engineer
Keith Golden, State Traffic Safety and Design Engineer
Joe Palladi, State Transportation Planning Administrator
Jamie Simpson, State Transportation Financial Management Administrator
Thomas Howell, District Engineer, Thomaston
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

STATE OF GEORGIA
Office of RoC/,dDesign
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PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT

Project Number: MSL-0004-00(401)
County: Clayton -

P. 1.Number: 0004401

Federal Route Number: N/A
State Route Number: N/A

See page 2 for Locati.on sketch
Tara Roadfrom McDo.nough Road to Panhandle Road

Recommendation for approval:

DATE -z.lz'lo~-

~fI('~)AE,
!Project Manager -

.~~t$

bATE~O5

The concept as presented herein and submitted for approval is consistent with that which is
included 'in the Regional Transportation Improvement Plan (RTP) and the State Transportation
Improvement Program (STIP).

State Transportation Finaricial Management Engineer

State EnvironmentaI/Location Engineer

State Traffic Safety & Design Engineer

District Engineer

Project Review Engineer

Page 1

DATE 2/:t1/05

DATE

DATE

DATE

_DATE

DATE
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Project Number: MSL-0004-00( 401) - Tara Road Widening
P. I. Number: 000440 1

County: Clayton
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- Project Concept Report page 3 - --

.Project Number: MSL-0004-00(401) - Tara Road Widening. P. 1.Number:- 0004401 . -'
County: Clayton

Need and Purpose: - - - - -,-c -- --c---,-: :---:-,---,,:_,--ccc:: -
The purpose of the-proposed project is to improve -sa£etyand reduce traffic congestion along
Tara Road in Clayton County. This road experiences high peak hour traffic volumes because it
is a route for commuters between McDonough Road and SR 3/US 19/41 (Tara Bpulevard). Tara
Road also provides access to two elementary schools, one middle school, and one high school.
The existing roadway does _not provide separate left- and right-turn lanes to the major
subdivisions to help separate local and through traffic. The existing two-lane road is classified as
an urban local road; however, because of the density of the adjacent residential development, the
current rural design of Tara Road is inadequate to manage access to residential driveways and
subdivisions: -- -

There is no consistent typical section for the existing road. Existing conditions include several
short sections -of three-lane roadway, portions that have curb and gutter and portions with
sidewalk. -Theproposed projectwill provide a unifoml typical:section for the entire length of the
roadway. The portion between Panhandle Road and US 41 is currently under contract to be
widened to three lanes and the proposed project' s typical section will match this. It is anticipated
that federal funding may be used to guarantee the state issued bonds being used to fund these
improvements from McDonough Road to Panhandle Road.
The proposed project has been identified by Clayton County_in its Comprehensive Plan and is
listed:in.the Atlanta Regional Commission's (ARC) 2025 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) as
project CL-099 and is programrlled for construction in fiscal year 2007. The project is described
as inCludinga center turn lane, improving shoulder width and the construction of sidewalks from
McDonough Road to US-4l. - - - - - -
According to the 1999 adopted future land use plan, with revised land use categorIes as of
January 2003, the land use adjacent to this corridor is assigned as medium density reSidential
(four 'units per acre). Residential development patterns along this corridor are well defined, and
peak hour traffic conditions along Tara'Road would greatly improve with a three-lane section
with separate left and right turn lanes at key intersections. Detailed analysis concerning existing
and futureprojeded traffic volUmes along the project corridor is -discussed -in subsequent
sections. -

\ Description ofthe proposed project: -

The proposed _projectconsists of the widening of Tara Road from SR 920/McDonough Road
(MP 2.87) to Panhandle Road (MP 0.34) to provide a consistent three lane urban section for a
total length of2.53 miles. The proposed project would add a continuous center left turn lane and
improved shoulders, including curb and gutter and sIdewalks on Qoth sides of the road. Which
will improve safety and reduce traffic congestion along Tara Road.
The logical western project terminus would occur at McDonough'Road as this is a three:..way
intersection and all traffic is required to turn either left or right. The capacity of McDonough
Road is adequate to accommodate the existing and projected turning movements at this
intersection..- The logical eastern project terminus would occur at Panhandle Road where the
proposed project would tie into an adjacent project that continues the three-lane section of Tara
Road to Tara BlvdlUS 41. -



ProjectConceptReportpage4
ProjectNumber: MSL-0004-00(401)- Tara RoadWidening
P. 1.Number: 0004401
County: Clayton

. Jstheproject located ina Non"attainment area? -Y... Yes. . No.

The conforming plan's model description is the same as stated above; however, the model
description identifies the eastern tenninus occurring at US 41. The portion of Tara Road from
Panhandle Road to US 41 is to be widened under a separat~ contract with GDOT.

PDP Classification: Major -.-:L-. Minor

Federal Oversight: Full Oversight ( ), Exempt(-Y), State Funded(-Y), or Other ( )

Functional Classification: Urban Local Street

U; S. Route Number(s): N/A State Route Number(s): N/A

Traffic (AADT): Current Year: 9,340 (2007) Design Year: 11,845 (2027)

Existing design features:" .

. . Typical Section: Pavement width varies from two to three rural lanes depending on location,
with curb andguttet and sidewalk in areas near subdivision entrances. Turning lanes and
deceleration/acceleration lanes also exist at a number of intersections. Variable width grass

. shoulders with open ditch. .

. Posted speed.40 mph Minimum radius for curve~OO'

. Maximum super-elevation rate for curve: 4%

. Maximum grade: 7% .

. Width of right of way: 60,- 80 ft.

. Major structures: None

. Major interchanges or intersections along the project: At-grade intersections at McDonough,
Fitzgerald, English, Folsom and Panhandle Roads

. Existing length of roadway segment: 2.53 miles

. Milelogs: Begin:MP 0.34 (panhandleRoad) End: MP 2.87 (McDonoughRoad)

Proposed Design Features:. Proposed typical section: Three lane urban section consisting of two 12' travel lanes,
separated by a 12' continuous two-way left tUnl lane; 12' shoulders with 30" curb & gutter
and 5' sidewalks on both sides .. Proposed Design Speed Mainline: 40 mph

. ProposedMaximumgradeMainline: 7%. Proposed Maximum grade Side Street: 7%. Proposed Maximum grade driveway: 15 %. Proposed Minimum radius for curve: 1145'
. Proposed Maximum super-elevation rate for curve:
. Proposed Maximum degree of curve: 5°00' 00"
. Rightofway

0 Width:
0 Easements:

0 Type of access control:

Maximum grade allowable 7%
Maximum grade allowable 7%

Maximum radius allowable n/a
4%

Maximum degree allowable 7°51II

80 ft Nonnal

Temporary (X), Pennanent ( ), Utility ( ), Other ( )
Full ( ), Partial ( ), By Pennit (X), Other ()
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Project NU11J.ber:MSL-0004-00(401) - Tara Road Widening
P. I. Num~er: 0004401
County: Clayton

0 Number of parcels: 50 Numb~r S!f.<li~l?l~cem_eI),t~:.
- .- -- -- H' .- --C'-:-- .__: :._=---,---:-C.:- - .- -- --~-

B
--- -~ '-- ,.-,.- .-.

- - - -- 0 usmess:
0 Residences:
0 Mobile homes:

0 Other:

Q
Q
Q
0

. Structures:
0 Bridges: There are no proposed bridges on the proiect
0 Retaining walls: None anticipated

. Major intersections: At this time, the following actions are proposed at intersections along
the project. The intersection of Fitzgerald Road may require 500' - 800' of horizontal and/or
vertical alignment modifications based °!l required geometry with respect to the widening of .

Tara Road. The intersectiQnwith Rosewood Circle may require slight alignment corrections.
Right-of-way miters for a planned traffic signal are planned for the intersection with Folsom
Road/Pine forest Lane, aIida northbound right turn lane is planned .on Folsom Road. The
intersection with Roca Lane may require alignment corrections. During project
development, these and other major intersections would be evaluated to detennine is

-,additional lanes and/or other iniprovements would be warranted based on an analysis traffic
volUmes,accident data, and controlling sight distance. .

. Traffic control during construction: -Construction would occur in stages and would allow for
. ,theroadwayto remain open duringconstruction. Staged constructionwouldbe dividedinto
phases to allow for partial width construction. Minor detours may be required to provide

. .access to properties with frontage and current access to Tara Road. Access will be
maintained during all construction phases of the project.

. Design Exceptions for controlling criteria anticipated:
UNDETERMINED YES

. () ()
( ) ( )

.( ) ( )
( ) ( )
( ) ( )
( ) ()
( ) ( )
( ) ( )
( ) ( )
( ) ( )
( ) . ( )
( ) ( )

HORIZONTAL ALIGNMENT:
ROADWAY WIDTH:
SHOULDER WIDTH:
VERTICAL GRADES:
CROSS SLOPES:
STOPPING SIGHT DISTANCE:
SUPERELEV ATION RATES:
HORIZONTAL CLEARANCE:
SPEED DESIGN:
VERTICAL CLEARANCE:
BRIDGE WIDTH: .

BRIDGE STRUCTURAL CAPACITY:

. Design Variances: None anticipated at this time.

NO
(X)
(X)
(X)
(X)
(X)
(X)
ex)
(X)
(X)
(X)
(X)
(X)

. Environmental concerns: The project may cause stream impacts in two locations within the
project termini, one associated with a tributary of Flint River near the western project
terminus at McDonough Road and one asso<:;iatedwith a tributary of Wallis Creek. Field
surveys would be made and infonnation databases would be researched to determine the
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Project Number: MSL-0004-00( 401) - Tara Road Widening
P. 1.Number: 0004401
County: Clayton

'"

extent of impact if any as the plaadevelopment process proceeds. A Section 404 Nationwide
Permit Applicationfrom the Corps of Engineers (CaE) is not anticipatedat this time. .. An
Ecology Assessment will be performed as part ofthe environmental analysis for this project.

If stream and!or wetland impacts are found, there are two mitigation options:
0 Option 1- Purchase the compensation credits at a commercial mitigation bank (preferred)
0 Option2- Createa wetlandandup-gradethe tributaryon site. .

Section 106 Coordination is anticipated, including. an investigation of historical and
archeological resources in the project. A survey for these resources will be conducted as part
ofthe environmental analysis for the project and reported in the appropriate document.

There were noUST locations observed in the initial environmental screening.

. Level of environmental analysis:
0 Are Time Savings Procedures appropriate? Yes ( ) No (X)
0 GEP A Type B Letter ( )
0 Categorical exclusion (X) . .

~ Environmental AssessmentlFinding of No Significant Impact (FaNS!) ( ), or
0 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) ( ).

. Utility involvements: The following is a list of utilities and contact person (if available) with
facilities within the project area:

UTILITY
Atlanta Gas Light
BellSouth
Georgia Transmission
Georgia Power
Media One Cable
COMCAST
Prestige Cable
Sawnee Electric
Clayton County Publics Works

Project responsibilities:
. Design: Clayton County
. Right of Way Acquisition: Clayton County
. Relocation of Utilities: Clayton County
. Letting to contract: Clayton County
. Supervision of construction: Clayton County
. Providing material pits: Contractor (if required)
. Providing detours: Contractor (if required)
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~. ?roject Number: MSL-0004-00(401) - Tara Road Widening

. P. 1.Number: 0004401 .

. County: Clayton

Coordination

. The Concept Meeting held September 23, 2004

. P. A. R. meetings, dates and results: Not Applicable

. FEMA, USCG, and/or TVA: Not Applicable

. Public involvement: Public fuformation Open House held December 9,2004.

. Local government comments: None

. Other projects in the area:
0 GDOT Project STP-2564(4), PI No. 742870: .

Widening of SR 920IMcDonough Road fTomSR 54 to US 19/41/SR 3/Tara Boulevard
fromtwo to four lanes.Constructionis scheduledfor FY-10. .

. .

0 GDOT/Clayton County project PROOO~SO05-00(721),P.I.No. SO05721: .

'. Widening of Tara Road from Panhandle Road to Tara Blvd. Construction in FY 2005.
. Other coordination to date. An early coordination meeting involving GDOT, Clayton County

and their consultants was held January 13, 2004 to discuss the scope of work for the project.
Early Coordination letters have been sent to all stakeholder agencies in order to allow th~m .

to provide input on the project and to help advise .of any unforeseen environmental concerns
withinthe projectarea. . .'. Railroads: No railroads are located within the project limits.

:,.. Scheduling - Responsible Parties' Estimate. .
. Time to complete the environmental process:
. Time to complete preliminary construction plans:
. Time to complete right of way plans:
. Time to complete the Section 404 Permit:
. Time to complete final constru~tion plans:
. Time to complete to purchase right ofway:

-LMonths.
~Months.
~ Months.
~Months.
~Months.
~Moriths;

Other alternates considered:
No-Build Alternative'
Under.this alternative, no action would be taken to construct the project, and existing congest~on
and peak hour delay would continue to occur along Tara Road

Attachments:
1. Cost Estimates:

a.ConstruCtion including E&C
b. Right of Way
c. Utilities.

2. Typical sections
3. Accident Summary
4. CapacityAnalysis .

5. Minutes of Early Coordination Meeting held January 13, 2004
6. Minutes of Concept Team Meetings held September 23,2004
7. LGPA& GRTAAddendumto LGPA .

8. Location and Design Notice
9. Conforming plan's network schematics showing tlu:ulanes
10.Traffic Assignment Diagrams
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Project Number: MSL-0004-00(401) - Tara Road Widening
P. 1. Number: 0004401

County: Clayton
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SCORING RESULTS AS PER TOPPS 2440-2

Proiect Number: MSL-0004-00(401) County: Clavton I PI No.: 0004401
I

Report Date: FebrualY 21, 2005 Concept Bv: .Clavton Co. - Moreland Altobelli & Assoc.
DOT Office: Road and Airport Desicm

[8] CONCEPT
Consultant: Moreland Altobelli & Assoc. <

<

Project Type: [8] Major< [8] Urban 0 ATMS
Choose One.From Each Column DMinor 0 Rural 0 Bridge

0 Building
0 Interchange
0 < Intersection
0 Interstate

0 NewLocation «

[g]Widening & Reconstruction

0 Miscellaneous <
«

<

FOCUS AREAS SCORE RESULTS

Presentation

Judgement <

Environmental

Right-of-Way

Utility

Constructa bility

Schedule



SUMMARY bF PROJECT COSTS

Tara Road -Project No. MSL-0004-00(401) Clayton Co.. .

P. I. No. 0004401

Non-Construction Costs

A.

B.
Right of Way
Reimbursable Utilities

LGPA

LGPA

Total Non-Construction Cost LGPA

Construction Costs

C.
D.
E.
F.
G.
H.
1.
J.

Major Structures

Grading and Earthwork

Drainage .

Base and Paving

Sign, Stripe & Light
Traffic Control

Landscaping & Erosion Control
Miscellaneous Construction Items

Construction Cost Subtotal

$0

. $200,000
$320,100

$561,550

$249,445

$70,000

$391,000 .

$100,'000

$1,892,095

Three years of inflation @ 5%
E & C; 10%

$298,241

$189,210

Total Construction Cost $2,379,546
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File: MSL-0004-00(401), Clayton County
P.I. No. 0004401

Office: Traffic Safety & Design
Atlanta, Georgia

Date: March 03, 2005

From: 't"Keith Golden, P.E., State Traffic Safety and Design Engineer

To: Meg Pirkle, Assistant Director of Preconstruction

Subject: Project Concept Report Review

We have reviewed the above referenced concept report for the proposed
widening and route improvements along Tara Road, in Clayton County.

The Office of Traffic Safety and Design finds this report satisfactory for
approval because it will improve safety and traffic operations within this area.

KG/SZ/nr

Attachment (signature page)

Cc: Harvey Keepler, State Environment /Location Engineer
Paul Liles, State Bridge Engineer
David Mulling, State Review Engineer
Thomas Howell, District 3 Engineer

Attn.: David Millen, District Preconstruction Engineer
Joe Palladi, State Transportation Planning Administrator
Jamine Simpson, Financial Management Administrator
Brent A. Story, State Road and Airport Design Engineer

Attn.: Mike Davidson, Design Group Manager
General Files
Office Files
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FILE:

FROM:

TO:

SUBJECT:

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
STATE OF GEORGIA

-------------------------

INTERDEP ARTMENT AL CORRESPONDENCE

OFFICE: Engineering ServicesMSL-0004-00(401) Clayton
P.I. No. 0004401
Tara Road WideningfReconstruction

DATE:

David Mulling, Project Review Engineer 1(tPI

Meg Pirkle, Assistant Director of Preconstruction

CONCEPT REPORT

March 21,2005

We have reviewed the Concept Report from Brent Story dated February 21,2005
and have no comments.

The'costs for the project are:

Construction

Inflation (2 years)
E&C
Reimbursable Utilities

Right of Way

$1.892.095
$298,24i
$219,034
LGPA
LGPA

REW

c: Brent Story, Attn.: Mike Davidson
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
STATE OF GEORGIA

- __.m ... n "-'-'-" --
.-- .-. ,u - OfficeofRoad Design"

PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT

Project Number: MSL-0004-00(401)
County: Clayton

P. 1.Number: 0004401

Federal Route Number: N/A
State Route Number: N/A

See page 2 for Location sketch
Tara Road from McDonough Road to Panhandle Road

Recommendation for approval:

DATE
~D5

. ..

~ f/(~) AE.

prOjectMana~ ~
~istrict Engineer

DATE z./Zljo :;,~.

The concept as presented herein and submitted for approval is consistent with that which is
included in the Regional Transportation Improvement Plan (RTP) and the State Transportation
Improvement Program (STIP).

DATE
State Transportation Planning Administrator

DATE

State Transportation Financial Management Engineer

DATE

State EnvironmentaVLocation Engineer

DATE

State Traffic Safety & Design Engineer

..DATE

District Engineer

DATE

Project Review Engineer

Page 1
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
. STATEOF...eReRGIA

Officeof RorrdDesign

PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT

Project Number: MSL.0004~00(401)
COlUlty:Clayton

P. I. Number: 0004401

Federal Route Number: N/A
State Route Nu.mber: N/A

See page 2 for Location sketch
. Tara Road from McDo.noughRoad (0 Panhandle Road

Recommendation for approval: .

DATE

.DATE

(X,lal/O5

z./-z.Ijo ~-

~ !I(.C2kv)
jlPr. OJect Manager .

..~~~.. fflce HeadJDistrict Engmeer

?:E.

The co~~tPt"aspresented herein and submitted for approval is consistent with that which is
included iuthe Regional Transportation Improvement Plan (RTP) and the State Transportation
Improveinent Program (STIP). '. .

DATE

DATE ;l--)(I~or ortauonp1an~;mt"'
T '

F" 1~ E
.

ransportation manCla anagement ngrneer

DATE

DATE

.DATE

DATE

'"

State EnvironmentallLocation Engineer

State Traffic Safety & Design Engineer

District Engineer.

Project Review Engineer

Page 1
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~~ DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

STATE OF GEORGIA
. Office.of Road Design

PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT

Project Number: MSL-0004-00(401)
County: Clayton

P. 1.Number: 0004401

Federal Route Number: N/A
State Route Number: N/A

See page 2 for Location sketch
Tara Roadfrom McDo.nough Road to Panhandle Road

Recommendation for approval:

DATE

DATE

()/B.I/O5 ~ 1J(~) ~E,
!Proj ect Manager

~A~ffice Head/District Engineer
-Z/Z,I/O!>-

The concept as presented herein and submitted for approval is consistent With that which is
included in the Regional Transportation Improvement Plan (RTP) and the State Transportation
Improvement Program (STIP). .

DATE

DATE

DATE

DATE

.DATE

DATE

State Transportation Planning Adminis1rator

'2. Zt!? 0.5'

State Traffic Safety & Design Engineer

Dis1rictEngineer

Project Review Engineer

Page 1
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'. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
STATE OF GEORGIA

Office of R,.oadDesign
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PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT

. ProjectNumber: MSL-0004-00(401)
County: Clayton

P. 1.Number: 0004401

Federal Route NUmber: N/A
State Route Number: N/A

. See page 2for Location sketch
Tara Road from McDo.nough Road to Panhandle Road

Recommendation for approval:

DATE (X /9.1106
If.

~/z,,/o~-

~f/(..~)
!Project Manager

.~?4~. ffice Head/Dlstrict Engmeer

~E.

DATE

The concept as presented herein and submitted for approval is consistent with that which is
included in the Regional Transportation Improvement Plan (RTP) and the State Transportation
Improvement Program (STIP).

State Transportation Planning Administrator

State Transportation Financial Management Engineer

District Engineer

Project Review Engineer

Page 1

DATE

DATE

DATE

DATE y')

. DATE

DATE










































































