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FILE STP00-0003-00(625) Bleckley DATE   January 14, 2013 
 PI 0003625 
 SR 87 FM 0.2 Mi N of CR 141/Foskey Rd to CR 166/Dykes Circle 
  
FROM Neal O’Brien, District Preconstruction Engineer 
  
TO Brent Story, State Design Policy Engineer 
 
 Attention:  Kim Phillips 
 
SUBJECT Detour Approval 
  
Description of Project Proposal:  The project proposes to widen State Route (SR) 87/the Cochran 
Bypass in Bleckley County from one 12-foot lane in each direction to two 12-foot lanes in each 
direction separated by a 14-foot flush median with 10-foot rural shoulders (4 feet paved) 
throughout the project except in the area of the railroad bridge where the median and shoulders 
are reduced to four and eight feet respectively.  An overpass bridge will be constructed at the 
railroad crossing.  The project begins at approximately MP 4.10 at an existing 5-lane section south 
of Cochran to approximately MP 8.50 at an existing 4-lane section north of Cochran for a total 
length of approximately 4.4 miles. 
 
Concept or Concept Update Approval Date:  Revised Concept Approval 02/11/2011. 
 
Reason a detour is required:  The original concept report proposed a temporary on-site detour be 
constructed; however a Value Engineering (VE) Study completed in February 2010 suggested that 
the on-site detour be removed and a temporary off-site detour be utilized, saving $916,741 in 
construction cost.  The detour would also reduce local disruption caused by the hauling, grading 
and compaction of 460,000 CY of import material at the crossing.  The temporary off-site detour is 
expected to last approximately 12 months. 
 
Environmental Assessment of the proposed detour route:  The Office of Environmental Services 
is currently in the process of completing the environmental document for the proposed project.  
Evaluation of the detour route will be included in this documentation.  No impacts are anticipated 
at this time.  The route is currently a functioning state route/U.S. route and should not require any 
improvements.  The environmental document is anticipated to be approved by December, 2013. 
 
Public Information Meeting for Proposed Detour (Detour Meeting) Results: 

 Detour Meeting – November 8, 2012 
o A joint PIOH and Detour Open House were held on November 8, 2012 at the 

Bleckley County High School.  The total number in attendance was 46, resulting in 
nine comments, eight in support and one against.  The comments were 1) explain 
the need and purpose of the project, 2) explain the environmental process, 3) 
discuss public transportation plans, 4) evaluate the need for a signal at Cook Road 
and 5) evaluate the need for left-turn signals at SR 26 and SR 87.  The following 
officials attended the meeting:  Chris Coley, Cochran Police Department; Mike Smith, 
Cochran-Bleckley EMA; Robert Brockman, Bleckley County Sole Commissioner.  No 
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