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Need and Purpose:  

The purpose of this project is to increase pedestrian safety, mobility, and access through the 
addition of sidewalks along SR 8 from Moreland Avenue to North Decatur Road. The proposed 
pedestrian improvements are part of a larger network of existing and planned sidewalks and trails 
that aim to improve pedestrian safety and to provide alternate modes of transportation in the 
region. The proposed sidewalks will connect areas of existing sidewalks and trails to the west 
and east of the proposed project corridor. 

Presently, sidewalks exist along one or both sides of SR 8 for approximately half of the length of 
the project. In several areas, existing sidewalks are in poor condition and have substandard 
widths. There are well-traveled footpaths in several stretches lacking sidewalks along SR 8, 
indicating a substantial amount of pedestrian traffic. This is particularly evident in the eastern 
portion of the project corridor. The proposed project would add sidewalks in areas currently 
without them, and would replace any existing sidewalks that have substandard widths or are in 
poor condition. The exception to this would be on the north side of SR 8 along the periphery of 
Deepdene Park (bounded to the east and west by North Ponce de Leon Avenue). Here, a 10-foot 
asphalt trail with new granite and drainage improvements would be added. The design of this 
trail conforms with Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) Project TEE-0008-00(115), 
DeKalb County, P.I. No. 0008115.  

The addition of sidewalks along SR 8 within the project area would provide residents, visitors, 
and commuters with safer, more direct, and convenient access to and from visitor and 
recreational facilities, commercial areas, and residences along SR 8. In addition, connecting 
areas of existing sidewalks to the east and west of the project area and along intersecting streets 
within the project area could facilitate increased pedestrian traffic in the area.   

GDOT recommends that Project No. STP00-0002-00(404) in DeKalb County be divided into 
two separate projects as identified in the following table: 

Project No. Limits 
STP00-0002-00(404) South Ponce de Leon Avenue, MP 1.45 to Westchester Drive, 

MP 3.00  
STP00-0000-00(000) Moreland Avenue, MP 0.0 to South Ponce de Leon Avenue, 

MP 1.45; Westchester Drive, MP 3.00 to North Decatur Road, 
MP 4.15. Project STP00-0002-00(404) should be an exception to 
this new project. An original project number is requested for this 
project. 
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Description of the proposed project:  

As programmed, the SR 8 sidewalk improvement project, STP00-0002-00(404), PI No. 0002404, 
begins at the intersection of Moreland Avenue and Ponce de Leon Avenue, MP 0.0, and ends at 
the intersection of Scott Boulevard and North Decatur Road, MP 4.15. The total project length is 
4.15 miles. This project consists of the addition of sidewalk, upgrade of existing sidewalk to 
current ADA standards, and drainage improvements. This project should be constructed in two 
phases as follows: 

Phase 1, Project STP00-0002-00(404) would be on the north side of SR 8 along the periphery of 
Deepdene Park (bounded to the east and west by North Ponce de Leon Avenue) and from South 
Ponce de Leon, MP 1.45 to Westchester Drive, MP 3.00.  Along Deepdene Park, the proposed 
pedestrian improvements include an 8-foot-wide asphalt path set back approximately 20 feet 
from existing SR 8, traversing the length of Deepdene Park. This portion of the project ties into 
and is consistent with the Deepdene Park Phase IV Improvements Project (Project TEE-0008-
00(115), DeKalb County, P.I. No. 0008115). Drainage improvements would be provided as 
needed in the area of Deepdene Park. From Garden Lane to Westchester Drive, improvements 
consist of a new 5-foot sidewalk and ADA ramps along the east side of Ponce de Leon Avenue. 
Traffic signals would not be affected by this project.   

Phase 2, Project STP00-0000-00(000) consists of adding 5-foot sidewalk on both sides of Ponce 
de Leon Avenue from Moreland Avenue, MP 0.0, to South Ponce de Leon Avenue, MP 1.45, 
and from Westchester Drive, MP 3.00, to North Decatur Road, MP 4.15. SR 8 is an existing 
four-lane road with curb and gutter and granite curb. In areas of existing curb and gutter, the 
gutter has been paved. To maintain existing lane widths and minimize impacts, existing curb and 
gutter would be replaced by header curb. New granite curb would replace the existing.  Existing 
sidewalk along the corridor would be evaluated for its condition and be replaced as needed.  

The horizontal and vertical alignments for the four-lane pavement would remain as they exist. 
The project crosses under an existing railroad bridge. The bridge would not be affected by the 
project. Where retaining walls are required, they will be located at the back of sidewalk and will 
be concrete with a granite facing.   

It is not the intent of this improvement project to relocate utility facilities. 
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Is the project located in a non-attainment area?      X  Yes    No.  

The STP00-0002-00(404) proposed concept of sidewalk improvements along SR 8 is 
consistent with the regional transportation model.

PDP Classification: Minor, Existing  

Federal Oversight: Full Oversight ( ),  Exempt(X),  State Funded(  ),   or Other (   ) 

Functional Classification:  Urban Principal Arterial

U. S. Route Number(s):        278 and 23 State Route Number(s):       8 
  
Traffic (AADT):  (2008) 30,610 vpd 

Existing design features:  
• Typical Section: Four 10-foot to 12-foot through travel lanes with granite curb or with 

concrete curb and gutter (gutter paved) and sidewalk.   

• Posted speed:  35 mph along Ponce de Leon Avenue 
                                    45 mph along Scott Boulevard 

     
• Minimum radius: 340 feet 

• Maximum grade: (mainline) 5%     
                                         (driveway) 28% 

• Width of right of way:  60 to 90 feet     

• Major structures: Railroad bridge overpass 

• Major interchanges or intersections along the project:   SR 8 (Scott Boulevard) and North 
Decatur Road 

• Existing length of roadway segment:   
o Mainline: 4.15 miles 

Proposed Design Features:   
• Proposed typical section(s):

o Four 10-foot to 12-foot through lanes will remain the same. 
o Concrete sidewalk will be placed where no sidewalk exists. Existing granite curb 

will be replaced with new granite curb. Existing concrete curb and gutter (gutter 
paved over) will be replaced with header curb. 
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o Back of curb and gutter or granite curb will be 2-foot stamped concrete with 5-
foot sidewalk. An 8-foot trail will be constructed along Deepdene Park. During 
the preliminary design phase, varying the width of the stamped concrete to 
minimize impacts to properties and to avoid obstacles will be considered.   

• Design Speed Mainline:  35 mph – Ponce de Leon Avenue (no change) 
     45 mph – Scott Boulevard (no change) 

• Maximum Grade Mainline:     5.00% (no change)  

• Proposed Maximum Grade Driveway:     (no change) 

o Residential: 27% if Fill, 28% in cut (with 10-foot vertical curve) 
o Commercial: 11% Fill and Cut 

• Minimum Radius:  340 feet (no change) 

• Right of Way 
o Width: Varies 60 feet to 100 feet (no change) 
o Easements: Temporary ( X ), Permanent (X  ), Utility (  ), Other (  ). 
o Type of access control: Full (  ), Partial (), By Permit ( X ), Other (  ). 

o Number of parcels: 1   Number of displacements: 
o Business: 0
o Residences: 0
o Mobilehomes: 0
o Other: 0

• Structures: 
o Bridges:  No impact to railroad bridge overpass 
o Retaining walls:  Various locations, gravity 

• Major intersections and interchanges:  SR 8 (Scott Boulevard) at North Decatur Road 

• Traffic control during construction:  Traffic and access to driveways will be maintained 
at all times during construction.   

• Design exceptions to controlling criteria anticipated:   
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Undetermined Yes No 
Horizontal Alignment: ( ) ( X) (  ) 
Roadway Width: ( ) ( ) ( X ) 
Shoulder Width: ( ) ( ) ( X ) 
Vertical Grades: ( ) ( ) ( X ) 
Cross Slopes: ( ) ( ) ( X ) 
Stopping Sight Distance: ( ) ( ) ( X ) 
Superelevation Rates: ( ) ( ) ( X ) 
Horizontal Clearance: ( ) ( ) ( X ) 
Speed Design: ( ) ( ) ( X ) 
Vertical Clearance: ( ) ( ) ( X ) 
Bridge Width: ( ) ( ) ( X ) 
Bridge Structural Capacity: ( ) ( ) ( X ) 

• Design variances:  Utilities 

• Environmental concerns:  mature trees, granite curb, abandoned trolley tracks 
(archaeological resources), public parks, historic resources 

• Level of environmental analysis: 
o Are Time Savings Procedures appropriate?   Yes (X ),  No ( ) 
o Categorical Exclusion, Anticipated ( X ), 
o Environmental Assessment/Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) (  ) or 
o Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) (  ) 

• Utility involvements: The following have possible utilities located within the project 
limits: 

o Atlanta Gas Light Company 
o BellSouth Telecommunications 
o Georgia Power 
o DeKalb County Watershed Management 
o Comcast 
o (Others to be determined) 

  
Project responsibilities: 

o Design:  GDOT 
o Right of Way Acquisition:  DeKalb 
o Relocation of Utilities:  DeKalb 
o Letting to contract:  GDOT 
o Supervision of construction:  GDOT 
o Providing material pits:  Contractor 
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Coordination 
• Initial concept meeting date:  August 3, 2007 
• Concept meeting date:  October 5, 2007 
• PAR meetings, dates and results: N/A 
• FEMA, USCG, and/or TVA:  N/A 
• Public involvement:  PIOH 

• Local government comments:  TBD 
• Other projects in the area:  None 
• Other coordination to date:  None to date 
• Railroads: None

Scheduling – Responsible Parties’ Estimate 
• Time to complete the environmental process:      9     Months. 
• Time to complete preliminary construction plans:    6     Months. 
• Time to complete right of way plans:      3      Months. 
• Time to complete the Section 404 Permit: ___N/A___Months. 
• Time to complete final construction plans:     4   Months. 
• Time to complete to purchase right of way:     6     Months. 
• List other major items that will affect the project schedule: TEE-0008-00(115); CSBRG-

0007-00(131) 

Other alternates considered:   
1. No build – The purpose of this project is to address safety and pedestrian mobility 

issues.  This option would not accomplish this purpose. 

Construction Phasing: 
  
GDOT recommends that Project STP00-0002-00(404) be split into two phases.  The construction 
budget is $923,000, therefore, it is recommended that the project be constructed as identified 
below: 

Phase 1 – South Ponce de Leon Avenue to Westchester Drive, construct 8-foot-wide trail, 
construct new granite curb and drainage along Deepdene Park, replace existing sidewalk and 
construct drainage improvements along the south side of Ponce de Leon Avenue along the limits 
of Deepdene Park, and add 5-foot sidewalk from Garden Lane to Westchester Drive.  This phase 
will use the existing programmed construction funds. 

Phase 2 – Replace existing sidewalk and granite curb from Moreland Avenue to South Ponce de 
Leon Avenue with Project STP00-0002-00(404) as an exception.  Replace existing sidewalk and 
add sidewalk and header curb from Westchester Drive to North Decatur Road. It is 
recommended that a new project number and funding be established for this phase. 

Cost estimates have been prepared for the two phases. 



Project Concept Report Page 9 
Project Number: STP00-0002-00(404) 
PI Number: 0002404 
County: DeKalb 

Comments:   

Attachments: 
1. Cost Estimates: 

a. Phase 1 STP00-0002-00(404) 
i. Construction including E&I and contingency 

ii. Utilities 
iii. Right of way 

b. Phase 2 STP00-0000-00(000) 
i. Construction including E&I and contingency 

ii. Utilities  
iii. Right of way 

2. Typical Section 
3. Notice of Location and Design Approval 
4. Concept Team Meeting Minutes
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