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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
STATE OF GEORGIA

INTERDEPARTMENT CORRESPONDENCE

Fll..E OFFICE PreconstructionP.I. No. 0000545, Brooks-Colquitt Counties1
STP-OOOO-OO(545)

SR 1313'Widening from Old Quitman RoadlCR 1
To Ol~~erli~oad/CR 256' DATE March 20, 2006

FROM ~L~P.E., AssistantDirectorofPreconstroction

TO ~ Davi1E. Studstill, Jr., P.E., Chief Engineer
SUBJECT PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT

This project is the w~deningand reconstruction ofSR 133 from old Quitman RoadlCR 1, where it
ties into project STPrOOOO-00(544),to Old Berlin RoadlCR 256, where it ties into project STP-
0000-00(546). The total project length is 9.63 miles. The existing roadway consists of three, 12'
lanes(1 northbound,I 1 southbound,1 southboundpassinglane)withrural shouldersfrom 1900'
south of SR 122 to 2fJOO'north of WilliamsRoad and two, 12' lanes with rural shoulders for the
remainingproject linlits. The existing major structures are (1) double 9' x 5' box culvert at Pike
Branch; (2) triple 8' * 5' bridge culvert at unnamed stream 1600' north of McAllister Road; (3)
quintuple 10' x 5' brilige culvert at Okapilco Creek. State Route 133 is a major north-south

corridor and is part.4fthe Governor's Road Improvement Program (GRIP). As part of this
program, the existing SR 133 is to be multilaned. The base year traffic (2010) is 5,150 VPD and
the design year (2030) traffic is 7,725 VPD. The posted speed varies from 45 MPH to 55 MPH

and the design SP1Will vary wm 55 MPH to 65 MPH.
The propo~ed constfction will consist of~dening .the existing t~o lane SR 133 to ~ four lane
roadway WIthturn

~
., ,.esas needed. The project begins at Old Qwtman RoadlCR 1 WItha 44'

depressed median ty ,I)calsection which transitions from a 20' raised medianjust outside of
Morven city limits "project STP-0000-00(544). The widening of the existing roadway shifts

from one side to thejpther in a number of places to avoid historic resources and property
displacements.The proposed 44' depressed median section transitions to a 24' raised grassed
median typical sectiqn, shiftingto symmetricalwidening in order to avoid impacts to historic
properties from SR 333 to Hempstead Church Road. The 24' raised grassed median typical
section becomes a 2

~

~'raised concrete median at Hempstead Church Road and the widening shifts
from symmetricalto>wideningto the east. The 24' raised concrete median typical section is
maintainedfor the rmainder of the project which terminates at Old Berlin RoadlCR 256.

Environmental conc~s include requiring a COE 404 permit; an Environmental Assessmentwin

be prepared; a PUblirbearing open house will be held; time saving procedures are not appropriate.
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David Studstill

Page 2

P. I. No. 0000545, Brooks
March 20, 2006

*LGPA sent 8-14-02requesting Brooks County do utilities; Colquitt County signed LGPA for
utilities 2-25-02.

This project is part of the Governor's Road Improvement Program (GRIP). I recommend this
project concept be approved.

MBP:JDQ/cj

Attachment

CONCUR ~
Buddy atton, P.E., Director of Preconstruct ion

APPROVE v~ r.._/~,/
David E. Studstill, Jr., P.E., Chief Engineer

PROPOSED APPROVED FUNDING PROG DATE

Construction (includes E&C
and inflation) $29,321,000 $28,994,000 EDS LR

Right-of-Way $ 2,750,000 $ 5,531,000 EDS 2008

Utilities* $2,512,000
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I

~Joe W. Sheffield, P.E., District Engineer 1i6

Johnny Quarles, Project Concept Review gineer

SUBJECT CONCEPT REPORT SIGNA TURE PAGE
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~
Please find attached a cover sheet for the above referenced project bearing my signature.
The District supports the project and looks forward to its completion.

If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at (229) 386-3280.

JWS/bt

c: David Norwood, Design Group Manager
Brent Thomas, District Preconstruction Engineer

Attachment
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Office of Consultant Design
PROJECT CONCEPT REPORT

Project Number: STP-0000-00(545)
Counties: BROOKS/COLQUITT

P.I. Number: 0000545

Recommendation for approval:

Zf5/oro

DATE -:d~ (Ob

Federal Route Number: N/A
State Route Number: 133

~
M//~

Project Mana~J- ~~.
State Consultant Design Engineer

DATE

The concept as presented herein and submitted for approval is consistent with that which is included in
the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP).

DATE State Transportation Planning Administrator

DATE Office of Financial Management Administrator

DATE State Environmental/Location Engineer

DATE
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State Traffic Safety and Design Engineer

~lIk ~rict Engineer

DATE Project Review Engineer

DATE State Bridge & Structural Design Engineer
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Project Concept Report Page 2 
Project Number: STP-0000-00(545)  

 

P.I. Number: 0000545 
Counties: BROOKS/COLQUITT 
 
 
 

 
 

Project: STP-0000-00(545)  PI No.: 0000545 
Description: Widening of SR 133 from Old Quitman Road (CR 1) to Old Berlin Road (CR 256) 

 

 

 

 



Project Concept Report Page 3 
Project Number: STP-0000-00(545)  

 

P.I. Number: 0000545 
Counties: BROOKS/COLQUITT 
 
Need and Purpose:  

 
History 
State Route 133 is a major north-south corridor in South Georgia and provides a vital connection 
between Valdosta on the south with Albany to the north.  For its entire length between Valdosta and 
Albany, SR 133 is identified for eventual widening due to its inclusion on the Governor's Road 
Improvement Program (GRIP).  The GRIP was initiated in the 1980's to address the importance of 
stimulating economic growth via an improved transportation network.  SR 133 was recently added to the 
GRIP by the State Legislature and approved by the Governor. 

 

Demographics 

SR 133 crosses through Brooks and Colquitt County. Brooks County’s population grew by 6.8% 
between 1990 and 2000 to a total population of 10,282.  Colquitt County’s population grew by 14.8% 
between 1990 and 2000 to a total population of 42,053.  This project is located in Brooks County 
Census tract 9903 and Colquitt County census tract 9705.  Census tract 9903 in Brooks County had a 
minority population of 25% and Census tract 9705 in Colquitt County had a minority population of 
2.3%.  By comparison, in the year 2000, the statewide minority average was 34.9% (the U.S. Census 
defines a minority population as Black/African-American, Hispanic/Latino, Asian/Pacific Islander, or 
American Indian/Alaska Native).  The U.S. Census Bureau estimated that 23.4% of Brooks County and 
19.8% of Colquitt County lived below the poverty level in 1999, compared to a statewide average of 
13.0%.  
 
Traffic 
Year 2005 traffic volumes within the project limits are 3994 vehicles per day (VPD), which represent an 
acceptable level-of-service (LOS) of “B”.  Build year traffic (2010) is projected to be 5,150 VPD and 
design year traffic (2030) is expected to be 7,725 VPD.  The LOS for the build and design year 
correspond to a LOS “C” which represents an acceptable LOS under a “no build” scenario.   
 
Accidents 
Overall crash rates along this section of SR 133 are below the statewide averages for this type of road, 
which is functionally classified as a rural minor arterial.  Analysis of the most current accident data that 
was available (years 2000, 2001 and 2002) shows that most of the accidents that occurred on the 
roadway itself were angle-intersect, sideswipe, and rear-end type accidents.   

 

Proposed Scope of Work 

Project P.I. 0000545 proposes to widen SR 133 from 2 to 4 lanes (with turn lanes as needed) between 
Old Quitman Adel Road/ CR 1 in Brooks County and Old Berlin Road/CR 256 in Colquitt County.  In 
addition to its mandated improvement as a GRIP route, the project will improve capacity on SR 133 by 
improving the LOS for both the build year (2010) and the design year (2030) to LOS “A”.  Improving 
SR 133 to a multi-lane facility with separate turning lanes will also remove turning conflicts from the 
through traffic and should increase safety.  
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Project Number: STP-0000-00(545)  

 

P.I. Number: 0000545 
Counties: BROOKS/COLQUITT 
 

• Design Exceptions to controlling criteria anticipated: 
    UNDETERMINED  YES  NO

 HORIZ ALIGNMENT:   (   )  (   )  ( X ) 
 ROADWAY WIDTH:   (   )  (   )  ( X ) 
 SHOULDER WIDTH:   (   )  (   )  ( X ) 
 VERTICAL GRADES   (   )  (   )  ( X ) 
 CROSS SLOPES:    (   )  (   )  ( X ) 
 STOPPING SIGHT DISTANCE:  (   )  (   )  ( X )  
 SUPERELEVATION RATES:  (   )  (   )  ( X ) 
 HORIZONTAL CLEARANCE:  (   )  (   )  ( X ) 
 SPEED DESIGN:    (   )  (   )  ( X ) 
 VERTICAL CLEARANCE:  (   )  (   )  ( X ) 
 BRIDGE WIDTH:   (   )  (   )  ( X ) 
 BRIDGE STRUCTURAL CAPACITY: (   )  (   )  ( X ) 

  

• Design Variances: The 24’ raised median typical section from SR 333 to Old Berlin Road/CR 
256 is proposed in order to minimize impacts to historic properties while maintaining a speed 
limit of 55mph.  A design variance will be required for this 24’raised median typical section 
because a 44’ depressed median is required on GRIP projects with design speeds of 50mph and 
greater. 

 

• Environmental Concerns:   

 Involvement with waters of the US (404 Permit) 

 There are 5 properties (Williams Farmstead, Graham House, Gay Multiple Properties, Rill 
Property, and Goble Property) along the project corridor that are considered eligible for the 
national register of historic places.  None of these properties will be adversely impacted by 
this project.   

 Potentially suitable foraging habitat for the wood stork. 

• Level of Environmental Analysis: 

 Are Time Saving Procedures Appropriate?      Yes (  ), No (X) 

 Categorical Exclusion Anticipated?      Yes (  ), No (X) 

 Environmental Assessment/Finding of No Significant Impact:    Yes (X), No (   ) 

 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS):       Yes (   ), No (X) 

• Utility Involvements:  

 Telephone:  Alltel of Georgia 

 Power:  Colquitt EMC, Georgia Transmission Corporation 

 Gas:  South Georgia Natural Gas 

 Cable TV:  Mediacom, Megacable 

 Water:  none 

 Railroad:  none 
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P.I. Number: 0000545 
Counties: BROOKS/COLQUITT 
 
 
Project Responsibilities: 

• Design: Wolverton and Associates, Inc. 

• Right of way acquisition: Georgia Department of Transportation 

• Relocation of utilities: No LGPA has been signed 

• Letting to contract: Georgia Department of Transportation  

• Supervision of construction: Georgia Department of Transportation  

• Providing material pits: Contractor 

• Providing detours: Georgia Department of Transportation  – None anticipated 
 

Coordination: 

• Initial Concept Team Meeting, April 16, 2004: (See attachment#3) 

• Concept Meeting, January 27, 2006: (See attachment#4)   

• P.A.R. Meeting, October 12, 2005: (See attachment #5)  

• FEMA, USCG and/or TVA:  FEMA “No Rise” certification required (Okapilco Creek).  
• Public involvement (See attachment #6):   

 Public Information Open House held May 10, 2005 in Morven and Moultrie: Community 
showed overwhelming support with 94% of respondents expressing approval or conditional 
approval of the project. 

 A public hearing will be held upon approval of the Draft Environmental Assessment. 
• Georgia DNR, Historic Preservation Division (See Attachment #7): concurrence of finding of no 

adverse affects to historical properties – September 27, 2005 

• Other projects in the area:   

 STP-0000-00(543) P.I. No.: 000543 

 STP-0000-00(544) P.I. No.: 000544 

 STP-0000-00(546) P.I. No.: 000546 

 STP-032-2(28)  P.I. No.: 431780 

 CSSFT-0007-00(477) P.I. No.: 0007477 

• Other coordination to date: 

 Meeting with Stakeholders on September 21, 2004 (See attachment#8a) 

 Meeting with Stakeholders on January 6, 2005 (See Attachment #8b) 

 Meeting with GDOT OCD, GDOT OEL, & FHWA to discuss maintaining the existing 
alignment through eligible historic properties and design variance on December 27, 2004 
(See Attachment #9) 
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P.I. Number: 0000545 
Counties: BROOKS/COLQUITT 
 
Scheduling – Responsible Parties’ Estimate (some activities overlap) 

Time to complete the environmental process:    12 Months 

Time to complete preliminary construction plans:    12 Months 

Time to complete right of way plans:          6 Months 

Time to complete the section 404 permit:      4 Months 

Time to complete final construction plans:     12 Months 

Time to complete the purchase right-of-way:     18 Months 

 

Other alternates considered:   

All alternates considered, except for the No-Build Alternate, maintain a GDOT GRIP  typical section 
(44’ depressed median with 10’ shoulders-6.5’ paved, 3.5’ grassed) throughout the project corridor.  The 
only area where the alternates differ is from 1200’ south of McAllister Road to 1000’ south of W.F. Hart 
Road.   Described below are the alternates considered for the roadway section from 1200’ south of 
McAllister Road to 1000’ south of W.F. Hart. 

Alternate 1 – This alternate is a new location bypass alignment to the east of the existing SR 133 
corridor.  This alternate was eliminated because it would result in significant right of way impacts as 
well as increased construction costs, impacts to viable farmland, and increased impacts to wetlands. 
 
Alternate 2 – This alternate is a new location bypass alignment to the west of the existing SR 133 
corridor.  This alternate was eliminated because it would result in significant right of way impacts as 
well as increased construction costs, impacts to viable farmland, and increased impacts to wetlands. 

Alternate 3 – No Build – Does not meet the Need and Purpose of the project. 
 
 

Attachments:   
1. Cost Estimates:       $ 34,584,061 

a. Construction including E&C   $ 29,321,561 
b. Right of Way     $  2,750,000 
c. Utilities     $  3,092,225 

1. Reimbursable    $  2,512,500 
2. Non-reimbursable    $     579,725 

2. Typical sections 
3. Initial Concept Team Meeting Minutes 
4. Concept Meeting Minutes 
5. PAR Meeting Results 
6. PIOH Summary of comments and responses 
7. Letter of Concurrence – Georgia DNR, Historic Preservation Division 
8. Meeting Minutes in support or objection to the concept 

a. 1st Meeting with Stakeholders on September 21, 2004 

b. 2nd Meeting with Stakeholders on January 6, 2005 
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P.I. Number: 0000545 
Counties: BROOKS/COLQUITT 
 

9. Meeting minutes – Meeting with GDOT OCD, GDOT OEL, & FHWA to discuss 
maintaining the existing alignment through eligible historic properties and design 
variance 

10. Location and Design Notice-to be developed at a later date 
11. Accident Summary 
12. GDOT District Utility Cost Estimate 
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