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SR 107 from Interstate 75 to CR 250/Waterloo Highway  

STP-0000-00(311) Turner County 

PI No.  0000311 
 

Accidents 

From 2001 to 2004, accident rates, injury rates and fatality rates were lower than the state 

average for a similar facility except for the injury rates of 2001 and 2003 which are only slightly 

higher than the state average.  Table 1 summarizes the corridor’s accident statistics: 

 

Table 1 

2001 2002 2003 2004 
 

SR 107 State SR 107 State SR 107 State SR 107 State 

Accidents 6 - 2 - 4 - 9 - 

Accident Rate 55 180 19 195 38 211 87 273 

Injuries 12 - 3 - 13 - 10 - 

Injury Rate 111 98 28 104 123 110 96 145 

Fatalities 0 - 0 - 0 - 0 - 

Fatality Rate 0 2.29 0 2.37 0 2.95 0 3.24 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Jacob Carter Burgess, Inc. has been retained by the Georgia Department of Transportation 
(GDOT) to prepare roadway construction plans for SR 107 in Turner and Irwin Counties.  As 
part of the design process, Jacobs Carter Burgess conducted an analysis of the future traffic 
conditions and transportation needs for the proposed SR 107 corridor widening project in Turner 
and Irwin Counties, Georgia.   This technical memorandum summarizes the results of the 
analysis and recommended improvements.   
 
Project STP-0000-00(311) is located on SR 107 in Turner County, Georgia.  The proposed 
project is approximately 7.9 miles in length and is located between I-75 and Waterloo & 
Rebecca Highway (CR 250).  Project STP-0000-00(314) is located on SR 107 in Turner and 
Irwin Counties, Georgia.  The proposed project is approximately 7.1 miles in length and is 
located between Waterloo & Rebecca Highway and Jeff Davis Rd (CR 264).  Both projects 
consist of widening SR 107 from two travel lanes with a five-foot shoulder to a rural four-lane 
section with a 44-foot depressed grass median from Thompson Road to Jeff Davis Road.  
Because of historical property concerns, the project will use a 24-foot raised median on a four-
lane section with rural shoulders between I-75 and Thompson Road.  This project, in 
conjunction with Project STP-0000-00(313), will provide four-lane access between Interstate 75 
and the City of Fitzgerald.  SR 107 is functionally classified as a Rural Major Collector.  The 
location of the SR 107 widening project is shown in Figure 1.  For the purposes of this study, SR 
107 is referenced as having an east/west orientation.   
 
Projects STP-0000-00(311) and STP-0000-00(314) were programmed to promote economic 
development in Ben Hill, Coffee, Dodge, Irwin, Telfair, Turner, and Wilcox Counties.  SR 107 is 
the most direct route to the City of Fitzgerald from Interstate 75 and therefore is the most utilized 
route for manufacturing facilities to receive and ship goods.  The existing right-of-way varies 
between 100 to 130 feet in width.   
 
Peak hour traffic projections were analyzed based on the methodologies contained in the 2000 
Highway Capacity Manual (HCM 2000).  Based on the design year traffic projections for the 
corridor and the results from the capacity analysis, recommended lane geometry and traffic 
control needs were developed for the study area.  The following paragraphs summarize the 
results of the analysis. 
 
 
EXISTING ROADWAY CONDITIONS 
 
SR 107 is a two-lane roadway with a five-foot shoulder and a speed limit of 55 miles per hour.  
From I-75, SR 107 and SR 112 run concurrently to the east for 3.2 miles before SR 112 splits 
northeast towards Rebecca and SR 107 continues east towards Fitzgerald.  Figure 2 shows the 
southbound approach of the SR 107 at SR 112 intersection.  SR 112 continues to the right of 
the photo and merges with SR 107, shown on the left with a westbound truck.   



FIGURE 1:  LOCATION MAP 
 

 

BEGIN PROJECT 
STP-0000-00(311) 
Turner County 
PI # 0000311 
I-75 Exit 82 

END PROJECT 
STP-0000-00(311) 
Turner County 
PI # 0000311 
Waterloo Hwy/CR 250 

BEGIN PROJECT 
STP-0000-00(314) 
Turner/Irwin Counties 
PI # 0000314 

END PROJECT 
STP-0000-00(314) 
Turner/Irwin Counties 
PI # 0000314 
Jeff Davis Road/CR 264 
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Figure 2 
  Intersection of SR 107 and SR 112  

(Looking Southbound) 

 
There are two paved roads intersecting SR 107 within the Project STP-0000-00(311): CR 54 
(Monroe Road)/CR 1 (Stanford Road) and CR 250 (Waterloo Highway/Rebecca).  Jeff Davis Rd 
(CR 264) within the Project STP-0000-00(314) is also paved.  Additional non-paved roadways 
intersect SR 107 along the corridor.  The minor road approaches along SR 107 are under stop 
sign control.   
 
Development along SR 107 within the study area is primarily rural and agricultural, though the 
roadway is also used by through commercial traffic heading to and from I-75.  Existing traffic 
counts show very strong (20%) peak hour truck percentages on SR 107 and these percentages 
are projected to reach 30% for 2012 and 2032 future peak hour conditions.   
 
 
TRAFFIC VOLUMES 
 
Peak hour turning movement counts were determined for existing conditions and projected for 
the build year (2012) and the design year (2032).  These traffic flow diagrams are attached to 
this technical memorandum.  Table 1 shows the GDOT historical average annual daily traffic 
(AADT) volumes for SR 107, SR 112, Waterloo Highway and Jeff Davis Road. 
 

SR 112 

SR 107 
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Table 1 
  Average Annual Daily Traffic Volumes 

 
TC Station County Description 2004 2005 2006 

167 Turner SR 107/112 west of Geoghagan Rd 4,080 2,960 3,510 
154 Turner SR 107, west of Waterloo Hwy 2,360 1,740 2,000 
145 Irwin SR 107 west of Jeff Davis Road 2,190 2,350 2,210 
169 Turner SR 112, north of SR 107 1,270 1,120 1,060 
234 Turner Waterloo Hwy, north of SR 107 330 330 370 
143 Irwin Jeff Davis Road, north of SR 107 360 370 360 

 
 
CRASH HISTORY 
 
Crash data was compiled from 2004, 2005, and 2006 for the SR 107 corridor from I-75 to 
Waterloo Highway and from Waterloo Highway to Jeff Davis Road.  Table 2 shows the number 
of crashes for each of these years, Table 3 shows the average crash rate per 100 million vehicle 
miles (100 MVM) along the segment, and Table 4 shows the number of crashes that resulted in 
injuries or fatalities. 
 

Table 2 
  Summary of Historic Crash Data (Number of Crashes) 

 
Project SR 107 Segment 2004 2005 2006 

STP-0000-00(311) I-75 to Waterloo Highway 6 5 9 
STP-0000-00(314) Waterloo Highway to Jeff Davis Road 1 2 2 

 
Table 3 

  Summary of Average Crash Rate 
 

Project SR 107 Segment 2004 2005 2006 
STP-0000-00(311) I-75 to Waterloo Highway 80.65 74.13 109.73 
STP-0000-00(314) Waterloo Highway to Jeff Davis Road 17.67 32.79 34.24 

Statewide Average (Rural Major Collector) 273 197 203 
 

Table 4 
  Crashes Resulting in Injuries and Fatalities 

 
2004 2005 2006 

Project SR 107 Segment 
INJ FAT INJ FAT INJ FAT 

STP-0000-00(311) I-75 to Waterloo Highway 6 0 0 0 4 0 
STP-0000-00(314) Waterloo Highway to Jeff Davis Road 1 0 1 1 1 0 
  INJ = Injury, FAT = Fatality 
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As shown in Table 4, there was one fatality along the study stretch of roadway (for both 
projects) over these three years. Although this fatality causes this portion of SR 107 to exceed 
the statewide average for 2005, over three years the historical crash data results in a fatality 
rate of approximately 2.5 per 100 MVM for SR 107 between I-75 and Jeff Davis Road.  This 
fatality rate is lower than the statewide average fatality rates for any of those three years:  2.93 
in 2004, 3.00 in 2005, and 3.28 in 2006.  As shown in Table 3, the average crash rate for all 
crashes was below the statewide average for all three years.    
 
 
EXISTING YEAR (2006) CORRIDOR LEVEL OF SERVICE 
 
The generalized AADT tables used by the Georgia Regional Transportation Authority (GRTA) 
were used to compare historical daily traffic volumes with a level of service (LOS) condition.  
Each LOS definition spans from minimal delay (LOS A) to high delay (LOS F).  LOS F is 
considered unacceptable for most drivers. 
 
Based on an AADT volume of 3,510 vehicles for 2006, SR 107 currently operates acceptably 
(LOS B or better conditions).  The light amount of traffic and minimal number of intersections 
provides for a good level of service based on the average daily traffic volumes along the 
corridor. 
 
 
OPENING YEAR (2012) AND DESIGN YEAR (2032) CORRIDOR LEVEL OF SERVICE 
 
The GRTA AADT tables were used to evaluate the opening year (2012) and design year (2032) 
projected average daily traffic (ADT) volumes.  Based on the attached traffic flow diagrams, the 
segment with the highest ADT volume for Project STP-0000-00(311) is located between I-75 
and Monroe Road and has ADT volumes of 4,950 vpd for 2012 and 7,400 vpd for 2032.  For 
Project STP-0000-00(314), the highest ADT location is between Reagan Road and Jeff Davis 
Road and has ADT volumes of 2,150 vpd for 2012 and 3,400 vpd for 2032.   These volumes 
indicate acceptable (LOS B or better conditions) for all SR 107 segments included within the 
study area for both 2012 and 2032 traffic conditions. 
 
Multi-lane roadway analysis was also performed for the 2032 peak hour conditions using 
Highway Capacity Software (HCS), which utilizes the HCM 2000 methodology for determining 
acceptable LOS.  The analysis results are shown in Table 5.   
 

Table 5 
  Corridor Level of Service 

 
2032 

Project SR 107 Location (Highest Volume) 
AM PM 

STP-0000-00(311) Between I-75 and Monroe Road A A 
STP-0000-00(314) Between Reagan Road and Jeff Davis Road A A 
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BUILD ROADWAY GEOMETRY 
 
The proposed typical section for SR 107/SR 112 consists of a rural four-lane roadway with a 44-
foot depressed grass median.  The proposed right-of-way will be 170 to 220 feet in width. 
 
The intersection of SR 107 and SR 112 currently has SR 112 as the main movement with minor 
street stop control on SR 107.  Because the higher volumes show the predominate movement is 
east-west along SR 107, Jacobs Carter Burgess recommends realigning the intersection to 
reflect this precedence. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
In order to encourage economic growth, SR 107 through Turner and Irwin Counties will be 
widened to a four-lane roadway with a 44-foot depressed grass median.  Left and right turn 
deceleration lanes and median openings are recommended as per GDOT policy.  The level of 
service for the corridor is expected to remain acceptable (LOS A) through 2032. 
 



















 

 

  
INITIAL CONCEPT MEETING MINUTES 

 
 
 
SUBJECT:  STP-0000-00(311) Turner County 
   PI No. 0000311 
   SR 107 Widening from I-75 to CR 250 
   DWA #06008 
 
   STP-0000-00(314) Tuner and Irwin Counties 
   PI No 0000314 
   SR 107 Widening from CR 250 to CR 264 
   DWA # 06009 
    

Initial Concept Meeting 
    
MEETING DATE: May 31, 2006 
 
TODAY’S DATE: June 13, 2006 
 
PREPARED BY: Rob Dell-Ross, Day Wilburn Associates, Inc. (DWA) 
 
ATTENDEES: Mike Haitchcock, GDOT Office of Program Delivery and Consultant Design (OPDCD) 

James T. Griffin, GDOT 
   Mike Whittington, GDOT 
   Brent Thomas, GDOT  
   Gary Hampton, GDOT 

David Moyer, GDOT 
Bill Cooper, GDOT District 4 Utilities 
Ronnie Hall, GDOT District 4 Construction 
Glenn Ritchie, South Georgia RDC 

   Janice Bishop, Alltel 
   Tony Strickland, Fitzgerald WL&B 
   Wayne Lancaste, Fitzgerald WL&B 
   Larry Moore, Fitzgerald WL&B 
   Tom Calhoun, Fitzgerald Utilities 
   Danny McBryde, Fitzgerald Utilities 
   Jeff Lewis, Fitzgerald Utilities 
   Ernest Pikard, Fitzgerald Utilities 
   Wenzel Bryant, Fitzgerald Utilities 
   Tommy Tucker, Irwin Co. Road Department 
   Joey Whitley, Irwin Co. Comm. 
   Jimmy McLaughlin, Mediacom 
   Ira Smith, Mediacom 
   Henry Tyson, City of Fitzgerald 
   David Walker, City of Fitzgerald 
   Marvin McKie, Ben Hill Co. 

David McCranie, Ben Hill. Co. Comm. 
Ben Taylor, City of Ashburn 
Carlton Webb, City of Ashburn 
Allen Green, Irwin EMC 
Linda Edwards, Edwards-Pitman Environmental, Inc. (EPE) 
Jennifer Dudley, EPE 
Keith Franklin, Florence & Hutcheson (F&H) 

   Ben Clopper, F&H 
   Bryan Cox, F&H 



 

   Tom Tkacs, Greenhorne & O’Mara, Inc. (G&O) 
Tommy Crochet, McGee Partners, Inc. (MPI) 
Jill Hodges, MPI 
Rick Day, DWA 
Jeff VanDyke, DWA 
Rob Dell-Ross, DWA 
 

 
LOCATION:  GDOT Area Office - Fitzgerald 
 
Introduction 
Mike Haitchcock called the meeting to order.  He discussed the purpose of the Initial Concept Meeting in relation to 
the PDP and gave a brief project background.  The reason why the three projects are having one Initial Concept 
Meeting is that Edwards-Pitman Environmental is preparing one environmental document for the corridor. 
 
 
Unit 311/314 
Jeff VanDyke introduced himself and the three projects.  A project schedule was distributed.  The project teams plan 
to have a final Concept Team Meeting in approximately 6-9 months. 
 

• Project Data – Database has been supplied to the design teams by GDOT.  Some additional database 
enhancements will be required.  Traffic has been given to the design teams by GDOT.  Coordination with 
OEL is needed to grow traffic to proper build year. 

• Need & Purpose – Completed by GDOT. 
• Safety Concerns – I-75 interchange is being reconstructed by URS, NB ramps are being shifted to the east.  

This project has completed the preliminary design phase.  Unit 311 will need to coordinate to establish the 
beginning of their project limits.  Two other projects were mentioned in long range, SR 11 widening and 
SR 125 widening.  The group discussed realigning the intersection of SR 107 and SR 112 to encourage the 
heavier traffic movement eastbound.  It was felt that SR 107 should be the through movement. 

• Review alternates – Will be completed at the final Concept Team Meeting. 
• Preliminary traffic – Coordination between design teams and GDOT OEL is needed. 
• Accident Data – The design teams will pull the crash data from the GDOT database. 
• Traffic Engineering Report – The design teams will perform the traffic analysis for each unit. 
• ITS Opportunities – None. 
• Staging & Traffic Control – Some questions will be answered in the concept phase.  One lane of traffic in 

each direction should be maintained at all time. 
• Maintenance Problems – The Deep Creek bridge has been closed before due to flooding.  There is a sag 

point near MP 3 on Unit 311 that has potential drainage problems.  Mike Haithcock asked the design teams 
to request a pavement evaluation and to proceed assuming an overlay on existing pavement. 

• Design Criteria – Brent Thomas asked the design teams to use a 65 mph design speed.  Side roads should 
be realigned to intersect with SR 107 as close to 90 degrees as possible. 

• Access Control – No change, by permit. 
• Public Concerns & contacts to date – The city of Fitzgerald is very interested in 4-lane access to I-75.  

There have been some questions/concerns by people living along the corridor.  The Sheriff has asked the 
design teams to contact them if they have people out taking pictures.  There will be two public involvement 
meetings, one in Ashburn and one in Fitzgerald.  All 3 units will be presented at both meetings. 

• Utilities – SUE may be needed for the Unit 313.  Most of the utilities on 311 and 314 are overhead and 
already picked up by GDOT survey.  Sewer lift stations on unit 314 are costly to relocate and should be 
avoided whenever possible.  There are three switch sites which are also expensive.  Mike Haithcock asked 
the design teams to cut sheets and mail them to District Utilities so that existing facilities can be marked. 

• Existing structures – All pipe systems (culverts, cross drains, side drains) should be replaced.  The district 
prefers RCP for side drains.  Both bridges on Unit 314 were built in 1975 and have sufficiency ratings in 
the 80’s. 

• Environmental Concerns  - Two potentially eligible sites on Unit 311, One on Unit 314.  The farm site 
between Units 314 and 313 is a major concern.  There is also a potential habitat for indigo snakes.  Tom 
Tkacs at G&O will be doing an investigation in the winter.  There is also a potential habitat for the 
platwood salamander.  These environmental surveys will need to happen before the PAR meeting.  The 
PAR (Practical Alternatives Review) should happen before the Concept Team Meeting and the Public 



 

Information Open House.  Any impacts to a well for the irrigation sites should be minimized.  Ponds are 
also used for irrigation and impacts should be minimized if possible.  There are no known EJ communities 
along the corridor.   

• Other modes of transportation – The regional development council has designated SR 107 as a bike route.  
All three units should accommodate bike traffic. 

 
 
Action Items 

• DWA/MPI/F&H 
o Coordinate with GDOT OEL on traffic numbers 
o Coordinate with URS on I-75 interchange. 
o Coordinate utility submittal with the district 
o Submit for pavement evaluation 

 
 
 
These meeting minutes reflect the notes and memory of Rob Dell-Ross.  If any additions, deletions, or corrections 
are necessary, please contact Rob Dell-Ross at 404-249-7550 or rdell-ross@daywilburn.com 
 
If no responses are received within five days, these meeting minutes will be considered final. 



 
 

Meeting Minutes 
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Date: December 18, 2007  2:00 pm 
Location: Georgia DOT, Bridge Design Conference Room 
Subject: GDOT District 4 Office - Tifton 

Project No: 

STP-0000-00(311), Turner County 
STP-0000-00(314), Turner and Irwin Counties 
STP-0000-00(313), Irwin and Ben Hill Counties PI: 

0000311, 
0000314, 
0000313 

Recorded By: Darren Wilton 
 
Attendees 

 
Organization 

 
Email 

Mike Haithcock 
Joe W. Sheffield 

GDOT OCD 
GDOT – District 4 

Mike.Haithcock@dot.state.ga.us 
Joe.Sheffield@dot.state.ga.us 

Brent A. Thomas GDOT – District 4 Brent.Thomas@dot.state.ga.us 
Danny P. Gay GDOT – District 4 Traffic Danny.Gay@dot.state.ga.us 
Van Mason GDOT – District 4 Traffic Van.Mason@dot.state.ga.us 
Tim Warren 
Bill Cooper 
Kim W. Bradford 
David Sparks 
Shane Pridgen 
Jeff Lewis 
Larry Moore 
Danny McBryde 

GDOT – District 4 Utilities 
GDOT – District 4 Utilities 
GDOT – District 4 R/W 
GDOT – District 4 Area 3 
GDOT – District 4 Area 3 
Fitzgerald Utilities 
Fitzgerald Utilities 
Fitzgerald Utilities 

Tim.Warren@dot.state.ga.us 
Bill.Cooper@dot.state.ga.us 
Kim.Bradford@dot.state.ga.us 
David.Sparks@dot.state.ga.us 
Shane.Pridgen@dot.state.ga.us 
Jeff-lewis@mchsi.com 
Larrymoore@mchsi.com 
DMcbryde@mchsi.com 

Tim Ingram 
Larry E. Davis 
Tim Kegebein 
Philip Jay 

Ingram & Associates 
Ben Hill County Commission 
Ben Hill Road Department 
Ben Hill County Commission 

Tim@ingrameng.com 
 
 

Jeff Vandyke Carter & Burgess jeff.vandyke@c-b.com 
Tom Kuzmeskus 
Jill Hodges 

Carter & Burgess 
McGee Partners 

tom.kuzmeskus@c-b.com 
jhodges@mcgeepartners.com 

Darren Wilton 
Ben Clopper 
John M. Baxter 
Terri Malone 
Thomas Tkacs 

McGee Partners 
Florence & Hutcheson 
Florence & Hutcheson 
Edward Pitman 
G & O 

dwilton@mcgeepartners.com 
bclopper@flohut.com 
jbaxter@flohut.com 
tmalone@edwards-pitman.com 
Ttkacs@G-and-O.com 

Gerald H. Thompson 
 

Mayor - City of Fitzgerald   

    
Introduction 
Joe Sheffield called the meeting to order and performed introductions.  He discussed the purpose 
of the Concept Team Meeting in relation to the PDP and gave a brief project overview.  He 
explained how the corridor is split into three projects but the entire corridor be covered in one 
Concept Team Meeting since there will be one environmental document for the corridor. 



Meeting Notes 
 
Georgia DOT, District 4 - Tifton 
December 18, 2007 
SR 107 
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Corridor Overview 
Jeff Vandyke outlined the Concept Team Meeting purpose.  The meeting is conducted to discuss 
specific project issues, present the project scope, and verify the preferred concept.  

• Project Limits - Jeff described Unit 311 as beginning at the new I-75 interchange ramps 
and SR 107 will be widened from three lanes to four lanes with a 24’ raised median that 
will transition to a four lane rural section with a 44’ depressed median near Thompson 
Road and continue to CR 250/ Waterloo Highway.  Unit 314 begins at CR 250/Waterloo 
Highway and continues to CR 264/Jeff Davis Road in Turner and Irwin Counties.  In this 
portion of the project, SR 107 will be widened from two travel lanes with five foot 
shoulders to a rural, four lane section with a 44’ depressed median.  Unit 313 begins at 
CR 264/Jeff Davis Road and ends at SR 11/US 129 in Irwin and Ben Hill Counties.  
From CR 264/Jeff Davis Road to Bells Cabin Road, SR 107 will be widened from two 
travel lanes with a five foot shoulder to four travel lanes with a 44’ depressed median.  
From Bells Cabin Road to SR 11/US 129, SR 107 will be widened from two travel lanes 
with a five foot shoulder to four travel lanes with a 24’ raised median. 

• Design Exceptions - Jeff stated that approximately 30% of the existing corridor contains 
substandard vertical curvature and substandard shoulders exist throughout the entire 
corridor.  Design exceptions might be required in sag vertical curve locations if saving 
existing pavement for overlay proves to be cost efficient.  Crest vertical curvature would 
be corrected at all locations. 

• Need and Purpose - Improve capacity in the corridor for goods movement to improve 
economic development. 

• Ben Clopper presented the proposed design criteria for the entire project corridor. 
• Right of Way – Ben discussed how many parcels and displacements are necessary for 

each project:  
STP-0000-00(311), 63 Parcels, 2 Displacements 
STP-0000-00(314), 46 Parcels, 10 Displacements 
STP-0000-00(313), 89 Parcels, 6 Displacements 

• Staging – Ben explained how traffic would remain on existing travel lanes while 
constructing the additional lanes.  He mentioned that there are six crossovers on the 
project which could be simplified by designing the proposed profile as close to the 
existing profile as possible.  Other solutions involved reduce existing lane widths as 
necessary and temporary lane closures. 

• Environmental Concerns – Jill Hodges explained that the resources where located on both 
the north and south sides of the existing SR 107 alignment.  She presented the number of 
wetlands, ponds, and streams along the corridor.  All historical resources will be avoided 
including 2 cemeteries.  Hazardous waste and UST’s have been identified, but no 
contamination was encountered.  Habitat for threatened and endangered species has been 
identified throughout the project. 

• Utilities – A railroad crossing exist on Unit 313.  The companies involved were listed and 
it was noted that utilities owned by Alltel are now owned by Windstream 
Communications.   



Meeting Notes 
 
Georgia DOT, District 4 - Tifton 
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• Coordination – Agencies were coordinated with through the project progression.  This 
included:   

SR 32/SR 107 Local Official Briefing - November 2007 
FHWA Meetings 
SHPO Technical Assistance - August 2007 
GDOT Initial Concept Team Meeting 

 
 Also, the following public meetings were conducted and responses were sent out: 
   PIOH – May 2007 
   Unit 314 Alternatives Property Owner Open House – October 2007 
 

• Schedule – Right of Way - FY 2009, Construction – FY 2011 
• Other Projects in the Area – It was recommended that SR 32 be added to the concept 

report.  Joe Sheffield explained briefly how SR 32 is a GRIP corridor to the south within 
10-15 miles of SR 107 and the corridors would parallel each other.  The Mayor of the 
City of Fitzgerald favored SR 107 and thought that it was programmed before SR 32. 

 
Specific Project Details 

• Jeff Vandyke discussed project specific details for Unit 311.  Historical resources exist on 
both sides of the SR 107 in the beginning of the project; however the property owner has 
agreed to move the house on the south side of SR 107.  Decisions about widening to the 
north or south of the existing alignment were dependent on wetland and other ecology 
impacts.  Also, a major intersection at SR 112/SR 107 would be realigned with a 
horizontal curve to make SR107 the through movement. 

• Jill Hodges discussed Unit 314.  There is an existing bridge at the beginning of the 
project with two 12’ lanes with 8’ shoulders.  A bridge condition evaluation has not been 
performed yet so it is undetermined if the bridge will need to be replaced.  There have 
also been reports of overtopping which may require raising the profile at the bridge.  The 
first shift in alignment to the south occurs to avoid impacting a sod farm business.  The 
other shift in alignment occurs at the Turner-McSwain Farm and the Land Family Farm 
to avoid impacts to the historical properties.  Most displacements occur in the area across 
from the Land Family Farm.  An alternate alignment was studied about 800’ to the south 
of the existing alignment and behind the existing homes that would be displaced.  An 
additional property owner meeting dedicated to this area of the project was held and 
responses from the property owners indicated that they preferred the roadway remain on 
the existing alignment. 

• Ben Clopper discussed Unit 313.  The Land Family Farm and Gentry Family Farms are 
historical properties at the beginning of the project which continues the widening to the 
south of the existing alignment.  The next resources to avoid were two cemeteries.  
Further to the east, the existing SR 107 turns 90° to the south requiring a curve in the 
proposed alignment in order to make SR 107 the through movement.  An alternate 
alignment was studied in this area, but proved to have the same number of displacements, 
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increased cost and no sufficient method of tying back in to the existing alignment.  The 
next feature is a bridge over the Willacoochee River which needs to be widened.  
Replacement would only be necessary if the hydraulic & hydrologic study requires it.  A 
CSX railroad crossing exist just before CR 242/Calhoun Road which will not be grade 
separated to avoid excessive business impacts to the area.  Also, an existing signal at 
Wal-mart would be relocated back to Zaxby’s/Wal-mart entrance to provide more storage 
at the US 129/SR 11 signalized intersection.  Interconnect between these two signals is 
proposed at this time. 

 
Q & A 

• Paul Condit commented that most environmental resources were avoided. 
• Terri Malone requested information about a park near Fitzgerald near Bells Cabin Road.  

The county and city officials were unaware of any parks and the area was privately 
owned. 

• Windstream Communications stated that there are slick sites along the corridor with 
existing utility easements.  It is recommended by their company to acquire enough 
easements to include relocation of these sites.  Specific locations are: 

� Northeast side of SR 107 / Kennedy Road Intersection 
� South of SR 107 on Cleveland Road 
� Approximately 250’ south of SR 107 on Carter Drive 
� Approximately 1000’ west of Bells Cabin Road Intersection 
� Northwest side of SR 107 / Perry House Road Intersection 

• Unit 313 will require SUE and Unit 311 and 314 will send plans to utility companies for 
markups. 

• GDOT District 4 Traffic Operations recommended retaining the flasher on all approaches 
at SR 125 if signal warrants are not met (Unit 313).  Also requested that the designers 
setup pay item for new signals at locations that warrant and setup pay item for overhead 
signs when dropping a lane.  Extend Culverts were possible instead of using guardrail. 

• Median Openings on Unit 313 were discussed.  Comments indicated that a median 
opening was needed more at Jeff Davis Hwy/CR 361 instead of Meadow Lane/CR 381.  
It was also recommended that a median opening be added at El Harris Road/CR 113. 

• Joe Sheffield mentioned designing the SR 125 intersection to accommodate the future 4-
lane SR 125 GRIP project. 

• A comment was noted that two box culverts near US 129/SR 11 may need to be resized 
because of flood plain issues in the area.  Ben Clopper addressed that they would be 
impacted by the project and resized according to the hydraulic study. 















SR 107 – Environmental Summary 
 

 
Unit 311:  STP-0000-00(311) 
SR 112 E from I-75 to SR 107 and CR 250/Waterloo Highway, Turner County 
 
Land Use – 50 parcels 
 
Archaeology – no potentially eligible sites 
 
History – two eligible structures: 

• Davis House 
• Ashburn Fire Tower 

 
Ecology 
 

• Waters Of the US (considered impacted if adjacent to roadway or within the 
proposed required right-of-way) 

o 21 Wetlands  
o 20 Streams  
o 1 Open Waters  

 
• T&E Species:   

o Woodstork Foraging Habitat present (federal) 
o Flatwood Salamander Habitat (federal) 

 
 
 
Migratory Bird issues on all three units 
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TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE MEETING MINUTES 
 

SUBJECT:  STP-0000-00(311)(314)(313), Turner, Irwin and Ben Hill Counties 
   PI Nos.  0000311, 314, 313 
   SR 112 and SR 107 Road Widening Project 

   
MEETING DATE: August 23, 2007 
 
TODAY’S DATE: August  24, 2007 
    
PREPARED BY: Martha Teall, Edwards-Pitman Environmental, Inc. (EPE) 
 
ATTENDEES: Richard Cloues, Historic Preservation Division (HPD) 
 Amanda Schraner, Historic Preservation Division (HPD) 

Sharman Southall, Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) 
David Adair, Edwards-Pitman Environmental, Inc. (EPE) 
Martha Teall, (EPE) 

 
LOCATION:  HPD  
 
 
              

 
Meeting Purpose 
The purpose of the meeting was to discuss new information concerning a resource previously 
deemed eligible, to consider the eligibility of a previously unidentified resource, and to discuss 
the implication of the road widening project on both resources. 
 
 
Project Status 
The Historic Structures Survey Report for this project was concurred by GASHPO on July 24, 
2007.  In the report, Resource #1, a 1917 New South house type located on the south side of SR 
112 east of Thompson Road, was determined eligible and a visual boundary was determined.  
 
At the Public Information Open House meeting held in Ashburn, in Turner County, on May 15, 
2007, the property owner of Resource #1, Martha Louise Davis, stated that the house had been 
moved from its original location on the north side of the road to the south side ca. 1955-1956.    
Ms. Davis stated that she also owns the Ranch house on the north side of SR 112 which had not 
been surveyed due to a 1960 date of construction on the tax record.  Ms. Davis provided records 
confirming the house was constructed in 1956; the house was then surveyed and identified as 
Resource #1B.  The building was constructed on the original location of Resource #1 to access 
an existing well.   
 
 
Eligibility Discussion 
Eligibility of both houses under Criteria A and C was discussed.  Despite the fact that Resource 
#1 had been moved, it was still considered eligible under Criterion C and determined to possess a 
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local level of significance in the area of architecture as exceptional example of a New South 
Cottage house type.  Resource #1B also was considered eligible under Criterion C and 
determined to possess a local level of significance in the area of architecture as exceptional 
example of a Ranch house type.   
 
Eligibility of the resources under Criterion A in the area of agriculture was considered.  The 
significant time period/theme identified in Tilling the Earth: Georgia’s Historic Agricultural 
Heritage – A Context and the existence of the three elements (original farmhouse, outbuildings 
and agricultural fields) necessary to convey significance were discussed.  The property was 
originally farmed in the 1880s with corn and peanuts as the staple crops, among others. While 
the agricultural fields remain intact today, the 1917 farmhouse (Resource #1) was moved and the 
historic outbuildings have been replaced.  The 1956 Ranch house (Resource #1B) now serves as 
the primary house and Resource #1 as a rental house.  The resources were considered not eligible 
under Criterion A in the area of agriculture due to the loss of integrity of the property as a 
coherent unit: the significant agricultural time periods and themes conflict in regards to the fields 
and existing buildings, the original configuration of the farmstead has been altered with the 
moving of Resource #1, and no historic outbuildings remain.  
 
Individual boundaries around each house should be created. The boundary previously established 
for Resource #1 will remain and a visual boundary for Resource #1B will be determined. 
 
 
Design Issues 
The impact of widening the road from the existing two lanes with five-foot shoulders to four 
lanes with a 32 to 44-foot median and 12-foot shoulders was discussed.  The property owner 
requested widening of the road occur on the south side to keep intact the front yard and 
agricultural fields on the north side.  To enable this to occur, the property owner indicated her 
willingness to have the Resource #1 moved further south.  Proposed improvements in the area of 
the resources would require an additional 50 to 65 feet of right-of-way.  In order to limit 
construction and ground-disturbing activity within existing right-of-way on the north side of the 
roadway, all required right-of-way would occur on the south side and would require moving 
Resource #1 further south approximately the same distance of 50-65 feet. Because Resource #1 
has been moved previously and because there are no historic landscape features within its more 
recent setting, moving the house again would not be considered adverse. Once moved, Resource 
#1 should retain approximately the same distance to the edge of pavement as it does now to 
maintain as much as possible the current visual effect.  Additional feet in order to facilitate new 
plantings that would screen the property from the widened roadway would be acceptable.  
Plantings are strongly recommended within the median of the proposed widened roadway to 
diminish the visual effect of the added pavement. 
 
 
Action Items  
 
The Project Information Form (PIF) for Resource #1 will be revised to incorporate the new 
information.  The proposed boundary will remain the same as previously depicted. 
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A PIF will be prepared for the National Register eligible property, Resource #1B, and a visual 
boundary will be established to include the house and yard.  
 
These meeting minutes have been prepared by Martha Teall.  If any additions, deletions, or 
corrections are necessary, please contact Martha Teall at 770-333-9484 or mteall@edwards-
pitman.com.  If no responses are received within five days, these meeting minutes will be 
considered final. 
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